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Mother’s Milk, Mother’s Ruin, and Ladies' Delight. Dutch Courage and
Cuckold’'s Comfort. These evocative nicknames for gin hint that it has afar
livelier history than the simple and classic martini would lead you to believe. In
this book, Lesley Jacobs Solmonson journeysinto gin's past, revealing that this
spirit has played the role of both hero and villain throughout history.

Taking us back to gin’s origins as a medicine derived from the aromatic juniper
berry, Solmonson describes how the Dutch recognized the berry’ s acoholic
possibilities and distilled it into the whiskey-like genever. She then follows the
drink to Britain, where cheap imitations laced with turpentine and other caustic
fillers made it the drink of choice for poor eighteenth-century Londoners.
Eventually replaced by the sweetened Old Tom style and later by London Dry
gin, its popularity spread along with the British Empire. As people today once
again embrace classic cocktails like the gimlet and the negroni, gin has reclaimed
its place in the world of mixology. Featuring many enticing recipes, Gin isthe
perfect gift for cocktail aficionados and anyone who wants to know whether it

should be shaken or stirred.
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Mother’s Milk, Mother’s Ruin, and Ladies Delight. Dutch Courage and Cuckold's Comfort. These
evocative nicknames for gin hint that it has afar livelier history than the smple and classic martini would
lead you to believe. In this book, Lesley Jacobs Solmonson journeysinto gin's past, revealing that this spirit
has played the role of both hero and villain throughout history.

Taking us back to gin’s origins as a medicine derived from the aromatic juniper berry, Solmonson describes
how the Dutch recognized the berry’ s alcoholic possibilities and distilled it into the whiskey-like genever.
She then follows the drink to Britain, where cheap imitations laced with turpentine and other caustic fillers
made it the drink of choice for poor eighteenth-century Londoners. Eventually replaced by the sweetened
Old Tom style and later by London Dry gin, its popularity spread along with the British Empire. As people
today once again embrace classic cocktails like the gimlet and the negroni, gin has reclaimed its place in the
world of mixology. Featuring many enticing recipes, Gin is the perfect gift for cocktail aficionados and
anyone who wants to know whether it should be shaken or stirred.
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Editorial Review
Review

“Thisis afascinating little book crammed with intriguing facts and topped off with cocktail recipeswith
names like ‘corpse reviver.’ It makes a person very thirsty . . . for knowledge, of course.”

(Daily Telegraph)

“Gin: A Global History and Vodka: A Global History are two delicious, well-mixed cocktails of history and
booze. Thefirst thing | learned from these books is acohol’ s long-lasting dual effect on society. . . . | also
learned that every kind of liquor hasits own story. In these handsomely bound little volumes, part of the
Edible series from Reaktion Books, the authors retell the centuries-long and always fascinating stories of
vodkaand gin.”

(The Inquisitive Eater)

About the Author

L esley Jacobs Solmonson is a freelance writer and cofounder of the cocktail blog 12bottlebar.com. Her
writings on food, wine, and spirits have been featured in Wine Enthusiast, Gourmet, Dining Out, and C
magazine.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
L ouise Richards:

The book Gin: A Global History (Edible) make one feel enjoy for your spare time. Y ou can utilize to make
your capable alot more increase. Book can for being your best friend when you getting strain or having big
problem with the subject. If you can make examining abook Gin: A Global History (Edible) to get your
habit, you can get much more advantages, like add your own capable, increase your knowledge about some
or all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like open up and read a e-book Gin: A Global History
(Edible). Kinds of book are alot of. It means that, science e-book or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do
you think about this guide?

Carolyn Robles:

This book untitled Gin: A Global History (Edible) to be one of several books in which best seller in this year,
that's because when you read this guide you can get alot of benefit onto it. Y ou will easily to buy that book
in the book retailer or you can order it through online. The publisher in this book sells the e-book too. It
makes you more easily to read this book, as you can read this book in your Mobile phone. So thereisno
reason to you personally to past this publication from your list.



Sandra Bryson:

The actual book Gin: A Global History (Edible) will bring you to definitely the new experience of reading a
book. The author style to spell out the ideais very unique. In case you try to find new book to read, this book
very suited to you. The book Gin: A Global History (Edible) is much recommended to you you just read.

Y ou can also get the e-book through the official web site, so you can more readily to read the book.

Arnold Allison:

As astudent exactly feel bored to be able to reading. If their teacher expected them to go to the library or to
make summary for some publication, they are complained. Just little students that has reading's spirit or real
their interest. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to generaly there
but nothing reading really. Any students feel that looking at is not important, boring in addition to can't see
colorful pics on there. Yeah, it isto get complicated. Book isvery important for you personaly. Aswe know
that on this era, many ways to get whatever we wish. Likewise word says, ways to reach Chinese's country.
Therefore, this Gin: A Global History (Edible) can make you really feel more interested to read.
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