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This book is the first to provide a connected history of epic poetry in Britain
between the French Revolution and the First World War. Although epic is widely
held to have been shouldered aside by the novel, if not invalidated in advance by
modernity, in fact the genre was practised without interruption across the long
nineteenth century by nearly every prominent Romantic and Victorian poet, and
shoals of ambitious poetasters into the bargain. Poets kept the epic alive by
revising its conventions to meet an overlapping series of changing realities:
insurgent democracy, Napoleonic war, the rise of class consciousness and
repeated reform of the franchise, challenges posed by scientific advance to
religious belief and cherished notions of the human, the evolution of a
postnationalist and eventually imperialist identity for Britain as the world's
superpower. Each of these developments called on nineteenth-century epic to do
what the genre had always done: affirm the unity of its sponsoring culture
through a large utterance that both acknowledged the distinctive flowering of the
modern and affirmed its rootedness in tradition. The best writers answered this
call by figuring Britain's self-renewal and the genre's as versions of one another.
In passing Herbert Tucker notices scores of mediocre congeners (and worse), so
as to show where the challenge of a given decade fell and suggest what lay at
stake. The background these lesser works provide throws into relief what the
book stresses in extended discussions of several dozen major works: an unbroken
history of daring experimentation in which circumspect, inventive, worried
epoists engaged because the genre and the age alike demanded it.
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This book is the first to provide a connected history of epic poetry in Britain between the French Revolution
and the First World War. Although epic is widely held to have been shouldered aside by the novel, if not
invalidated in advance by modernity, in fact the genre was practised without interruption across the long
nineteenth century by nearly every prominent Romantic and Victorian poet, and shoals of ambitious
poetasters into the bargain. Poets kept the epic alive by revising its conventions to meet an overlapping series
of changing realities: insurgent democracy, Napoleonic war, the rise of class consciousness and repeated
reform of the franchise, challenges posed by scientific advance to religious belief and cherished notions of
the human, the evolution of a postnationalist and eventually imperialist identity for Britain as the world's
superpower. Each of these developments called on nineteenth-century epic to do what the genre had always
done: affirm the unity of its sponsoring culture through a large utterance that both acknowledged the
distinctive flowering of the modern and affirmed its rootedness in tradition. The best writers answered this
call by figuring Britain's self-renewal and the genre's as versions of one another. In passing Herbert Tucker
notices scores of mediocre congeners (and worse), so as to show where the challenge of a given decade fell
and suggest what lay at stake. The background these lesser works provide throws into relief what the book
stresses in extended discussions of several dozen major works: an unbroken history of daring
experimentation in which circumspect, inventive, worried epoists engaged because the genre and the age
alike demanded it.
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Editorial Review

Review
Review from previous edition: "Epic recovers a continuous, prodigious, overshadowed tradition of
writing...and this recovery is stunning... Epic reveals the concurrent histories of other 19th-century genres,
particularly the novel...Tucker's positively relentless blend of erudition,
colloquialism, and cheek makes descriptions of even the most hackneyed epics tough to put down."

--Jonathan Farina, The Wordsworth Circle 15/04/2009

"Professor Herbert Tucker argues a coherent case in this, his own epic tome...Tucker's deft exposition is so
refreshing that one cries for more."

--Robert Giddings, Tribune 30/03/2009

"Tucker's frequently punning, alliterative prose, while it requires close attention, never bogs down in
forbidding jargon, and even comes ornamented with - dare one say it? - a sense of humor. Readers will find
much to ponder."

--The Little Professor 28/10/2008

"Tucker's study is an immensely learned and comprehensively researched book that is a valuable source for
both the average reader and the specialist"

--Torsten Caeners, Anglistik

"astonishing scholarship"

--Simon Dentish, The Journal of William Morris Studies 2009

About the Author
Herbert Tucker grew up in New England and was educated at Moses Brown School, Amherst College, and
Yale University. He has served on the faculty at Northwestern University, the University of Michigan and,
since 1986, the University of Virginia, where in 2003 he was named to the John C. Coleman
Chair in English. At Virginia he is an associate editor for the journal New Literary History and a series editor
of Victorian Literature and Culture for the University Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Danny Whittemore:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite guide and reading a reserve. Beside you can solve your long lasting problem; you
can add your knowledge by the publication entitled Epic: Britain's Heroic Muse 1790-1910. Try to face the
book Epic: Britain's Heroic Muse 1790-1910 as your buddy. It means that it can for being your friend when



you experience alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
you. The book makes you considerably more confidence because you can know every thing by the book. So ,
let me make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Darcie Hartman:

This Epic: Britain's Heroic Muse 1790-1910 is great reserve for you because the content which is full of
information for you who always deal with world and possess to make decision every minute. This particular
book reveal it details accurately using great manage word or we can say no rambling sentences included. So
if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole data in it. Doesn't mean it only will give you straight
forward sentences but challenging core information with lovely delivering sentences. Having Epic: Britain's
Heroic Muse 1790-1910 in your hand like getting the world in your arm, details in it is not ridiculous one
particular. We can say that no publication that offer you world in ten or fifteen second right but this reserve
already do that. So , this can be good reading book. Hey there Mr. and Mrs. hectic do you still doubt that?

Ericka McCall:

On this era which is the greater particular person or who has ability to do something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become considered one of it? It is just simple approach to have that.
What you need to do is just spending your time not much but quite enough to get a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top list in your reading list is Epic: Britain's Heroic Muse 1790-1910. This book
which is qualified as The Hungry Hillsides can get you closer in growing to be precious person. By looking
up and review this reserve you can get many advantages.

Susan Peterson:

As a university student exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the
library as well as to make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has
reading's heart or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They
go to right now there but nothing reading significantly. Any students feel that studying is not important,
boring along with can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very
important for you personally. As we know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we wish.
Likewise word says, many ways to reach Chinese's country. Therefore , this Epic: Britain's Heroic Muse
1790-1910 can make you feel more interested to read.
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