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The simple question “What is minimalism?” has defied simple answers. Artists
known as minimalists have distinctively different methods and points of view.
This highly readable history of minimalist art shows how artists as diverse as
Carl Andre, Donald Judd, Robert Morris, and Anne Truitt came to be designated
as minimalists during a series of exhibitions in the 1960s.
“I can think of no book that even undertakes a comparable art historical
account—not merely tracing a movement year by year, but showing how the
movement’s consciousness of itself emerged.”—Arthur Danto, Times Literary
Supplement
“Many skeptics deem the sixties too close for comfort and hence not suitable for
an art history in the grand tradition. James Meyer proves them wrong.
Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties establishes a historical precision and
seriousness that many have thought lacking in the recent wave of writing about
postwar American art.”—Christine Mehring, Art Journal
“By far the best account to date of Minimalism’s development and the essential
point of departure for all future research on the subject.”—Pepe Karmel, Art in
America
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artists as diverse as Carl Andre, Donald Judd, Robert Morris, and Anne Truitt came to be designated as
minimalists during a series of exhibitions in the 1960s.
“I can think of no book that even undertakes a comparable art historical account—not merely tracing a
movement year by year, but showing how the movement’s consciousness of itself emerged.”—Arthur Danto,
Times Literary Supplement
“Many skeptics deem the sixties too close for comfort and hence not suitable for an art history in the grand
tradition. James Meyer proves them wrong. Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties establishes a
historical precision and seriousness that many have thought lacking in the recent wave of writing about
postwar American art.”—Christine Mehring, Art Journal
“By far the best account to date of Minimalism’s development and the essential point of departure for all
future research on the subject.”—Pepe Karmel, Art in America
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
James Meyer, exploring the debate over artists like Sol LeWitt, Donald Judd, Anne Truitt, Robert Morris and
Dan Flavin in Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties, attempts to make sense of minimalism as an
artistic moment. Meyer (editor of Minimalism) points out that, at first, the term "minimalism" was
derogatory, implying that the art was too reduced and abstract. In the late '60s, the label lost its stigma as the
work was widely recognized by major museums, and minimalist art headed toward canonization. Meyer
analyzes that process as well as the backlash against minimalism by leftists, especially in Europe, who
associated it with American cultural imperialism. He also places minimalist art in a broader cultural context,
noting the stripped-down, austere sensibility that prevailed in '60s fashion and design, making the book
attractive to anyone who enjoys cultural history. 130 b&w, 30 color photos.

Copyright 2001 Cahners Business Information, Inc.

Review

“Meyer’s writing is intelligent, informed, and subtle. The book is well produced and generously illustrated
with good quality colour and black and white images.”—John A. Walker, Art Book

“This new volume combines a sophisticated reading of the critical discourse surrounding Minimalism with a
step-by-step history of the work’s development and its appearance on the public stage from 1961 through
1968.”—Pepe Karmel, Art in America

About the Author

James Meyer is associate professor of art history at Emory University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Billy Simpson:

Now a day folks who Living in the era where everything reachable by match the internet and the resources
included can be true or not need people to be aware of each information they get. How a lot more to be smart
in obtaining any information nowadays? Of course the correct answer is reading a book. Reading through a
book can help people out of this uncertainty Information especially this Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the
Sixties book because this book offers you rich information and knowledge. Of course the data in this book
hundred per cent guarantees there is no doubt in it you know.

Elizabeth Frizzell:

The feeling that you get from Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties will be the more deep you looking
the information that hide inside the words the more you get interested in reading it. It doesn't mean that this



book is hard to understand but Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties giving you buzz feeling of
reading. The author conveys their point in selected way that can be understood through anyone who read the
item because the author of this e-book is well-known enough. This kind of book also makes your current
vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go together with you, both in printed or e-
book style are available. We recommend you for having this specific Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the
Sixties instantly.

Patricia Bush:

Spent a free a chance to be fun activity to accomplish! A lot of people spent their spare time with their
family, or their own friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, about to beach, or
picnic in the park. They actually doing same every week. Do you feel it? Do you wish to something different
to fill your current free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book is usually option to fill your cost-
free time/ holiday. The first thing that you ask may be what kinds of e-book that you should read. If you want
to try look for book, may be the reserve untitled Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties can be very
good book to read. May be it is usually best activity to you.

William Johnson:

Playing with family in the park, coming to see the marine world or hanging out with friends is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, then why you don't try point that really opposite from
that. One activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like on roller coaster you have
been ride on and with addition of information. Even you love Minimalism: Art and Polemics in the Sixties, it
is possible to enjoy both. It is very good combination right, you still wish to miss it? What kind of hangout
type is it? Oh occur its mind hangout fellas. What? Still don't obtain it, oh come on its named reading
friends.
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