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Career Diplomacy—now in its second edition—is an insider's guide that
examines the foreign service as an institution, a profession, and a career. Harry
W. Kopp and Charles A. Gillespie, both of whom had long and distinguished
careers in the foreign service, provide a full and well-rounded picture of the
organization, its place in history, its strengths and weaknesses, and its role in
American foreign affairs. Based on their own experiences and through interviews
with over 100 current and former foreign service officers and specialists, the
authors lay out what to expect in a foreign service career, from the entrance exam
through midcareer and into the senior service—how the service works on paper,
and in practice.

The second edition addresses major changes that have occurred since 2007: the
controversial effort to build an expeditionary foreign service to lead the work of
stabilization and reconstruction in fragile states; deepening cooperation with the
U.S. military and the changing role of the service in Iraq and Afghanistan; the
ongoing surge in foreign service recruitment and hiring at the Department of
State and U.S. Agency for International Development; and the growing
integration of USAID’s budget and mission with those of the Department of
State.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Frank, incisive, and a good read, this book told me many things I never really understood about the foreign
service. I don't know how we got along without it." -- John R. Galvin, former Supreme Allied Commander in
Europe and former commander-in-chief, U.S. European Command, reviewing a previous edition or volume

" "Career Diplomacy" is a fascinating and readable book about one of America's lesser known assets -- the
diplomatic service. As Ambassador, I recognized how critical these foreign service people are to America's
place in the world. This tells that story." -- James R. Jones, former U.S Ambassador to Mexico and chairman
of the World Affairs Councils of America, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"This book is a gem, a one-stop shop for citizens, U.S. officials, foreign diplomats, and prospective
American foreign service officers who want to understand how American diplomacy and foreign policy are
organized and conducted. This carefully structured and well-written volume features rich and balanced
insights into the foreign service, and sheds a clear light on its three core functions of representation, overseas
operations, and policy. Essential reading on the culture and institutions of American diplomacy and on the
ins and outs of working in a foreign service career." -- Chester A. Crocker, James R. Schlesinger Professor of
Strategic Studies, Georgetown University, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"[ "Career Diplomacy"] is the best description of life in the foreign service -- its challenges, dangers,
satisfactions, and fun -- I have ever seen. It paints a superb picture of life abroad and at home, including both
its good and bad aspects, and does a brilliant job of pointing out how our diplomacy must change if it is to
meet the tremendous changes and challenges of the twenty-first century." -- Lawrence S. Eagleburger,
former Secretary of State, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"Harry Kopp and Charles Gillespie have produced an insightful and comprehensive response to the
questions, 'What is the foreign service and why do we need it?' This is a required read for anyone
contemplating a career in the foreign service." -- Stephen W. Bosworth, dean, Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, Tufts University, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"Rare are the books that can appeal to several audiences, but "Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S.
Foreign Service" is one of them. Former Foreign Service officers Harry W. Kopp and Charles A. Gillespie
have given us a crisp, often witty, overview of the diplomatic profession, complete with a useful glossary
and bibliography... this volume should be of interest to the general reading public, aspiring diplomats and
practicing FSOs alike." -- "Foreign Service Journal," reviewing a previous edition or volume

" "Career Diplomacy "may not be required reading for experienced foreign affairs professionals or jaded
FSO insiders. As an introduction to the profession for the layperson or for anyone considering a commitment
to the Foreign Service career, however, the book is authoritative, complete and indispensable. For the rest of



us, it's a delight, a stylishly told reminder of who we are, what we do and where we may be heading." --
"American Diplomacy," reviewing a previous edition or volume

"A clear, unvarnished look at life in the United States Foreign Service, what works, and what doesn't.
"Career Diplomacy" should be must reading for every foreign service officer -- and everyone else who
represents our country overseas." -- Ann Blackman, author of "Seasons of Her Life: A Biography of
Madeleine Korbel Albright," reviewing a previous edition or volume

" "Career Diplomacy" is an informative, entertaining, and inspirational read. Intended as a guide to the
United States Foreign Service for the interested layman, the book is equally useful to individuals considering
careers in the foreign service; to policy professionals who need to know how a critical component of
government functions; or to citizens simply wanting to know how they are served by the professionals who
represent them overseas, carry out foreign operations on the ground, and advise their government on foreign
policy. Within ten crisply written chapters the authors illuminate the purposes, history, structure, and future
of the foreign service. They do so with insight and charm, drawing heavily on the experiences of dozens of
foreign service women and men. Reading this book will inspire young people to yearn for a foreign service
career; will generate collegial confidence among policymakers in other government branches; and will assure
citizens that their foreign service tax dollars are well spent." -- Louis W. Goodman, dean, School of
International Service, American University, reviewing a previous edition or volume

