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Taking as his case-study the city of Guayaquil in Ecuador, where 600,000 people
lack easy access to potable water, Erik Swyngedouw aims to reconstruct,
theoretically and empirically, the political, social, and economic conduits through
which water flows, and to identify how power relations infuse the metabolic
transformation of water as it becomes urban. These flows of water which are
simultaneously physical and social carry in their currents the embodiment of
myriad social struggles and conflicts. The excavation of these flows narrates
stories about the city's structure and development. Yet these flows also carry the
potential for an improved, more just, and more equitable right to the city and its
water. The flows of power that are captured by urban water circulation also
suggest that the question of urban sustainability is not just about achieving sound
ecological and environmental conditions, but first and foremost about a social
struggle for access and control; a struggle not just for the right to water, but for
the right to the city itself.
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Editorial Review

Review
'Providing deep insights into the complex urban natures, Swyngedouw makes an invaluable contribution to
the study of water ecologies in their political economic context.' Roger Keil, Annals of the Association of
American Geographers an exemplary, memorable monograph, offering much of interest to all readers with
interests in the political economy of uneven development. Environment and Planning C: Government and
Policy 2005

About the Author
Erik Swyngedouw is a Reader in Economic Geography, University of Oxford.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Beth Stewart:

In this 21st hundred years, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive at this
point, people have do something to make them survives, being in the middle of the particular crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated this for a while is
reading. Yep, by reading a e-book your ability to survive raise then having chance to stand up than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this Social Power and the
Urbanization of Water: Flows of Power (Oxford Geographical and Environmental Studies Series) book as
basic and daily reading reserve. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Jon Estrada:

Information is provisions for people to get better life, information presently can get by anyone in
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even a huge concern. What people must be
consider while those information which is from the former life are hard to be find than now's taking seriously
which one is suitable to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you get the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information we will see huge disadvantage for you. All those
possibilities will not happen throughout you if you take Social Power and the Urbanization of Water: Flows
of Power (Oxford Geographical and Environmental Studies Series) as the daily resource information.

Eula Johnson:

Reading a publication tends to be new life style on this era globalization. With studying you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world can certainly share their
idea. Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their reader with their story or even
their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the textbooks. But also they write about the ability about
something that you need example. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your young ones, there



are many kinds of book that exist now. The authors on earth always try to improve their ability in writing,
they also doing some investigation before they write with their book. One of them is this Social Power and
the Urbanization of Water: Flows of Power (Oxford Geographical and Environmental Studies Series).

Julie Berkey:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to receive information. The information will make
someone to understand the condition of the world. The health of the world makes the information much
easier to share. You can find a lot of recommendations to get information example: internet, paper, book, and
soon. You will observe that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The actual book that
recommended to your account is Social Power and the Urbanization of Water: Flows of Power (Oxford
Geographical and Environmental Studies Series) this e-book consist a lot of the information from the
condition of this world now. That book was represented how do the world has grown up. The words styles
that writer value to explain it is easy to understand. Typically the writer made some investigation when he
makes this book. Here is why this book suitable all of you.
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