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"Laugh. Think. Repeat. Repeatedly. If someone told me this book was this
good, I wouldn't have believed them."

--Po Bronson, author of What Should I Do With My Life?

"Think Don Quixote with a dark sense of humor and a taste for hashish and you
begin to grasp Eric Weiner, the modern knight-errant of this mad, sad, wise, and
witty quest across four continents. I won't spoil the fun by telling if his mission
succeeds, except to say that happiness is reading a book as entertaining as
this."

--Tony Horwitz, author of Confederates in the Attic

Part foreign affairs discourse, part humor, and part twisted self-help guide, The
Geography of Bliss takes the listener from America to Iceland to India in search
of happiness, or, in the crabby author's case, moments of "un-unhappiness." The
book uses a beguiling mixture of travel, psychology, science and humor to
investigate not what happiness is, but where it is. Are people in Switzerland
happier because it is the most democratic country in the world? Do citizens of
Qatar, awash in petrodollars, find joy in all that cash? Is the King of Bhutan a
visionary for his initiative to calculate Gross National Happiness? Why is
Asheville, North Carolina so damn happy? With engaging wit and surprising
insights, Eric Weiner answers those questions and many others, offering travelers
of all moods some interesting new ideas for sunnier destinations and dispositions.
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"Laugh. Think. Repeat. Repeatedly. If someone told me this book was this good, I wouldn't have believed
them."

--Po Bronson, author of What Should I Do With My Life?

"Think Don Quixote with a dark sense of humor and a taste for hashish and you begin to grasp Eric Weiner,
the modern knight-errant of this mad, sad, wise, and witty quest across four continents. I won't spoil the fun
by telling if his mission succeeds, except to say that happiness is reading a book as entertaining as this."

--Tony Horwitz, author of Confederates in the Attic

Part foreign affairs discourse, part humor, and part twisted self-help guide, The Geography of Bliss takes the
listener from America to Iceland to India in search of happiness, or, in the crabby author's case, moments of
"un-unhappiness." The book uses a beguiling mixture of travel, psychology, science and humor to investigate
not what happiness is, but where it is. Are people in Switzerland happier because it is the most democratic
country in the world? Do citizens of Qatar, awash in petrodollars, find joy in all that cash? Is the King of
Bhutan a visionary for his initiative to calculate Gross National Happiness? Why is Asheville, North
Carolina so damn happy? With engaging wit and surprising insights, Eric Weiner answers those questions
and many others, offering travelers of all moods some interesting new ideas for sunnier destinations and
dispositions.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Weiner's diverting travel memoir tells the tale of a self-professed grump who sets out to find where the most
contented people in the world live. The major problem is that the good idea didn't pan out. Weiner visits
dozens of countries including India, Iceland and Bhutan, which have their share of socioeconomic problems.
Yet Weiner deems these places as having the happiest people in the world, not truly understanding their
troubles, but generalizing on the whole. The narration is also a disappointment, with Weiner slip-sliding his
way through his own journal writings without passion or enthusiasm and occasional pronunciation problems.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Bookmarks Magazine
If there’s one truth that emerged from reviewers’ various takes on The Geography of Bliss, it’s that happiness
is subjective. Every critic seemed to find something that really irked him or her about this book: Weiner’s
persona seems affected, he indulges in "psychobabble," he remains aloof about himself, he comes across as
an obnoxious reporter. Yet everyone seemed to enjoy his book, admiring Weiner’s original approach to the
subject, his balance of research and experience, and the characters that illustrate the lessons on happiness
Weiner accumulates during his journeys. In short, all the critics’ happiness was alike, but they were also all
unhappy in their own way. (Sorry, Tolstoy.) FYI: Weiner lives in Miami, Florida.
Copyright © 2004 Phillips & Nelson Media, Inc.

Review
"Part travelogue, part personal-discovery memoir and all sustained delight, this wise, witty ramble reads like
Paul Theroux channeling David Sedaris on a particularly good day..... Fresh and beguiling."

(Kirkus Reviews )

"Laugh. Think. Repeat. Repeatedly. If someone told me this book was this good, I wouldn't have believed
them." (Po Bronson, author of What Should I Do With My Life? )

"With one single book, Eric Weiner has flushed Bill Bryson down a proverbial toilet, and I say that lovingly.
By turns hilarious and profound, this is the kind of book that could change your life. The relationship
between place and contentment is an ineffable one, and Weiner cuts through the fog with a big, powerful
light. The Geography of Bliss is no smiley-face emoticon, it's a Winslow Homer." (Henry Alford, author of
Municipal Bondage and Big Kiss )

"Think Don Quixote with a dark sense of humor and a taste for hashish and you begin to grasp Eric Weiner,
the modern knight-errant of this mad, sad, wise, and witty quest across four continents. I won't spoil the fun
by telling if his mission succeeds, except to say that happiness is reading a book as entertaining as this."
(Tony Horwitz, author of Confederates in the Attic )

Users Review

From reader reviews:
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Rebecca Shadwick:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important act, like looking
for your favorite publication and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your trouble; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the
World. Try to the actual book The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the
World as your good friend. It means that it can for being your friend when you really feel alone and beside
associated with course make you smarter than before. Yeah, it is very fortuned for yourself. The book makes
you considerably more confidence because you can know almost everything by the book. So , we should
make new experience and knowledge with this book.

Manuel Jett:

The ability that you get from The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the
World may be the more deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get
thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to understand but The Geography of Bliss:
One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the World giving you buzz feeling of reading. The writer
conveys their point in certain way that can be understood through anyone who read the item because the
author of this guide is well-known enough. This specific book also makes your vocabulary increase well. It is
therefore easy to understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend
you for having this particular The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the
World instantly.

Martina Joseph:

The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the World can be one of your basic
books that are good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this guide has good vocabulary
that may increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nevertheless
delivering the information. The copy writer giving his/her effort to put every word into satisfaction
arrangement in writing The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the World
but doesn't forget the main stage, giving the reader the hottest and also based confirm resource details that
maybe you can be one of it. This great information can drawn you into completely new stage of crucial
considering.

Robert Stitt:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's
Search for the Happiest Places in the World was multi-colored and of course has pictures on there. As we
know that book The Geography of Bliss: One Grump's Search for the Happiest Places in the World has many
kinds or type. Start from kids until teens. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore not at all of book tend to be make you bored, any it
makes you feel happy, fun and loosen up. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading in
which.
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