The best description of life in the foreign service -- its challenges, dangers, satisfactions, and fun -- I have
ever seen. It paints a superb picture of life abroad and at home, including both its good and bad aspects, and
does a brilliant job of pointing out how our diplomacy must change if it is to meet the tremendous changes
and challenges of the twenty-first century. --Lawrence S. Eagleburger, former Secretary of State

Career Diplomacy is a fascinating and readable book about one of America's lesser known assets -- the
diplomatic service. As Ambassador, I recognized how critical these foreign service people are to America's
place in the world. This tells that story.--James R. Jones, former U.S Ambassador to Mexico and chairman of
the World Affairs Councils of America

A clear, unvarnished look at life in the United States Foreign Service, what works, and what doesn't. Career
Diplomacy should be must reading for every foreign service officer -- and everyone else who represents our
country overseas.--Ann Blackman, author of Seasons of Her Life: A Biography of Madeleine Korbel
Albright

Frank, incisive, and a good read, this book told me many things I never really understood about the foreign
service. I don't know how we got along without it.--John R. Galvin, former Supreme Allied Commander in
Europe and former commander-in-chief, U.S. European Command

This book is a gem, a one-stop shop for citizens, U.S. officials, foreign diplomats, and prospective American
foreign service officers who want to understand how American diplomacy and foreign policy are organized
and conducted. This carefully structured and well-written volume features rich and balanced insights into the
foreign service, and sheds a clear light on its three core functions of representation, overseas operations, and



policy. Essential reading on the culture and institutions of American diplomacy and on the ins and outs of
working in a foreign service career.--Chester A. Crocker, James R. Schlesinger Professor of Strategic
Studies, Georgetown University

Harry Kopp and Charles Gillespie have produced an insightful and comprehensive response to the questions,
'What is the foreign service and why do we need it?' This is a required read for anyone contemplating a
career in the foreign service.--Stephen W. Bosworth, dean, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts
University

Career Diplomacy is an informative, entertaining, and inspirational read. Intended as a guide to the United
States Foreign Service for the interested layman, the book is equally useful to individuals considering careers
in the foreign service; to policy professionals who need to know how a critical component of government
functions; or to citizens simply wanting to know how they are served by the professionals who represent
them overseas, carry out foreign operations on the ground, and advise their government on foreign policy.
Within ten crisply written chapters the authors illuminate the purposes, history, structure, and future of the
foreign service. They do so with insight and charm, drawing heavily on the experiences of dozens of foreign
service women and men. Reading this book will inspire young people to yearn for a foreign service career;
will generate collegial confidence among policymakers in other government branches; and will assure
citizens that their foreign service tax dollars are well spent.--Louis W. Goodman, dean, School of
International Service, American University

The best description of life in the foreign service its challenges, dangers, satisfactions, and fun I have ever
seen. It paints a superb picture of life abroad and at home, including both its good and bad aspects, and does
a brilliant job of pointing out how our diplomacy must change if it is to meet the tremendous changes and
challenges of the twenty-first century. --Lawrence S. Eagleburger, former Secretary of State"

Frank, incisive, and a good read, this book told me many things I never really understood about the foreign
service. I don t know how we got along without it.--John R. Galvin, former Supreme Allied Commander in
Europe and former commander-in-chief, U.S. European Command"

"Career Diplomacy" is an informative, entertaining, and inspirational read. Intended as a guide to the United
States Foreign Service for the interested layman, the book is equally useful to individuals considering careers
in the foreign service; to policy professionals who need to know how a critical component of government
functions; or to citizens simply wanting to know how they are served by the professionals who represent
them overseas, carry out foreign operations on the ground, and advise their government on foreign policy.
Within ten crisply written chapters the authors illuminate the purposes, history, structure, and future of the
foreign service. They do so with insight and charm, drawing heavily on the experiences of dozens of foreign
service women and men. Reading this book will inspire young people to yearn for a foreign service career;
will generate collegial confidence among policymakers in other government branches; and will assure
citizens that their foreign service tax dollars are well spent.--Louis W. Goodman, dean, School of
International Service, American University

A clear, unvarnished look at life in the United States Foreign Service, what works, and what doesn't. "Career
Diplomacy" should be must reading for every foreign service officer and everyone else who represents our



country overseas.--Ann Blackman, author of Seasons of Her Life: A Biography of Madeleine Korbel
Albright"

"Career Diplomacy" is a fascinating and readable book about one of America's lesser known assets the
diplomatic service. As Ambassador, I recognized how critical these foreign service people are to America's
place in the world. This tells that story.--James R. Jones, former U.S Ambassador to Mexico and chairman of
the World Affairs Councils of America"

Harry Kopp and Charles Gillespie have produced an insightful and comprehensive response to the questions,
'What is the foreign service and why do we need it?' This is a required read for anyone contemplating a
career in the foreign service.

