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In Lessons of Armenia, the first of the two energetic personal memoirs that
constitute this book, one of the Soviet Union's most gifted stylists explores the
way Pushkin's "confines of boundless Russia" seem never to be truly escapable.
The second account, Choosing a Location, is an entertaining record of his travels
in Soviet Georgia.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Acclaimed for his novel Pushkin House and his stories, Russian writer Bitov undertakes a spiritual odyssey
in this impressionistic travel memoir of Armenia and Soviet Georgia. In "Lessons of Armenia" (1969), the
book's first half, he awakens from stagnation and resolves to live in the present moment. Celebrating
Armenia's natural beauty, hospitality and simpler way of life, he breaks free from the confines of his
homeland, only to discover that in some sense he is still in Russia. In "Choosing a Location," written about
the Caucasus in the years just before glasnost, Bitov encounters a nation struggling with its identity as the
birthplace of Stalin. Everywhere he goes, he collides with the ghosts of Pushkin, Lermontov and Tolstoy,
who enshrouded the Caucasus in romantic stories of love and valor. The smooth translation relays the kinetic
energy of Bitov's episodic, alert, hypersensitive style.
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Library Journal
Unlike Marat Akchurin's Red Odyssey ( LJ 5/1/92), a sometimes gritty travelog of the dying Soviet Union,
Bitov's book is a brooding and difficult reflection on ideals, nationhood, and belonging; the creative process;
and metaphysics, to name a few topics, as he visits Armenia and Georgia. Unfortunately, his work is not
helped by Brownsberger's translation, complete with purple prose and fanciful turns of phrase. Where Red
Odyssey is accessible and illuminating, A Captive of the Caucasus is abstruse and more reminiscent of 19th-
century literature than of late 20th-century writing. Its esoteric approach limits its appeal.
- Joseph Parsons, Columbia Coll., Chicago
Copyright 1992 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Kirkus Reviews
This is the third Bitov book to reach us in Susan Brownsberger's exemplary translation (the novel Life in
Windy Weather and short-story collection Pushkin House)--and just how shaggy and exhilarating an
encyclopedia of Russian literature Bitov is becomes more and more manifest: He's like an anti-Nabokov. The
Caucasian regions have been a staple locale of Russian classics since Pushkin: Tolstoy, Lermontov,
Mandelstam--all of them found in the foreignness of the Caucasus the place out of time that ratified their
artistic intuitions that writing renders both space and time suspect, that it is an activity that doesn't quite
belong to either. On the face of it, Bitov is writing a ravished account of Armenian and Georgian integrities
and natural beauties (such as the hewn-from-a-rock-face Armenian church, Geghard); as travel writing, the
book has a subjective, swoony/goony quality that's appealing. But the literary echoes, and the very
phenomenology of being in one place and not another, quickly develop into an argument for the writer as
traveler even when sitting in his chair at his desk--without any real idea of what he's encountering, nor the
absolute command of language to describe it. This sense of mysterious, giddy provisionality is both very
Russian and deliciously individual in Bitov. -- Copyright ©1992, Kirkus Associates, LP. All rights reserved.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jean Fuller:

The experience that you get from A Captive of the Caucasus may be the more deep you rooting the
information that hide inside the words the more you get considering reading it. It does not mean that this



book is hard to recognise but A Captive of the Caucasus giving you thrill feeling of reading. The copy writer
conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by anyone who read that because the author of this
guide is well-known enough. This particular book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. It
is therefore easy to understand then can go along with you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We
recommend you for having that A Captive of the Caucasus instantly.

Benjamin King:

Do you have something that you like such as book? The publication lovers usually prefer to decide on book
like comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not trying A Captive of the Caucasus that
give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading behavior all over the world can
be said as the opportunity for people to know world far better then how they react toward the world. It can't
be said constantly that reading addiction only for the geeky particular person but for all of you who wants to
end up being success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you could pick
A Captive of the Caucasus become your personal starter.

John Bennett:

This A Captive of the Caucasus is new way for you who has curiosity to look for some information since it
relief your hunger of information. Getting deeper you upon it getting knowledge more you know or you who
still having little bit of digest in reading this A Captive of the Caucasus can be the light food for you
personally because the information inside this particular book is easy to get by simply anyone. These books
acquire itself in the form and that is reachable by anyone, yes I mean in the e-book type. People who think
that in publication form make them feel sleepy even dizzy this publication is the answer. So there isn't any in
reading a book especially this one. You can find actually looking for. It should be here for an individual. So ,
don't miss the item! Just read this e-book kind for your better life along with knowledge.

William Hayes:

A lot of e-book has printed but it is unique. You can get it by web on social media. You can choose the most
effective book for you, science, amusing, novel, or whatever through searching from it. It is identified as of
book A Captive of the Caucasus. You can add your knowledge by it. Without leaving behind the printed
book, it might add your knowledge and make an individual happier to read. It is most critical that, you must
aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination for a other place.
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