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During the 1990s, films such as sex, lies, and videotape, The Crying Game, Pulp
Fiction, Good Will Hunting, and Shakespeare in Love earned substantial sums at
the box office along with extensive critical acclaim. A disproportionate number
of these hits came from one company: Miramax. Indie, Inc. surveys Miramax’s
evolution from independent producer-distributor to studio subsidiary, chronicling
how one company transformed not just the independent film world but the film
and media industries more broadly. As Alisa Perren illustrates, Miramax’s
activities had an impact on everything from film festival practices to marketing
strategies, talent development to awards campaigning.

Case studies of key films, including The Piano, Kids, Scream, The English
Patient, and Life Is Beautiful, reveal how Miramax went beyond influencing
Hollywood business practices and motion picture aesthetics to shaping popular
and critical discourses about cinema during the 1990s. Indie, Inc. does what other
books about contemporary low-budget cinema have not—it transcends
discussions of “American indies” to look at the range of Miramax-released genre
films, foreign-language films, and English-language imports released over the
course of the decade. The book illustrates that what both the press and scholars
have typically represented as the “rise of the American independent” was in fact
part of a larger reconfiguration of the media industries toward niche-oriented
products.
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During the 1990s, films such as sex, lies, and videotape, The Crying Game, Pulp Fiction, Good Will
Hunting, and Shakespeare in Love earned substantial sums at the box office along with extensive critical
acclaim. A disproportionate number of these hits came from one company: Miramax. Indie, Inc. surveys
Miramax’s evolution from independent producer-distributor to studio subsidiary, chronicling how one
company transformed not just the independent film world but the film and media industries more broadly. As
Alisa Perren illustrates, Miramax’s activities had an impact on everything from film festival practices to
marketing strategies, talent development to awards campaigning.

Case studies of key films, including The Piano, Kids, Scream, The English Patient, and Life Is Beautiful,
reveal how Miramax went beyond influencing Hollywood business practices and motion picture aesthetics to
shaping popular and critical discourses about cinema during the 1990s. Indie, Inc. does what other books
about contemporary low-budget cinema have not—it transcends discussions of “American indies” to look at
the range of Miramax-released genre films, foreign-language films, and English-language imports released
over the course of the decade. The book illustrates that what both the press and scholars have typically
represented as the “rise of the American independent” was in fact part of a larger reconfiguration of the
media industries toward niche-oriented products.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Perren’s account is a corrective to the juicier journalistic record, particularly the gossipy standard narrative,
Peter Biskind’s Down and Dirty Pictures (Simon and Schuster, 2004). Biskind’s popularity is probably safe:
Perren’s style is that of someone turning on the lights at a party, and her informative, eye-opening argument
is intentionally deflating and unromantic…She busts myths, and persuasively so..." (Film Quarterly 2012-
10-01)

"In her book Indie, Inc., Alisa Perren masterfully explores the myths and realities behind the Weinsteins' rise,
their cunning selfmythologizing of their enterprise, and the subsequent decline of the company's cultural
influence and commercial viability." (Journal of Popular Culture)

About the Author
Alisa Perren is Associate Professor in the Department of Radio-TV-Film at the University of Texas at
Austin. She is the coeditor of Media Industries: History, Theory, and Method and Coordinating Editor of In
Media Res, a MediaCommons project that experiments with new forms of online scholarship. Her work has
appeared in a range of publications, including Film Quarterly, Journal of Film and Video, Journal of Popular
Film & Television, and FlowTV.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Nancy Smith:

Nowadays reading books be than want or need but also turn into a life style. This reading addiction give you
lot of advantages. Advantages you got of course the knowledge the particular information inside the book in
which improve your knowledge and information. The information you get based on what kind of book you
read, if you want send more knowledge just go with training books but if you want truly feel happy read one
having theme for entertaining such as comic or novel. The particular Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the
Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media Studies) is kind of e-book which is giving
the reader capricious experience.

Phyllis Ramirez:

The actual book Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and
Media Studies) will bring you to the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to
explain the idea is very unique. Should you try to find new book to learn, this book very suited to you. The
book Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media
Studies) is much recommended to you you just read. You can also get the e-book through the official web
site, so you can more easily to read the book.



Roxie Jenkins:

The book untitled Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and
Media Studies) contain a lot of information on the idea. The writer explains the woman idea with easy
method. The language is very straightforward all the people, so do certainly not worry, you can easy to read
it. The book was compiled by famous author. The author brings you in the new period of literary works. You
can easily read this book because you can keep reading your smart phone, or product, so you can read the
book within anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site
along with order it. Have a nice examine.

Mandy Jackson:

Many people spending their period by playing outside along with friends, fun activity together with family or
just watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to enjoy your whole day by reading a book.
Ugh, do you think reading a book can actually hard because you have to bring the book everywhere? It fine
you can have the e-book, having everywhere you want in your Cell phone. Like Indie, Inc.: Miramax and the
Transformation of Hollywood in the 1990s (Texas Film and Media Studies) which is getting the e-book
version. So , try out this book? Let's see.
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