--Stephen W. Bosworth, dean, Fletcher School of Law and Diplomacy, Tufts University

The best description of life in the foreign service its challenges, dangers, satisfactions, and fun I have ever
seen. It paints a superb picture of life abroad and at home, including both its good and bad aspects, and does
a brilliant job of pointing out how our diplomacy must change if it is to meet the tremendous changes and
challenges of the twenty-first century.

--Lawrence S. Eagleburger, former Secretary of State"

Frank, incisive, and a good read, this book told me many things I never really understood about the foreign
service. I don t know how we got along without it.

--John R. Galvin, former Supreme Allied Commander in Europe and former commander-in-chief, U.S.
European Command"

Career Diplomacy is an informative, entertaining, and inspirational read. Intended as a guide to the United
States Foreign Service for the interested layman, the book is equally useful to individuals considering careers
in the foreign service; to policy professionals who need to know how a critical component of government
functions; or to citizens simply wanting to know how they are served by the professionals who represent
them overseas, carry out foreign operations on the ground, and advise their government on foreign policy.
Within ten crisply written chapters the authors illuminate the purposes, history, structure, and future of the
foreign service. They do so with insight and charm, drawing heavily on the experiences of dozens of foreign
service women and men. Reading this book will inspire young people to yearn for a foreign service career;
will generate collegial confidence among policymakers in other government branches; and will assure
citizens that their foreign service tax dollars are well spent.

--Louis W. Goodman, dean, School of International Service, American University

A clear, unvarnished look at life in the United States Foreign Service, what works, and what doesn't. Career
Diplomacy should be must reading for every foreign service officer and everyone else who represents our
country overseas.

--Ann Blackman, author of Seasons of Her Life: A Biography of Madeleine Korbel Albright"



This book is a gem, a one-stop shop for citizens, U.S. officials, foreign diplomats, and prospective American
foreign service officers who want to understand how American diplomacy and foreign policy are organized
and conducted. This carefully structured and well-written volume features rich and balanced insights into the
foreign service, and sheds a clear light on its three core functions of representation, overseas operations, and
policy. Essential reading on the culture and institutions of American diplomacy and on the ins and outs of
working in a foreign service career.

--Chester A. Crocker, James R. Schlesinger Professor of Strategic Studies, Georgetown University

Career Diplomacy is a fascinating and readable book about one of America's lesser known assets the
diplomatic service. As Ambassador, I recognized how critical these foreign service people are to America's
place in the world. This tells that story.

--James R. Jones, former U.S Ambassador to Mexico and chairman of the World Affairs Councils of
America"

Review

"Current, dispassionate, and accurate, Career Diplomacy is the must-read book for those seeking
understanding of today's Foreign Service. From traditional diplomacy to work in the provinces of
Afghanistan and Iraq, it is all here. "?Ronald E. Neumann, former ambassador and president, American
Academy of Diplomacy

"Career Diplomacy introduces readers to one of the most interesting and challenging
professions?diplomacy?and one that most Americans know very little about. The book is one of the few on
the subject and a great resource for anyone considering a Foreign Service career. "?Susan Johnson, president,
American Foreign Service Association

Review

"Rare are the books that can appeal to several audiences, but Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S.
Foreign Service is one of them. Former Foreign Service officers Harry W. Kopp and Charles A. Gillespie
have given us a crisp, often witty, overview of the diplomatic profession, complete with a useful glossary
and bibliography... this volume should be of interest to the general reading public, aspiring diplomats and
practicing FSOs alike." -- Foreign Service Journal, reviewing a previous edition or volume

" Career Diplomacy may not be required reading for experienced foreign affairs professionals or jaded FSO
insiders. As an introduction to the profession for the layperson or for anyone considering a commitment to
the Foreign Service career, however, the book is authoritative, complete and indispensable. For the rest of us,
it's a delight, a stylishly told reminder of who we are, what we do and where we may be heading." --
American Diplomacy, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"[ Career Diplomacy] is the best description of life in the foreign service -- its challenges, dangers,



satisfactions, and fun -- I have ever seen. It paints a superb picture of life abroad and at home, including both
its good and bad aspects, and does a brilliant job of pointing out how our diplomacy must change if it is to
meet the tremendous changes and challenges of the twenty-first century." -- Lawrence S. Eagleburger,
former Secretary of State, reviewing a previous edition or volume

