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Alexander the Great, arguably the most exciting figure from antiquity, waged
war as a Homeric hero and lived as one, conquering native peoples and territories
on a superhuman scale. From the time he invaded Asia in 334 to his death in 323,
he expanded the Macedonian empire from Greece in the west to Asia Minor, the
Levant, Egypt, Central Asia and "India" (Pakistan and Kashmir) in the east.
Although many other kings and generals forged empires, Alexander produced
one that was without parallel, even if it was short-lived.

And yet, Alexander could not have achieved what he did without the
accomplishments of his father, Philip II (r. 359-336). It was Philip who truly
changed the course of Macedonian history, transforming a weak, disunited, and
economically backward kingdom into a military powerhouse. A warrior king par
excellence, Philip left Alexander with the greatest army in the Greek world, a
centralized monarchy, economic prosperity, and a plan to invade Asia.

For the first time, By the Spear offers an exhilarating military narrative of the
reigns of these two larger-than-life figures in one volume. Ian Worthington gives
full breadth to the careers of father and son, showing how Philip was the architect
of the Macedonian empire, which reached its zenith under Alexander, only to
disintegrate upon his death. By the Spear also explores the impact of Greek
culture in the East, as Macedonian armies became avatars of social and cultural
change in lands far removed from the traditional sphere of Greek influence. In
addition, the book discusses the problems Alexander faced in dealing with a
diverse subject population and the strategies he took to what might be called
nation building, all of which shed light on contemporary events in culturally
dissimilar regions of the world. The result is a gripping and unparalleled account
of the role these kings played in creating a vast empire and the enduring legacy
they left behind.
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Alexander the Great, arguably the most exciting figure from antiquity, waged war as a Homeric hero and
lived as one, conquering native peoples and territories on a superhuman scale. From the time he invaded Asia
in 334 to his death in 323, he expanded the Macedonian empire from Greece in the west to Asia Minor, the
Levant, Egypt, Central Asia and "India" (Pakistan and Kashmir) in the east. Although many other kings and
generals forged empires, Alexander produced one that was without parallel, even if it was short-lived.

And yet, Alexander could not have achieved what he did without the accomplishments of his father, Philip II
(r. 359-336). It was Philip who truly changed the course of Macedonian history, transforming a weak,
disunited, and economically backward kingdom into a military powerhouse. A warrior king par excellence,
Philip left Alexander with the greatest army in the Greek world, a centralized monarchy, economic
prosperity, and a plan to invade Asia.

For the first time, By the Spear offers an exhilarating military narrative of the reigns of these two larger-
than-life figures in one volume. Ian Worthington gives full breadth to the careers of father and son, showing
how Philip was the architect of the Macedonian empire, which reached its zenith under Alexander, only to
disintegrate upon his death. By the Spear also explores the impact of Greek culture in the East, as
Macedonian armies became avatars of social and cultural change in lands far removed from the traditional
sphere of Greek influence. In addition, the book discusses the problems Alexander faced in dealing with a
diverse subject population and the strategies he took to what might be called nation building, all of which
shed light on contemporary events in culturally dissimilar regions of the world. The result is a gripping and
unparalleled account of the role these kings played in creating a vast empire and the enduring legacy they left
behind.
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Editorial Review

Review

"A steady stream of fascinating stories of brilliant military tactics interspersed with rampant post-Classical
gore. From the slaughter of whole villages to unbridled violations of human dignity, By the Spear reminds us
of the ugliness of war, especially when military leaders are apparently void of morality filters... By the Spear
is loaded with compelling details...but they aren't simply piled on helter-skelter; rather, they are embedded in
Ian Worthington's coherent narrative about Macedonian ascendancy in the 4th century BC. This celebrated
professor at the University of Missouri convincingly gives Philip II his due in Hellenism's spread, and masks
not his thesis that Philip 'has lived too long in Alexander's shadow'." --Books & Culture

"Most histories extolling Alexander the Great pay modest attention to his father, Philip II, but Worthington
gives him equal billing in this admirable, scholarly dual biography." --Kirkus Reviews

"By the Spear is an impressive book" --Gerard DeGroot, The Times (UK)

"Ian Worthington is one of this generation's leading historians of ancient Greece and Macedonia. In this book
he provides for the first time in a single volume a comparative perspective on Philip and Alexander's empire
building, and he admirably succeeds in making this complex and convoluted story accessible to the
uninitiated." --Joseph Roisman, author of Alexander's Veterans and the Early Wars of the Successors

"As Ian Worthington reminds us, without Philip II there would have been no Alexander the Great, and by
considering together the accomplishments and foibles of both father and son, By the Spear raises a larger
question: do great conquerors make great kings? Alexander inherited the legacy of Philip--an ascendant
Macedonian empire--but what was the legacy of Alexander, and to whom was it left? By considering the
larger picture, Worthington provides new insight into one of ancient history's most fascinating sagas." --
Steven Saylor, author of Raiders of the Nile and Roma: A Novel of Ancient Rome

"The Macedonian empire that reshaped the Mediterranean world was the creation of two remarkable men.
Worthington's provocative thesis is that Alexander was a conqueror whose legacy was chaos. Philip was a
king who left Alexander the basis of empire. Was the father, then, greater than the son? By the Spear offers
an unconventional answer in a narrative that is both persuasive and engaging." --Dennis Showalter, author of
Armor and Blood: The Battle of Kursk



"What father-son duo is more mesmerizing than Philip and Alexander of Macedon? Too often historians
have focused on one, marginalizing the other, thus Ian Worthington's even-handed treatment of both is to be
celebrated. Concise yet clear, Worthington masterfully explores Philip's career and the dazzling, violent, and
world-changing reign of his son." --Lawrence A. Tritle, author of A New History of the Peloponnesian War

About the Author

Ian Worthington is Curators' Professor of History and Adjunct Professor of Classical Studies at the
University of Missouri. He is the author of numerous books about ancient Greece, including, most recently,
Demosthenes of Athens and the Fall of Classical Greece.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anna Raynor:

Now a day folks who Living in the era everywhere everything reachable by talk with the internet and the
resources inside it can be true or not need people to be aware of each facts they get. How a lot more to be
smart in acquiring any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Looking at a
book can help individuals out of this uncertainty Information specially this By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander
the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) book since
this book offers you rich facts and knowledge. Of course the info in this book hundred % guarantees there is
no doubt in it as you know.

Ana Jimenez:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the coastal world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, and then why you don't try point that really opposite
from that. One particular activity that make you not feeling tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller
coaster you already been ride on and with addition info. Even you love By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the
Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization), you may enjoy
both. It is great combination right, you still want to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its
mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't understand it, oh come on its called reading friends.

Sam Dickson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to help reading. If their teacher inquired them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's
internal or real their hobby. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring and can't
see colorful photos on there. Yeah, it is to get complicated. Book is very important for you personally. As we
know that on this period, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to reach
Chinese's country. Therefore this By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the



Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) can make you experience more interested to read.

Wanda Jacobsen:

E-book is one of source of knowledge. We can add our knowledge from it. Not only for students but
additionally native or citizen want book to know the change information of year to be able to year. As we
know those guides have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, may also bring us to
around the world. Through the book By the Spear: Philip II, Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of
the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization) we can take more advantage. Don't you to
definitely be creative people? To become creative person must prefer to read a book. Only choose the best
book that suited with your aim. Don't be doubt to change your life with this book By the Spear: Philip II,
Alexander the Great, and the Rise and Fall of the Macedonian Empire (Ancient Warfare and Civilization).
You can more desirable than now.
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