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"Part review, part testament to extraordinary dedication, and part call to get
involved, Cetacean Societies highlights the achievements of behavioral
ecologists inspired by the challenges of cetaceans and committed to the
exploration of a new world."—from the preface by Richard Wrangham

Long-lived, slow to reproduce, and often hidden beneath the water's surface,
whales and dolphins (cetaceans) have remained elusive subjects for scientific
study even though they have fascinated humans for centuries. Until recently,
much of what we knew about cetaceans came from commercial sources such as
whalers and trainers for dolphin acts. Innovative research methods and persistent
efforts, however, have begun to penetrate the depths to reveal tantalizing
glimpses of the lives of these mammals in their natural habitats.

Cetacean Societies presents the first comprehensive synthesis and review of these
new studies. Groups of chapters focus on the history of cetacean behavioral
research and methodology; state-of-the-art reviews of information on four of the
most-studied species: bottlenose dolphins, killer whales, sperm whales, and
humpback whales; and summaries of major topics, including group living, male
and female reproductive strategies, communication, and conservation drawn from
comparative research on a wide range of species.

Written by some of the world's leading cetacean scientists, this landmark volume
will benefit not just students of cetology but also researchers in other areas of
behavioral and conservation ecology as well as anyone with a serious interest in
the world of whales and dolphins.

Contributors are Robin Baird, Phillip Clapham, Jenny Christal, Richard Connor,
Janet Mann, Andrew Read, Randall Reeves, Amy Samuels, Peter Tyack, Linda
Weilgart, Hal Whitehead, Randall S. Wells, and Richard Wrangham.
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"Part review, part testament to extraordinary dedication, and part call to get involved, Cetacean Societies
highlights the achievements of behavioral ecologists inspired by the challenges of cetaceans and committed
to the exploration of a new world."—from the preface by Richard Wrangham

Long-lived, slow to reproduce, and often hidden beneath the water's surface, whales and dolphins (cetaceans)
have remained elusive subjects for scientific study even though they have fascinated humans for centuries.
Until recently, much of what we knew about cetaceans came from commercial sources such as whalers and
trainers for dolphin acts. Innovative research methods and persistent efforts, however, have begun to
penetrate the depths to reveal tantalizing glimpses of the lives of these mammals in their natural habitats.

Cetacean Societies presents the first comprehensive synthesis and review of these new studies. Groups of
chapters focus on the history of cetacean behavioral research and methodology; state-of-the-art reviews of
information on four of the most-studied species: bottlenose dolphins, killer whales, sperm whales, and
humpback whales; and summaries of major topics, including group living, male and female reproductive
strategies, communication, and conservation drawn from comparative research on a wide range of species.

Written by some of the world's leading cetacean scientists, this landmark volume will benefit not just
students of cetology but also researchers in other areas of behavioral and conservation ecology as well as
anyone with a serious interest in the world of whales and dolphins.

Contributors are Robin Baird, Phillip Clapham, Jenny Christal, Richard Connor, Janet Mann, Andrew Read,
Randall Reeves, Amy Samuels, Peter Tyack, Linda Weilgart, Hal Whitehead, Randall S. Wells, and Richard
Wrangham.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Janet Mann is professor of biology and psychology at Georgetown University.

Hal Whitehead is a University Research Professor in the Department of Biology at Dalhousie University in
Halifax, Nova Scotia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Allen Reilley:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to learn? May be the book with the subject Cetacean Societies:
Field Studies of Dolphins and Whales suitable to you? The particular book was written by famous writer in
this era. Often the book untitled Cetacean Societies: Field Studies of Dolphins and Whalesis the main of
several books this everyone read now. This specific book was inspired many people in the world. When you
read this e-book you will enter the new shape that you ever know just before. The author explained their plan
in the simple way, and so all of people can easily to be aware of the core of this e-book. This book will give
you a large amount of information about this world now. In order to see the represented of the world with
this book.

Anna Humphrey:

Cetacean Societies: Field Studies of Dolphins and Whales can be one of your beginning books that are good
idea. Most of us recommend that straight away because this publication has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but delivering the information. The
writer giving his/her effort to place every word into satisfaction arrangement in writing Cetacean Societies:
Field Studies of Dolphins and Whales but doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in
addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great information
can certainly drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial thinking.

Brenda Lewis:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or perhaps 15 minute in your time to upgrading your mind
proficiency or thinking skill perhaps analytical thinking? Then you are experiencing problem with the book
compared to can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because this all time you only find guide that
need more time to be read. Cetacean Societies: Field Studies of Dolphins and Whales can be your answer
given it can be read by an individual who have those short free time problems.



Charles Parker:

Beside this particular Cetacean Societies: Field Studies of Dolphins and Whales in your phone, it may give
you a way to get closer to the new knowledge or details. The information and the knowledge you will got
here is fresh from the oven so don't end up being worry if you feel like an previous people live in narrow
community. It is good thing to have Cetacean Societies: Field Studies of Dolphins and Whales because this
book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you seldom get what it's facts
concerning. Oh come on, that will not happen if you have this with your hand. The Enjoyable arrangement
here cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss the item? Find
this book as well as read it from currently!
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