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An illuminating and authoritative survey of body art by a world expert on
the subject

This informed and accessible book explores the wide-ranging history of body art,
from its expression of tribal affinities and cultural identity to its role in
theatricality, criminality, and beautifying the body, as well as its influence on
contemporary artists.

Seven thematic chapters explore the extraordinary diversity of body arts
practiced worldwide, both past and present. These range from the role of body art
in traditional societies around the world, from Nigeria to Amazonia, Samoa, and
New Guinea and from the past through the twentieth century. The theatricality of
body is considered in a range of stages including the masquerades in West
Africa, the Japanese Noh theater, the drag balls of Harlem, and the Sydney Mardi
Gras parade. Later chapters explore themes of beauty and the association of
tattoos with the socially marginal, before moving to the revival in the twentieth-
and twenty-first centuries of body art as a means of expressing individual and
cultural identity as demonstrated in the “modern primitive” movement,
performance art, and celebrity tattoo culture.

A wealth of illustrations reflects the many manifestations of body art, including
tattooing, piercing, scarification, masquerade, hairstyles, performance art, and
more.

186 illustrations, 143 in color
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Editorial Review

Review
“Reveals the historical origins of many designs you might see while walking around the giant body art
gallery that is the contemporary western city.”
- Fast Co.Design

About the Author
Nicholas Thomas is Professor of Historical Anthropology and Director of the Museum of Archaeology and
Anthropology at the University of Cambridge. His previous books include Oceanic Art and Islanders: the
Pacific in the Age of Empire.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

George Carter:

Information is provisions for folks to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a know-how or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider whenever those information which is from the former life are challenging to be find than now's
taking seriously which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you
have the unstable resource then you get it as your main information it will have huge disadvantage for you.
All those possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Body Art (World of Art) as your daily
resource information.

Ann Morgan:

Reading a reserve can be one of a lot of activity that everyone in the world adores. Do you like reading book
thus. There are a lot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new data.
When you read a reserve you will get new information since book is one of many ways to share the
information as well as their idea. Second, looking at a book will make anyone more imaginative. When you
reading through a book especially hype book the author will bring one to imagine the story how the people
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to other folks. When you read this Body Art
(World of Art), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours e-book. Your knowledge can inspire
average, make them reading a e-book.

Jenny Perez:

The guide untitled Body Art (World of Art) is the guide that recommended to you to learn. You can see the
quality of the reserve content that will be shown to you actually. The language that article author use to
explained their ideas are easily to understand. The copy writer was did a lot of investigation when write the
book, and so the information that they share to your account is absolutely accurate. You also might get the e-
book of Body Art (World of Art) from the publisher to make you much more enjoy free time.



Anthony Muller:

Book is one of source of understanding. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen will need book to know the change information of year to help year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, could also bring us to around the
world. With the book Body Art (World of Art) we can acquire more advantage. Don't that you be creative
people? To become creative person must like to read a book. Just choose the best book that appropriate with
your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life with this book Body Art (World of Art). You can more
attractive than now.
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