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Topics are musical signs that rely on associations with different genres, styles,
and types of music making. The concept of topics was introduced by Leonard
Ratner in the 1980s to account for cross-references between eighteenth-century
styles and genres. While music theorists and critics were busy classifying styles
and genres, defining their affects and proper contexts for their usage, composers
started crossing the boundaries between them and using stylistic conventions as
means of communication with the audience. Such topical mixtures received
negative evaluations from North-German critics but became the hallmark of
South-German music, which engulfed the Viennese classicism. Topic theory
allows music scholars to gain access to meaning and expression of this music.
The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory consolidates this field of research by
clarifying its basic concepts and exploring its historical foundations.

The volume grounds the concept of topics in eighteenth-century music theory,
aesthetics, and criticism. Documenting historical reality of individual topics on
the basis of eighteenth-century sources, it relates topical analysis to other
methods of music analysis conducted from the perspectives of composers,
performers, and listeners. With a focus on eighteenth-century musical repertoire,
The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory lays the foundation under further
investigation of topics in music of the nineteenth, twentieth, and twenty-first
centuries.
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Topics are musical signs that rely on associations with different genres, styles, and types of music making.
The concept of topics was introduced by Leonard Ratner in the 1980s to account for cross-references
between eighteenth-century styles and genres. While music theorists and critics were busy classifying styles
and genres, defining their affects and proper contexts for their usage, composers started crossing the
boundaries between them and using stylistic conventions as means of communication with the audience.
Such topical mixtures received negative evaluations from North-German critics but became the hallmark of
South-German music, which engulfed the Viennese classicism. Topic theory allows music scholars to gain
access to meaning and expression of this music. The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory consolidates this
field of research by clarifying its basic concepts and exploring its historical foundations.

The volume grounds the concept of topics in eighteenth-century music theory, aesthetics, and criticism.
Documenting historical reality of individual topics on the basis of eighteenth-century sources, it relates
topical analysis to other methods of music analysis conducted from the perspectives of composers,
performers, and listeners. With a focus on eighteenth-century musical repertoire, The Oxford Handbook of
Topic Theory lays the foundation under further investigation of topics in music of the nineteenth, twentieth,
and twenty-first centuries.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Shafer:

The book The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks) make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You may use to make your capable a lot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you
getting pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book
The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks) to be your habit, you can get considerably
more advantages, like add your capable, increase your knowledge about a number of or all subjects. You
could know everything if you like start and read a guide The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford
Handbooks). Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science book or encyclopedia or others. So , how do
you think about this e-book?

Krystal Wilson:

The feeling that you get from The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks) will be the more
deep you searching the information that hide inside the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it.
It doesn't mean that this book is hard to know but The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford
Handbooks) giving you enjoyment feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in a number of
way that can be understood by means of anyone who read this because the author of this e-book is well-
known enough. That book also makes your own vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand
then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of The
Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks) instantly.

Maranda Shoemaker:

Reading a book can be one of a lot of exercise that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading book
consequently. There are a lot of reasons why people like it. First reading a guide will give you a lot of new
details. When you read a guide you will get new information since book is one of a number of ways to share
the information or even their idea. Second, examining a book will make a person more imaginative. When
you studying a book especially hype book the author will bring that you imagine the story how the characters
do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this The Oxford
Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks), you may tells your family, friends and soon about yours
book. Your knowledge can inspire the others, make them reading a guide.



Kim Romero:

The Oxford Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks) can be one of your beginning books that are
good idea. All of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that will increase
your knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information.
The article author giving his/her effort to put every word into pleasure arrangement in writing The Oxford
Handbook of Topic Theory (Oxford Handbooks) nevertheless doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader
the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one of it. This great information
may drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial pondering.
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