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Few people would have expected bloodshed in Kansas Territory. After all, it had
few slaves and showed few signs that slavery would even flourish. But civil war
tore this territory apart in the 1850s and 60s, and "Bleeding Kansas" became a
forbidding symbol for the nationwide clash over slavery that followed.

Many free-state Kansans seemed to care little about slaves, and many proslavery
Kansans owned not a single slave. But the failed promise of the Kansas-Nebraska
Act-when fraud in local elections subverted the settlers' right to choose whether
Kansas would be a slave or free state-fanned the flames of war. While other
writers have cited slavery or economics as the cause of unrest, Nicole Etcheson
seeks to revise our understanding of this era by focusing on whites' concerns over
their political liberties. The first comprehensive account of "Bleeding Kansas" in
more than thirty years, her study re-examines the debate over slavery expansion
to emphasize issues of popular sovereignty rather than slavery's moral or
economic dimensions.

The free-state movement was a coalition of settlers who favored black rights and
others who wanted the territory only for whites, but all were united by the
conviction that their political rights were violated by nonresident voting and by
Democratic presidents' heavy-handed administration of the territories. Etcheson
argues that participants on both sides of the Kansas conflict believed they fought
to preserve the liberties secured by the American Revolution and that violence
erupted because each side feared the loss of meaningful self-governance.

Bleeding Kansas is a gripping account of events and people-rabble-rousing Jim
Lane, zealot John Brown, Sheriff Sam Jones, and others-that examines the social
milieu of the settlers along with the political ideas they developed. Covering the
period from the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act to the 1879 Exoduster Migration, it
traces the complex interactions among groups inside and outside the territory,
creating a comprehensive political, social, and intellectual history of this
tumultuous period in the state's history.

As Etcheson demonstrates, the struggle over the political liberties of whites may
have heightened the turmoil but led eventually to a broadening of the definition
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of freedom to include blacks. Her insightful re-examination sheds new light on
this era and is essential reading for anyone interested in the ideological origins of
the Civil War.
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Few people would have expected bloodshed in Kansas Territory. After all, it had few slaves and showed few
signs that slavery would even flourish. But civil war tore this territory apart in the 1850s and 60s, and
"Bleeding Kansas" became a forbidding symbol for the nationwide clash over slavery that followed.

Many free-state Kansans seemed to care little about slaves, and many proslavery Kansans owned not a single
slave. But the failed promise of the Kansas-Nebraska Act-when fraud in local elections subverted the settlers'
right to choose whether Kansas would be a slave or free state-fanned the flames of war. While other writers
have cited slavery or economics as the cause of unrest, Nicole Etcheson seeks to revise our understanding of
this era by focusing on whites' concerns over their political liberties. The first comprehensive account of
"Bleeding Kansas" in more than thirty years, her study re-examines the debate over slavery expansion to
emphasize issues of popular sovereignty rather than slavery's moral or economic dimensions.

The free-state movement was a coalition of settlers who favored black rights and others who wanted the
territory only for whites, but all were united by the conviction that their political rights were violated by
nonresident voting and by Democratic presidents' heavy-handed administration of the territories. Etcheson
argues that participants on both sides of the Kansas conflict believed they fought to preserve the liberties
secured by the American Revolution and that violence erupted because each side feared the loss of
meaningful self-governance.

Bleeding Kansas is a gripping account of events and people-rabble-rousing Jim Lane, zealot John Brown,
Sheriff Sam Jones, and others-that examines the social milieu of the settlers along with the political ideas
they developed. Covering the period from the 1854 Kansas-Nebraska Act to the 1879 Exoduster Migration, it
traces the complex interactions among groups inside and outside the territory, creating a comprehensive
political, social, and intellectual history of this tumultuous period in the state's history.

As Etcheson demonstrates, the struggle over the political liberties of whites may have heightened the turmoil
but led eventually to a broadening of the definition of freedom to include blacks. Her insightful re-
examination sheds new light on this era and is essential reading for anyone interested in the ideological
origins of the Civil War.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Prodigiously researched and boldly written, Etcheson’s study reopens the important story of ‘Bleeding
Kansas’ in a thought provoking and compelling way.”—Michael Fellman, coauthor of That Terrible War:
The Civil War and Its Aftermath “Kansas Territory did indeed bleed for freedom, but as Etcheson’s elegant,
balanced, and deep account shows, the ‘slaves’ about whom combatants there were most passionate were
white.”—Craig Miner, author of Kansas: The History of the Sunflower State, 1854–2000 “An ambitious,
important, long-overdue, and very successful revisionist history of the organization of Kansas Territory. . . .
Essential reading for anyone interested in the ideological origins of the Civil War.”—Kenneth Winkle,
author of The Young Eagle: The Rise of Abraham Lincoln

From the Back Cover
"Prodigiously researched and boldly written, Etcheson's study reopens the important story of 'Bleeding
Kansas' in a thought provoking and compelling way."--Michael Fellman, coauthor of That Terrible War: The
Civil War and Its Aftermath

"Kansas Territory did indeed bleed for freedom, but as Etcheson's elegant, balanced, and deep account
shows, the 'slaves' about whom combatants there were most passionate were white."--Craig Miner, author of
Kansas: The History of the Sunflower State, 1854-2000

"An ambitious, important, long-overdue, and very successful revisionist history of the organization of
Kansas Territory. . . . Essential reading for anyone interested in the ideological origins of the Civil War."--
Kenneth Winkle, author of The Young Eagle: The Rise of Abraham Lincoln

About the Author
Nicole Etcheson is associate professor of history at the University of Texas at El Paso and author of The
Emerging Midwest: Upland Southerners and the Political Culture of the Old Northwest.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mary Burnette:

The book Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era make you feel enjoy for your spare time.
You may use to make your capable far more increase. Book can to become your best friend when you getting
pressure or having big problem together with your subject. If you can make reading through a book Bleeding
Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era for being your habit, you can get far more advantages, like
add your own personal capable, increase your knowledge about several or all subjects. You could know
everything if you like open up and read a e-book Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era.
Kinds of book are several. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or some others. So , how do you
think about this reserve?



Rita Carter:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important together with you? Or just adding material when you
really need something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your time? Or are you busy
person? If you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have spare time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. They must answer
that question since just their can do in which. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person.
Yes, it is correct. Because start from on guardería until university need this kind of Bleeding Kansas:
Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era to read.

Patricia Carter:

You are able to spend your free time you just read this book this book. This Bleeding Kansas: Contested
Liberty in the Civil War Era is simple to develop you can read it in the park, in the beach, train along with
soon. If you did not get much space to bring the printed book, you can buy often the e-book. It is make you
quicker to read it. You can save often the book in your smart phone. Thus there are a lot of benefits that you
will get when you buy this book.

Francisco Garcia:

Beside this Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era in your phone, it could give you a way
to get nearer to the new knowledge or data. The information and the knowledge you will got here is fresh
through the oven so don't always be worry if you feel like an older people live in narrow town. It is good
thing to have Bleeding Kansas: Contested Liberty in the Civil War Era because this book offers to you
personally readable information. Do you occasionally have book but you seldom get what it's all about. Oh
come on, that wil happen if you have this in the hand. The Enjoyable blend here cannot be questionable,
similar to treasuring beautiful island. Techniques you still want to miss that? Find this book along with read
it from now!
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