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Conflicting interests and conflicting attitudes toward the war characterized the
uneasy relationship between Washington and Hollywood during World War II.
There was deep disagreement within the film-making community as to the stance
towards the war that should be taken by one of America's most lucrative
industries. Hollywood Goes to War reveals the powerful role played by President
Franklin D. Roosevelt's Office of War Information—staffed by some of
America's most famous intellectuals including Elmer Davis, Robert Sherwood,
and Archibald MacLeish—in shaping the films that were released during the war
years. Ironically, it was the film industry's own self-censorship system, the Hays
Office and the Production Code Administration, that paved the way for
government censors to cut and shape movies to portray an idealized image of a
harmonious American society united in the fight against a common enemy.
Clayton R. Koppes and Gregory D. Black reconstruct the power struggles
between the legendary producers, writers, directors, stars and politicians all
seeking to project their own visions onto the silver screen and thus to affect
public perceptions and opinion.
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Conflicting interests and conflicting attitudes toward the war characterized the uneasy relationship between
Washington and Hollywood during World War II. There was deep disagreement within the film-making
community as to the stance towards the war that should be taken by one of America's most lucrative
industries. Hollywood Goes to War reveals the powerful role played by President Franklin D. Roosevelt's
Office of War Information—staffed by some of America's most famous intellectuals including Elmer Davis,
Robert Sherwood, and Archibald MacLeish—in shaping the films that were released during the war years.
Ironically, it was the film industry's own self-censorship system, the Hays Office and the Production Code
Administration, that paved the way for government censors to cut and shape movies to portray an idealized
image of a harmonious American society united in the fight against a common enemy. Clayton R. Koppes
and Gregory D. Black reconstruct the power struggles between the legendary producers, writers, directors,
stars and politicians all seeking to project their own visions onto the silver screen and thus to affect public
perceptions and opinion.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Beware of censors bearing high ideals. That's the message of "Hollywood Goes to War, a careful account of
America's flirtation with cultural commissarship during World War II. . . . The descriptions of behind-the-
scenes fiddling by bureaucrats (particularly with King Vidor's ambitious flop, 'An American Romance, '
which was 'transformed from a paean to rugged individualism into a celebration of management-labor
cooperation') are instructive. They expose the political mentality of the time and the mentality of
propagandists of all times."--Walter Goodman, "New York Times Book Review

About the Author

Clayton R. Koppes is Houck Professor of Humanities and Chairman of the History Department at Oberlin
College. Gregory D. Black is Chairman of the Communications Department at the University of Missouri,
Kansas City, and Director of the American Culture program there.

From The Washington Post
"Koppes and Black, professor of history and communications respectively, have no evident ideological axes
to grind in this thorough . . . study. Their primary concern is to examine 'the enduring question of the
appropriateness of governmental coercion and censorship of private media' as it was raised by the
relationship between the movie industry and the U.S. government."

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mark McCarver:

Why don't make it to be your habit? Right now, try to ready your time to do the important take action, like
looking for your favorite e-book and reading a guide. Beside you can solve your condition; you can add your
knowledge by the guide entitled Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped
World War II Movies. Try to make book Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda
Shaped World War II Movies as your good friend. It means that it can to become your friend when you
really feel alone and beside that course make you smarter than previously. Yeah, it is very fortuned for
yourself. The book makes you a lot more confidence because you can know everything by the book. So , we
should make new experience in addition to knowledge with this book.

Rodney Bell:

Book is to be different per grade. Book for children until adult are different content. We all know that that
book is very important for all of us. The book Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and
Propaganda Shaped World War II Movies seemed to be making you to know about other expertise and of
course you can take more information. It doesn't matter what advantages for you. The publication Hollywood
Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped World War II Movies is not only giving you
considerably more new information but also to become your friend when you truly feel bored. You can



spend your own spend time to read your reserve. Try to make relationship with all the book Hollywood Goes
to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped World War II Movies. You never really feel lose out
for everything when you read some books.

Elizabeth Black:

In this age globalization it is important to someone to obtain information. The information will make anyone
to understand the condition of the world. The condition of the world makes the information quicker to share.
You can find a lot of sources to get information example: internet, newspaper, book, and soon. You can see
that now, a lot of publisher that will print many kinds of book. The particular book that recommended to
your account is Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped World War II
Movies this book consist a lot of the information from the condition of this world now. This particular book
was represented so why is the world has grown up. The vocabulary styles that writer use to explain it is easy
to understand. Typically the writer made some research when he makes this book. This is why this book
suitable all of you.

Donald Noble:

On this era which is the greater individual or who has ability to do something more are more special than
other. Do you want to become certainly one of it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you need to do
is just spending your time little but quite enough to have a look at some books. On the list of books in the top
list in your reading list is usually Hollywood Goes to War: How Politics, Profits and Propaganda Shaped
World War II Movies. This book that is qualified as The Hungry Hills can get you closer in growing to be
precious person. By looking upward and review this e-book you can get many advantages.
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