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It has been said in China that a city without a wall would be as inconceivable as a
house without a roof. Even the smallest village invariably had some form of
defensive wall, while the Great Wall of China was an attempt to build a barrier
along the most vulnerable border of the entire country. Yet the finest examples of
walled communities were China's walled cities, whose defensive architecture
surpassed anything along the Great Wall. This book traces the evolution of the
walled city from the 3,000 year old remains of the beaten earth walls of the
Shang dynasty to the huge stone fortifications of the Ming dynasty. Stephen
Turnbull, expert military historian, reveals the defensive structures from all the
major ancient Chinese cities, and discusses how they protected entire
communities, and not just castle dwellers, with color artwork reconstructions,
maps and archive photographs.
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Editorial Review

Review

“This intriguing book is an outstanding introduction to fortifications and siege warfare in Asia over 20
centuries. In addition, it offers suggestions and advice for those interested in seeing these city walls for
themselves, as tourism in China has opened so much in recent times. For those interested in fortifications
beyond the European culture, this book is highly recommended.” ?Bolling Smith, Coast Defense Journal
(March 2010)

“This is one of the best books in the series on the Orient.” ?J.E. Kaufmann, Site O, www.siteo.net (July 2009)

“The book covers the complete design and implementation of styles and shows how the various works were
modified or improved to meet the needs of the areas in which they were placed... All of this is additionally
enhanced by photos of the current sites, period art work and the illustrations of Steve Noon. Though some of
the fortifications are either gone or inaccessible, many are still extant and those areas are shown and
discussed. In all, a superb addition to the Fortress series and a book that I believe you will find interesting.”
?Scott Van Aken, www.modelingmadness.com (August 2009)

About the Author
Stephen Turnbull took his first degree at Cambridge University, and received a PhD from Leeds University
for his work on Japanese religious history. He has traveled extensively in Europe and the Far East and also
runs a well-used picture library. His work has been recognized by the awarding of the Canon Prize of the
British Association for Japanese Studies and a Japan Festival Literary Award. He currently divides his time
between lecturing in Japanese Religion at the University of Leeds and writing.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Rose Rowe:

As people who live in often the modest era should be up-date about what going on or info even knowledge to
make them keep up with the era and that is always change and move ahead. Some of you maybe will
certainly update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know what one you should start with. This Chinese Walled Cities 221 BC– AD 1644
(Fortress) is our recommendation to cause you to keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and wish in this era.

John Mallery:

Many people spending their moment by playing outside together with friends, fun activity using family or
just watching TV 24 hours a day. You can have new activity to shell out your whole day by reading through
a book. Ugh, you think reading a book can definitely hard because you have to accept the book everywhere?



It all right you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Chinese
Walled Cities 221 BC– AD 1644 (Fortress) which is obtaining the e-book version. So , try out this book?
Let's notice.

Jerold Niemi:

Don't be worry if you are afraid that this book can filled the space in your house, you may have it in e-book
approach, more simple and reachable. This specific Chinese Walled Cities 221 BC– AD 1644 (Fortress) can
give you a lot of friends because by you taking a look at this one book you have thing that they don't and
make anyone more like an interesting person. This kind of book can be one of a step for you to get success.
This guide offer you information that probably your friend doesn't know, by knowing more than other make
you to be great men and women. So , why hesitate? Let us have Chinese Walled Cities 221 BC– AD 1644
(Fortress).

Lucy Carson:

As a university student exactly feel bored for you to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the
library or make summary for some e-book, they are complained. Just very little students that has reading's
internal or real their passion. They just do what the professor want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring and also can't see
colorful photographs on there. Yeah, it is being complicated. Book is very important in your case. As we
know that on this period of time, many ways to get whatever we really wish for. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. So , this Chinese Walled Cities 221 BC– AD 1644 (Fortress) can make you feel
more interested to read.
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