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In the past decade, China was able to carry out economic reform without political
reform, while the Soviet Union attempted the opposite strategy. How did China
succeed at economic market reform without changing communist rule? Susan
Shirk shows that Chinese communist political institutions are more flexible and
less centralized than their Soviet counterparts were.

Shirk pioneers a rational choice institutional approach to analyze policy-making
in a non-democratic authoritarian country and to explain the history of Chinese
market reforms from 1979 to the present. Drawing on extensive interviews with
high-level Chinese officials, she pieces together detailed histories of economic
reform policy decisions and shows how the political logic of Chinese communist
institutions shaped those decisions.

Combining theoretical ambition with the flavor of on-the-ground policy-making
in Beijing, this book is a major contribution to the study of reform in China and
other communist countries.
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In the past decade, China was able to carry out economic reform without political reform, while the Soviet
Union attempted the opposite strategy. How did China succeed at economic market reform without changing
communist rule? Susan Shirk shows that Chinese communist political institutions are more flexible and less
centralized than their Soviet counterparts were.

Shirk pioneers a rational choice institutional approach to analyze policy-making in a non-democratic
authoritarian country and to explain the history of Chinese market reforms from 1979 to the present.
Drawing on extensive interviews with high-level Chinese officials, she pieces together detailed histories of
economic reform policy decisions and shows how the political logic of Chinese communist institutions
shaped those decisions.

Combining theoretical ambition with the flavor of on-the-ground policy-making in Beijing, this book is a
major contribution to the study of reform in China and other communist countries.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Susan L. Shirk is Professor of Political Science at the University of California, San Diego, and the author of
Competitive Comrades: Career Incentives and Student Strategies in China (California, 1982).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lucy Fletcher:

Have you spare time for just a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yeah, you can choose the suitable activity intended for spend your time. Any person spent all their spare
time to take a move, shopping, or went to the actual Mall. How about open as well as read a book eligible
The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social Choice and Political
Economy)? Maybe it is being best activity for you. You realize beside you can spend your time together with
your favorite's book, you can better than before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have some other
opinion?

Geraldine Carlson:

This The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social Choice and Political
Economy) are usually reliable for you who want to be a successful person, why. The reason of this The
Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy)
can be one of the great books you must have is actually giving you more than just simple examining food but
feed you actually with information that perhaps will shock your earlier knowledge. This book is actually
handy, you can bring it almost everywhere and whenever your conditions throughout the e-book and printed
ones. Beside that this The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social Choice
and Political Economy) giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo
of critical thinking that we realize it useful in your day exercise. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

Sheila Rivera:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The guide lovers usually prefer to select book like
comic, short story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting The Political Logic of
Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social Choice and Political Economy) that give your
pleasure preference will be satisfied by simply reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be
said as the method for people to know world considerably better then how they react toward the world. It
can't be explained constantly that reading routine only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to
possibly be success person. So , for all of you who want to start examining as your good habit, you are able
to pick The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social Choice and Political



Economy) become your starter.

Gertrude Ponder:

As a university student exactly feel bored to reading. If their teacher requested them to go to the library or
make summary for some reserve, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's spirit or real
their hobby. They just do what the trainer want, like asked to go to the library. They go to at this time there
but nothing reading very seriously. Any students feel that reading through is not important, boring and also
can't see colorful pictures on there. Yeah, it is to become complicated. Book is very important for you. As we
know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, many ways to reach
Chinese's country. So , this The Political Logic of Economic Reform in China (California Series on Social
Choice and Political Economy) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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