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How the media are organised and funded is central to understanding their role in
society. Critical Political Economy of the Media provides a clear, comprehensive
and insightful introduction to the political economic analysis of contemporary
media.

Jonathan Hardy undertakes a critical survey of political economy scholarship
encompassing worldwide literature, issues and debates, and relationships with
other academic approaches. He assesses different ways of making sense of media
convergence and digitalisation, media power and influence, and transformations
across communication markets. Many of the problems of the media that
prompted critical political economy research remain salient, he argues, but the
approach must continue to adapt to new conditions and challenges. Hardy
advances the case for a revitalised critical media studies for the 21st century.

Topics covered include:

media ownership and financing●

news and entertainment●

convergence and the Internet●

media globalisation●

advertising and media●

alternative media●

media policy and regulation●

Introducing key concepts and research, this book explains how political economy
can assist students, researchers and citizens to investigate and address vital
questions about the media today.
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of making sense of media convergence and digitalisation, media power and influence, and transformations
across communication markets. Many of the problems of the media that prompted critical political economy
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Editorial Review

Review

"Jonathan Hardy’s book deals in a highly astute manner with the question: How are the media shaped by and
shaping capitalism and power structures? It is an excellent resource for scholars, students, activists and
citizens who are interested in the critique of the political economy of the media and who want to understand
what informational capitalism is doing to us and how we can politically resist it."

Christian Fuchs, Professor of Social Media, University of Westminster

"Questions about the arrogance of media owners, the pervasiveness of advertising and public relations, the
failure of regulation, and the pressures on public cultural institutions, are once again rising to the top of the
agenda for debate. Jonathan Hardy’s timely intervention provides an admirably clear and accessible
introduction to a tradition of inquiry, critical political economy, that has always placed these issues centre-
stage. Anyone seriously interested in unpicking the ways media are shaped by the shifting play of power
between corporations, governments and civil society will find this book an indispensable guide."

Graham Murdock, Professor of Culture and Economy, Loughborough University

"The critical study of the political economy of the media has never been more important. Jonathan Hardy
provides an excellent overview of this vital perspective in a book that should become a key text in media and
communication studies."

Janet Wasko, Professor & Knight Chair in Communication Research, University of Oregon

About the Author

Jonathan Hardy is Reader in Media Studies at the University of East London and teaches at Goldsmiths
College, University of London. He is the author of Western Media Systems (2008) and Cross-Media
Promotion (2010).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Arthur Pascual:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in each way. By being competitive today, people have do
something to make these survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice by simply
surrounding. One thing that sometimes many people have underestimated it for a while is reading. Yep, by



reading a guide your ability to survive raise then having chance to remain than other is high. For yourself
who want to start reading a book, we give you this specific Critical Political Economy of the Media: An
Introduction (Communication and Society) book as basic and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
greater than just a book.

Sarah Ford:

As people who live in often the modest era should be upgrade about what going on or details even
knowledge to make these individuals keep up with the era that is always change and advance. Some of you
maybe will update themselves by examining books. It is a good choice for yourself but the problems coming
to you is you don't know what one you should start with. This Critical Political Economy of the Media: An
Introduction (Communication and Society) is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
since this book serves what you want and wish in this era.

Marvin Seto:

This Critical Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and Society) are generally
reliable for you who want to be described as a successful person, why. The explanation of this Critical
Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and Society) can be on the list of great
books you must have is usually giving you more than just simple reading through food but feed you actually
with information that possibly will shock your prior knowledge. This book is usually handy, you can bring it
almost everywhere and whenever your conditions at e-book and printed versions. Beside that this Critical
Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and Society) forcing you to have an
enormous of experience for example rich vocabulary, giving you trial run of critical thinking that we know it
useful in your day task. So , let's have it and enjoy reading.

William Wood:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from it. You can take knowledge and information from
your book. Book is published or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. In this
particular modern era like right now, many ways to get information are available for an individual. From
media social including newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and
comic. You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to open your
book? Or just looking for the Critical Political Economy of the Media: An Introduction (Communication and
Society) when you necessary it?
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