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To find the truth you’ve got to be willing to hear it.
 
When she’s modeling, Annabel is the picture of perfection.
 
But her real life is far from perfect.
 
Fortunately, she’s got Owen. He’s intense, music-obsessed, and dedicated to
always telling the truth.
 
And most of all, he’s determined to make Annabel happy. . .
 
“This is young adult fiction at its best.” —School Library Journal
 
Sarah Dessen is the winner of the Margaret A. Edwards Award for her
contributions to YA literature, as well as the Romantic Times Career
Achievement Award.
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Editorial Review

From School Library Journal
Grade 9 Up Annabel Greene seemingly had everything: cool friends, close family, good grades, and a part-
time modeling career in town. But it all came crashing down, and Annabel has spent the summer in shaky,
self-imposed exile. She finds herself dreading the new school term and facing, well, everyone again. The last
thing she wants to do is revisit old friendships while the losses are painful, the secrets behind the rifts are
almost unbearable. Her solid family seems fragile, too. What happened to cause the stiff silences and
palpable resentments between her two older sisters? Why is no one in her loving but determinedly cheerful
family talking about her middle sister's eating disorder? Annabel's devastating secret is revealed in bits and
snatches, as readers see her go to amazing lengths to avoid confrontation. Caught between wanting to protect
her family and her own struggles to face a devastating experience, Annabel finds comfort in an unlikely
friendship with the school's most notorious loner. Owen has his own issues with anger, but has learned to
control it and helps her realize the dangers of holding in her emotions. Dessen explores the interior and
exterior lives of her characters and shows their flaws, humanity, struggles, and incremental successes. This is
young adult fiction at its best, delving into the minds of complex, believable teens, bringing them to life, and
making readers want to know more about them with each turn of the page. Roxanne Myers Spencer, Western
Kentucky University, Bowling Green
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Gr. 8-11. After being caught with her best friend's Sophie's boyfriend at a summer party, Annabel Greene is
starting her junior year alone and ostracized. But what appeared to be infidelity was really attempted rape.
Fans of Laurie Halse Anderson's Speak (1999) will find obvious parallels here, including the play on the
title, but Dessen spins her own quality tale of a young girl finding her voice, and finding an audience.
Annabel's troubles are exacerbated by her family's refusal to acknowledge its problems: middle sister
Whitney's severe anorexia or the three sisters' waning interest in modeling. A budding friendship with
classmate Owen, a dj at the community radio station who is never without music to drown out the silence,
helps Annabel listen to her own heart and risk speaking out honestly. Characterization and dialogue are
expertly done, and Owen's anger-management advice and efforts to broaden Annabel's music tastes ("Don't
think, or judge. Just listen") strengthen the theme of the story: honesty. Teen girls who meet Dessen for the
first time here will be looking for her backlist. Cindy Dobrez
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review
This is young adult fiction at its best ...

ùSchool Library Journal

Dessen weaves a sometimes funny, mostly emotional, and very satisfying story.

VOYA

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Charles Greiner:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to prepare your time to do the important work, like
looking for your favorite book and reading a book. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the book entitled Just Listen. Try to stumble through book Just Listen as your friend. It means
that it can to get your friend when you experience alone and beside regarding course make you smarter than
previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for you personally. The book makes you far more confidence because
you can know everything by the book. So , let's make new experience as well as knowledge with this book.

David Williams:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide. Book
has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world. Close to that
you can your reading expertise was fluently. A guide Just Listen will make you to be smarter. You can feel a
lot more confidence if you can know about everything. But some of you think which open or reading any
book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they might be thought like that? Have you looking for
best book or suitable book with you?

Victor Brown:

The event that you get from Just Listen is the more deep you rooting the information that hide inside words
the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to be aware of but Just
Listen giving you joy feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in certain way that can be understood
by simply anyone who read that because the author of this book is well-known enough. That book also
makes your own vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go along, both in
printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this specific Just Listen instantly.

Julie Tice:

Do you have something that you want such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, limited story and the biggest one is novel. Now, why not seeking Just Listen that give your
entertainment preference will be satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading routine all over the world
can be said as the opportunity for people to know world much better then how they react in the direction of
the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who
wants to be success person. So , for every you who want to start reading as your good habit, you may pick
Just Listen become your personal starter.
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