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Using the tools of contemporary semiotic theory to analyze classical rabbinic
hermeneutics and medieval mystical exegesis, Betty Rojtman unveils a striking
modernity in these early forms of textual interpretation. The metaphor from
rabbinic literature that describes the writing of the Torah—black fire on white
fire—becomes, in Rojtman's analysis, a figure for the differential structures that
can be found throughout rabbinic discourse. Moving through the successive
levels of traditional commentary, from early Midrash to modern Kabbalah,
Rojtman examines the tension between the fluidity and nuance of the biblical text
and the fixed commitment to ideological and theological content. To examine
this strain between open text and sacred language, Rojtman scrutinizes the
demonstrative, "this," as a word whose significance changes with every change in
context. Her analysis suggests a double-layered meaning for "this," which refers
to the existential world in its multiplicity but also to transcendence and the
eternal presence of God.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Michael Hill:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in each and every way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make all of them survives, being in the middle of typically the crowded place
and notice by surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated that for a while is
reading. That's why, by reading a guide your ability to survive boost then having chance to endure than other
is high. To suit your needs who want to start reading any book, we give you this kind of Black Fire on White
Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studies in
Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) book as starter and daily reading publication. Why, because this
book is more than just a book.

Adrian Kester:

Nowadays reading books become more than want or need but also become a life style. This reading behavior
give you lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge even the information inside the
book that improve your knowledge and information. The details you get based on what kind of guide you
read, if you want have more knowledge just go with knowledge books but if you want experience happy read
one having theme for entertaining like comic or novel. The Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on Jewish
Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature, Culture, and
Society) is kind of reserve which is giving the reader unforeseen experience.

Michael Trejo:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray you, why because this Black Fire on White Fire: An Essay on
Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish Literature,
Culture, and Society) reserve written by well-known writer we are excited for well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written within good manner for you, still dripping wet
every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Black Fire on White
Fire: An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studies in
Jewish Literature, Culture, and Society) as good book not only by the cover but also through the content.
This is one book that can break don't determine book by its deal with, so do you still needing another sixth
sense to pick this particular!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said so why you have to
listening to a different sixth sense.



Michael Jones:

Is it an individual who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television
programs or just lying down on the bed? Do you need something totally new? This Black Fire on White Fire:
An Essay on Jewish Hermeneutics, from Midrash to Kabbalah (Contraversions: Critical Studies in Jewish
Literature, Culture, and Society) can be the response, oh how comes? It's a book you know. You are
therefore out of date, spending your time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So
what these books have than the others?
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