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During the 1920s and 1930s, Willis Richardson (1889-1977) was highly
respected as a leading African-American playwright and drama anthologist. His
plays were performed by numerous black high school, college, and university
drama groups and by theater companies in Chicago, New York, Washington
D.C., Cleveland, Baltimore, and Atlanta. With the opening of The Chip Woman's
Fortune (1923), he became the first African American to have a play produced
on Broadway. Several of his 46 plays were published in assorted magazines, and
in his essays, he urged black Americans to seek their dramatic material in their
own lives and circumstances. In addition, he edited three anthologies of plays by
African-Americans. But between 1940 and his death in 1977, Richardson came
to realize that his plays were period pieces and that they no longer reflected the
problems and situations of African-Americans. In the years before his death, he
attempted vigorously yet unsuccessfully to preserve several of his plays through
publication, if not production. But the man who has been called the father of
African-American drama and who was considered the hope and promise of
African-American drama died in obscurity.

Richardson has even been neglected by the scholarly community. This critical
biography, the first extensive consideration of his life and work, firmly
reestablishes his pioneering role in American theater. The book begins with a
detailed chronology, followed by a thoughtful biographical essay. The volume
then examines the nature of African-American drama in the 1920s, the period
during which Richardson was most productive, and it analyzes his approach to
drama as a means of educating African-American audiences. It then explores the
African-American community as the central theme in Richardson's plays, for
Richardson typically looks at the consequences of refusals by blacks to help one
another. The work additionally considers Richardson's history plays, his
anthologies, his dramas intended for black children, and his essays. A concluding
chapter summarizes his lasting influence; the book closes with a listing of his
plays and an extensive bibliography.
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During the 1920s and 1930s, Willis Richardson (1889-1977) was highly respected as a leading African-
American playwright and drama anthologist. His plays were performed by numerous black high school,
college, and university drama groups and by theater companies in Chicago, New York, Washington D.C.,
Cleveland, Baltimore, and Atlanta. With the opening of The Chip Woman's Fortune (1923), he became the
first African American to have a play produced on Broadway. Several of his 46 plays were published in
assorted magazines, and in his essays, he urged black Americans to seek their dramatic material in their own
lives and circumstances. In addition, he edited three anthologies of plays by African-Americans. But between
1940 and his death in 1977, Richardson came to realize that his plays were period pieces and that they no
longer reflected the problems and situations of African-Americans. In the years before his death, he
attempted vigorously yet unsuccessfully to preserve several of his plays through publication, if not
production. But the man who has been called the father of African-American drama and who was considered
the hope and promise of African-American drama died in obscurity.

Richardson has even been neglected by the scholarly community. This critical biography, the first extensive
consideration of his life and work, firmly reestablishes his pioneering role in American theater. The book
begins with a detailed chronology, followed by a thoughtful biographical essay. The volume then examines
the nature of African-American drama in the 1920s, the period during which Richardson was most
productive, and it analyzes his approach to drama as a means of educating African-American audiences. It
then explores the African-American community as the central theme in Richardson's plays, for Richardson
typically looks at the consequences of refusals by blacks to help one another. The work additionally
considers Richardson's history plays, his anthologies, his dramas intended for black children, and his essays.
A concluding chapter summarizes his lasting influence; the book closes with a listing of his plays and an
extensive bibliography.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Gray's excellent biography firmly locates Richardson in his Washington, DC, milieu, pointing out along the
way how scholarly studies of the Harlem Renaissance continue to overlook other important sites of African
American cultural production. Working with unpublished autobiographical material, interviews with
Richardson's family, and Richardson's published and unpublished writing, Gray paints a rich, meticulously
detailed portrait of the scope of Richardson's career. Written in clear and engaging prose, this
groundbreaking study should help to introduce Richardson to a new generation of readers. US literature and
culture at all levels; also a welcome addition to public collections."-Choice

?Gray's excellent biography firmly locates Richardson in his Washington, DC, milieu, pointing out along the
way how scholarly studies of the Harlem Renaissance continue to overlook other important sites of African
American cultural production. Working with unpublished autobiographical material, interviews with
Richardson's family, and Richardson's published and unpublished writing, Gray paints a rich, meticulously
detailed portrait of the scope of Richardson's career. Written in clear and engaging prose, this
groundbreaking study should help to introduce Richardson to a new generation of readers. US literature and
culture at all levels; also a welcome addition to public collections.?-Choice
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Guillermo Behler:

The feeling that you get from Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) may be the more deep you digging the information that
hide in the words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to
comprehend but Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies) giving you excitement feeling of reading. The article writer conveys their point
in specific way that can be understood through anyone who read this because the author of this publication is
well-known enough. This book also makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to
understand then can go along, both in printed or e-book style are available. We advise you for having this
specific Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American
& African Studies) instantly.



Melvin Robinson:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of
African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) publication written by well-
known writer whose to say well how to make book that may be understand by anyone who also read the
book. Written throughout good manner for you, leaking every ideas and creating skill only for eliminate your
current hunger then you still question Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama
(Contributions in Afro-American & African Studies) as good book not just by the cover but also with the
content. This is one book that can break don't judge book by its include, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already said so why you have to listening
to a different sixth sense.

Teresita Donahue:

The book untitled Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-
American & African Studies) contain a lot of information on this. The writer explains the woman idea with
easy method. The language is very simple to implement all the people, so do not worry, you can easy to read
the item. The book was authored by famous author. The author provides you in the new age of literary
works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or device, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can open their
official web-site as well as order it. Have a nice learn.

Shirley Drago:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is created or printed or created from each source which filled update of news. In this modern
era like now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science book, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just trying to find the
Willis Richardson, Forgotten Pioneer of African-American Drama (Contributions in Afro-American &
African Studies) when you necessary it?
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