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This is a fascinating study of the impact of the Reformation idea of "civic
righteousness" on the position of women in Augsburg. Roper argues that its
development, both as a religious credo and as a social movement, must be
understood in terms of gender. Until now the effects of the Reformation on
women have been viewed as largely beneficial--Protestantism being linked with
the forces of progressivism, individualism, and modernization. Roper here argues
that such a view of the Reformation's legacy is a profound misreading, and that
the status of women was, in fact, worsened by the Reformation. A number of
themes are explored: the economic position of women in the household
economy; the nature of "civic righteousness" and how it applied a "reform
moralism" to the role of marriage and the household; the efforts of civic authority
to reform sexual deviance; the attempts to control marriage and the breakdown of
marriage; and the role of convents and nuns. The Holy Household is the first
scholarly account of how the Reformation affected half of society. It combines
sound application of feminist theory with careful, open-ended archival research
to advance our understanding of the Reformation, of feminist history, and of the
place of women in modern European society.
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This is a fascinating study of the impact of the Reformation idea of "civic righteousness" on the position of
women in Augsburg. Roper argues that its development, both as a religious credo and as a social movement,
must be understood in terms of gender. Until now the effects of the Reformation on women have been
viewed as largely beneficial--Protestantism being linked with the forces of progressivism, individualism, and
modernization. Roper here argues that such a view of the Reformation's legacy is a profound misreading, and
that the status of women was, in fact, worsened by the Reformation. A number of themes are explored: the
economic position of women in the household economy; the nature of "civic righteousness" and how it
applied a "reform moralism" to the role of marriage and the household; the efforts of civic authority to
reform sexual deviance; the attempts to control marriage and the breakdown of marriage; and the role of
convents and nuns. The Holy Household is the first scholarly account of how the Reformation affected half
of society. It combines sound application of feminist theory with careful, open-ended archival research to
advance our understanding of the Reformation, of feminist history, and of the place of women in modern
European society.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Offers a fascinating and convincing history of patriarchy and Protestantism."--Journal of Social History

"One of the most enlightening studies of the role of gender in the reformation era I have ever read. It sheds
much light on marriage as a social institution. But most of all, it shows particularly how women became a
focus and target of the social discipline protestants were so well known for."--Mack P. Holt, George Mason
University

"A major contribution to Reformation studies and a landmark in gender studies of early modern
Europe....Represents the outcome of a very demanding and (unobtrusively) theoretically sophisticated
rethinking of the meanings of political communalism and the urban Reformation....It is her union, I think, of
theoretical clarity, scholarly learning, and broadly humane attitude, which makes Holy Household an
exciting book to read."--Sixteenth Century Journal

"My students and I were very pleased with Holy Household....Provocative, scholarly, and well written."--
J.W. Zophy, University of Houston-Clear Lake

About the Author
Lyndal Roper is at University of London.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Cheryl Dawkins:

The feeling that you get from The Holy Household: Women and Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford
Studies in Social History) may be the more deep you rooting the information that hide within the words the
more you get thinking about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to recognise but The Holy
Household: Women and Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The author conveys their point in specific way that can be understood through
anyone who read that because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Therefore it is easy to understand then can go to you,
both in printed or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having this kind of The Holy
Household: Women and Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) instantly.



Alan Coleman:

Reading can called head hangout, why? Because if you are reading a book specially book entitled The Holy
Household: Women and Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) your mind will
drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every aspect that maybe unidentified for but surely can
become your mind friends. Imaging every single word written in a publication then become one type
conclusion and explanation this maybe you never get previous to. The The Holy Household: Women and
Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) giving you one more experience more
than blown away your mind but also giving you useful details for your better life with this era. So now let us
present to you the relaxing pattern is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished
studying it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary spending spare time activity?

Lou Bryant:

Do you have something that you prefer such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, limited story and the biggest some may be novel. Now, why not striving The Holy Household:
Women and Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) that give your enjoyment
preference will be satisfied by means of reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the
method for people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be stated
constantly that reading routine only for the geeky individual but for all of you who wants to be success
person. So , for all you who want to start examining as your good habit, it is possible to pick The Holy
Household: Women and Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) become your
own starter.

Millard Espinoza:

You could spend your free time to study this book this publication. This The Holy Household: Women and
Morals in Reformation Augsburg (Oxford Studies in Social History) is simple bringing you can read it in the
area, in the beach, train in addition to soon. If you did not have got much space to bring often the printed
book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you much easier to read it. You can save typically the book in
your smart phone. Consequently there are a lot of benefits that you will get when one buys this book.
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