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This study argues against vague interpretations of fantasy as mere escapism and
seeks to define it as a distinct kind of narrative. A general theoretical section
introduces recent work on fantasy, notably Tzventan Todorov's The Fantastic: A
Structural Approach to a Literary Genre (1973). Dr Jackson, however, extends
Todorov's ideas to include aspects of psychoanalytical theory. Seeing fantasy as
primarily an expression of unconscious drives, she stresses the importance of the
writings of Freud and subsequent theorists when analysing recurrent themes,
such as doubling or multiplying selves, mirror images, metamorphosis and bodily
disintegration.^l Gothic fiction, classic Victorian fantasies, the 'fantastic realism'
of Dickens and Dostoevsky, tales by Mary Shelley, James Hogg, E.T.A.
Hoffmann, George Eliot, Henry James, Joseph Conrad, R.L. Stevenson, Franz
Kafka, Mervyn Peake and Thomas Pynchon are among the texts covered.
Through a reading of thse frequently disquieting works, Dr Jackson moves
towards a definition of fantasy expressing cultural unease. These issues are
discussed in relation to a wide range of fantasies with varying images of desire
and disenchantment.
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This study argues against vague interpretations of fantasy as mere escapism and seeks to define it as a
distinct kind of narrative. A general theoretical section introduces recent work on fantasy, notably Tzventan
Todorov's The Fantastic: A Structural Approach to a Literary Genre (1973). Dr Jackson, however, extends
Todorov's ideas to include aspects of psychoanalytical theory. Seeing fantasy as primarily an expression of
unconscious drives, she stresses the importance of the writings of Freud and subsequent theorists when
analysing recurrent themes, such as doubling or multiplying selves, mirror images, metamorphosis and
bodily disintegration.^l Gothic fiction, classic Victorian fantasies, the 'fantastic realism' of Dickens and
Dostoevsky, tales by Mary Shelley, James Hogg, E.T.A. Hoffmann, George Eliot, Henry James, Joseph
Conrad, R.L. Stevenson, Franz Kafka, Mervyn Peake and Thomas Pynchon are among the texts covered.
Through a reading of thse frequently disquieting works, Dr Jackson moves towards a definition of fantasy
expressing cultural unease. These issues are discussed in relation to a wide range of fantasies with varying
images of desire and disenchantment.
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Editorial Review

Review
`Dr Jackson has written a wide-ranging and frequently stimulating introduction to the subject of
'fantasy in modern literature.' - Times Literary Supplement

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Butler:

The ability that you get from Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion (New Accents) will be the more deep
you searching the information that hide within the words the more you get serious about reading it. It doesn't
mean that this book is hard to understand but Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion (New Accents) giving
you buzz feeling of reading. The copy writer conveys their point in selected way that can be understood
through anyone who read the item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of
book also makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along with
you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We highly recommend you for having this kind of Fantasy:
The Literature of Subversion (New Accents) instantly.

Walter Knight:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to complete! A lot of people spent their sparetime with their family,
or their very own friends. Usually they performing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or
picnic inside the park. They actually doing same task every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something
different to fill your free time/ holiday? Could be reading a book could be option to fill your totally free time/
holiday. The first thing that you'll ask may be what kinds of publication that you should read. If you want to
test look for book, may be the publication untitled Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion (New Accents) can
be good book to read. May be it may be best activity to you.

Martha Dixon:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, quick story and the biggest you are novel. Now, why not attempting Fantasy: The Literature of
Subversion (New Accents) that give your fun preference will be satisfied through reading this book. Reading
addiction all over the world can be said as the opportinity for people to know world better then how they
react in the direction of the world. It can't be claimed constantly that reading practice only for the geeky man
or woman but for all of you who wants to become success person. So , for all you who want to start reading
through as your good habit, you could pick Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion (New Accents) become
your own starter.



Diana Slama:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Fantasy: The Literature of Subversion (New Accents)
was colorful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Fantasy: The Literature of
Subversion (New Accents) has many kinds or variety. Start from kids until youngsters. For example Naruto
or Private investigator Conan you can read and think you are the character on there. So , not at all of book
are generally make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for you
personally and try to like reading in which.
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