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This case study of the Washo Indians of western Nevada and the eastern Sierra
slopes of California is one of those rare events in the vast professional literature
on the American Indian where a picture of a single tribal culture as a whole is
presented. Though Washo culture in its traditional form has virtually ceased to
exist at all, its disappearance was gradual enough and its relatively full
appearance recent enough so that Professor Downs has been able to put the
memories of the older Washo together with known history and knowledge of the
culture area to form a coherent and dynamic reconstruction of the traditional
Washo way of life. But he never forgets history. There is a sense of time in the
book, which is so often lacking in attempts to reconstruct traditional cultures.
Even as the traditional patterns of subsistence techniques, of rituals and religion
of kinship and social organization are described, the reader anticipates the
dramatic changes in the Washo world to be wrought by the coming of the white
man. Each stage of readjustment brought about by this event is analyzed. The
Washo are not seen in isolation, but as part of the development of the region and
its economy. They interact with and are interdependent with whites in the earlier
stages of contact. But then the needs of the white man's economy change and
there is no longer any place for most of the Washo. The Washo adapt to this
circumstance, as they have adapted to previous conditions. In doing so they
exhibit some continuities with the past and their traditional culture and at the
same time adopt new patterns of behavior. This is not a happy world for the
Washo. For some poverty and uselessness sap their vitality and destroy
motivation, but the Washo identity is retained, and the Washo continue to cope
with life as it is.
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This case study of the Washo Indians of western Nevada and the eastern Sierra slopes of California is one of
those rare events in the vast professional literature on the American Indian where a picture of a single tribal
culture as a whole is presented. Though Washo culture in its traditional form has virtually ceased to exist at
all, its disappearance was gradual enough and its relatively full appearance recent enough so that Professor
Downs has been able to put the memories of the older Washo together with known history and knowledge of
the culture area to form a coherent and dynamic reconstruction of the traditional Washo way of life. But he
never forgets history. There is a sense of time in the book, which is so often lacking in attempts to
reconstruct traditional cultures. Even as the traditional patterns of subsistence techniques, of rituals and
religion of kinship and social organization are described, the reader anticipates the dramatic changes in the
Washo world to be wrought by the coming of the white man. Each stage of readjustment brought about by
this event is analyzed. The Washo are not seen in isolation, but as part of the development of the region and
its economy. They interact with and are interdependent with whites in the earlier stages of contact. But then
the needs of the white man's economy change and there is no longer any place for most of the Washo. The
Washo adapt to this circumstance, as they have adapted to previous conditions. In doing so they exhibit some
continuities with the past and their traditional culture and at the same time adopt new patterns of behavior.
This is not a happy world for the Washo. For some poverty and uselessness sap their vitality and destroy
motivation, but the Washo identity is retained, and the Washo continue to cope with life as it is.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Shawn Hodgin:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or details even
knowledge to make them keep up with the era which can be always change and move ahead. Some of you
maybe can update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for you but the problems coming to
you actually is you don't know what kind you should start with. This The Two Worlds of the Washo: An
Indian Tribe of California and Nevada (Case Studies in Cultural Anthropology Series) is our
recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what you want and need in this
era.

Melanie Moore:

The publication with title The Two Worlds of the Washo: An Indian Tribe of California and Nevada (Case
Studies in Cultural Anthropology Series) has lot of information that you can study it. You can get a lot of
advantage after read this book. This specific book exist new expertise the information that exist in this book
represented the condition of the world today. That is important to yo7u to learn how the improvement of the
world. This particular book will bring you in new era of the glowbal growth. You can read the e-book on the
smart phone, so you can read this anywhere you want.

Rosemary Till:

Beside this specific The Two Worlds of the Washo: An Indian Tribe of California and Nevada (Case Studies
in Cultural Anthropology Series) in your phone, it might give you a way to get closer to the new knowledge
or facts. The information and the knowledge you can got here is fresh from your oven so don't end up being
worry if you feel like an aged people live in narrow commune. It is good thing to have The Two Worlds of
the Washo: An Indian Tribe of California and Nevada (Case Studies in Cultural Anthropology Series)
because this book offers for you readable information. Do you oftentimes have book but you rarely get what
it's exactly about. Oh come on, that wil happen if you have this within your hand. The Enjoyable set up here
cannot be questionable, similar to treasuring beautiful island. Use you still want to miss that? Find this book
and also read it from currently!

Beatrice Flanagan:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a publication we can
know everything we wish. A book is a set of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year has been



exactly added. This publication The Two Worlds of the Washo: An Indian Tribe of California and Nevada
(Case Studies in Cultural Anthropology Series) was filled with regards to science. Spend your extra time to
add your knowledge about your research competence. Some people has various feel when they reading a
book. If you know how big good thing about a book, you can feel enjoy to read a publication. In the modern
era like now, many ways to get book which you wanted.
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