" Career Diplomacy is a fascinating and readable book about one of America's lesser known assets -- the
diplomatic service. As Ambassador, I recognized how critical these foreign service people are to America's
place in the world. This tells that story." -- James R. Jones, former U.S Ambassador to Mexico and
chairman of the World Affairs Councils of America, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"A clear, unvarnished look at life in the United States Foreign Service, what works, and what doesn't. Career
Diplomacy should be must reading for every foreign service officer -- and everyone else who represents our
country overseas." -- Ann Blackman, author of Seasons of Her Life: A Biography of Madeleine Korbel
Albright, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"Frank, incisive, and a good read, this book told me many things I never really understood about the foreign
service. I don't know how we got along without it." -- John R. Galvin, former Supreme Allied Commander
in Europe and former commander-in-chief, U.S. European Command, reviewing a previous edition or
volume

"This book is a gem, a one-stop shop for citizens, U.S. officials, foreign diplomats, and prospective
American foreign service officers who want to understand how American diplomacy and foreign policy are
organized and conducted. This carefully structured and well-written volume features rich and balanced
insights into the foreign service, and sheds a clear light on its three core functions of representation, overseas
operations, and policy. Essential reading on the culture and institutions of American diplomacy and on the
ins and outs of working in a foreign service career." -- Chester A. Crocker, James R. Schlesinger Professor
of Strategic Studies, Georgetown University, reviewing a previous edition or volume

"Harry Kopp and Charles Gillespie have produced an insightful and comprehensive response to the
questions, 'What is the foreign service and why do we need it?' This is a required read for anyone
contemplating a career in the foreign service." -- Stephen W. Bosworth, dean, Fletcher School of Law and
Diplomacy, Tufts University, reviewing a previous edition or volume



" Career Diplomacy is an informative, entertaining, and inspirational read. Intended as a guide to the United
States Foreign Service for the interested layman, the book is equally useful to individuals considering careers
in the foreign service; to policy professionals who need to know how a critical component of government
functions; or to citizens simply wanting to know how they are served by the professionals who represent
them overseas, carry out foreign operations on the ground, and advise their government on foreign policy.
Within ten crisply written chapters the authors illuminate the purposes, history, structure, and future of the
foreign service. They do so with insight and charm, drawing heavily on the experiences of dozens of foreign
service women and men. Reading this book will inspire young people to yearn for a foreign service career;
will generate collegial confidence among policymakers in other government branches; and will assure
citizens that their foreign service tax dollars are well spent." -- Louis W. Goodman, dean, School of
International Service, American University, reviewing a previous edition or volume

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Francis Rutland:

This Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S. Foreign Service, Second Edition are generally reliable for
you who want to be a successful person, why. The main reason of this Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in
the U.S. Foreign Service, Second Edition can be among the great books you must have is giving you more
than just simple studying food but feed you with information that probably will shock your prior knowledge.
This book is handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions both in e-book and
printed versions. Beside that this Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S. Foreign Service, Second
Edition giving you an enormous of experience like rich vocabulary, giving you test of critical thinking that
we understand it useful in your day action. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

April Wages:

People live in this new morning of lifestyle always aim to and must have the free time or they will get lots of
stress from both lifestyle and work. So , if we ask do people have spare time, we will say absolutely indeed.
People is human not really a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity have you got when the spare
time coming to anyone of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then ever try this one, reading
guides. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the actual book you have read is definitely
Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S. Foreign Service, Second Edition.

Derek McCaleb:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Career Diplomacy: Life and Work
in the U.S. Foreign Service, Second Edition guide written by well-known writer who knows well how to
make book that could be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written throughout good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and composing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still question
Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S. Foreign Service, Second Edition as good book not merely by
the cover but also from the content. This is one publication that can break don't assess book by its deal with,
so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick this specific!? Oh come on your looking at sixth sense
already alerted you so why you have to listening to one more sixth sense.



William Carroll:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This book Career Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S. Foreign
Service, Second Edition was colourful and of course has pictures around. As we know that book Career
Diplomacy: Life and Work in the U.S. Foreign Service, Second Edition has many kinds or variety. Start from
kids until youngsters. For example Naruto or Investigation company Conan you can read and think you are
the character on there. So , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it makes you feel happy, fun
and unwind. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading which.
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