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Using a combination of new perspectives and new evidence, this book presents a
reinterpretation of how 21st Army Group produced a successful combined arms
doctrine by late 1944 and implemented this in early 1945. Historians,
professional military personnel and those interested in military history should
read this book, which contributes to the radical reappraisal of Great Britain’s
fighting forces in the last years of the Second World War, with an exploration of
the reasons why 21st Army Group was able in 1944–45 to integrate the
operations of its armor and infantry.

The key to understanding how the outcome developed lies in understanding the
ways in which the two processes of fighting and the creation of doctrine
interrelated. This requires both a conventional focus on command and a cross-
level study of Montgomery and a significant group of commanders. The issue of
whether or not this integration of combat arms (a guide to operational fighting
capability) had any basis in a common doctrine is an important one. Alongside
this stands the new light this work throws on how such doctrine was created. A
third interrelated contribution is in answering how Montgomery commanded, and
whether and to what extent, doctrine was imposed or generated. Further it
investigates how a group of ‘effervescent’ commanders interrelated, and what the
impact of those interrelationships was in the formulation of a workable doctrine.

The book makes an original contribution to the debate on Montgomery’s
command style in Northwest Europe and its consequences, and integrates this
with tracking down and disentangling the roots of his ideas, and his role in the
creation of doctrine for the British Army’s final push against the Germans. In
particular the author is able to do something that has defeated previous authors:
to explain how doctrine was evolved and, especially who was responsible for
providing the crucial first drafts, and the role Montgomery played in revising,
codifying and disseminating it.
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Using a combination of new perspectives and new evidence, this book presents a reinterpretation of how 21st
Army Group produced a successful combined arms doctrine by late 1944 and implemented this in early
1945. Historians, professional military personnel and those interested in military history should read this
book, which contributes to the radical reappraisal of Great Britain’s fighting forces in the last years of the
Second World War, with an exploration of the reasons why 21st Army Group was able in 1944–45 to
integrate the operations of its armor and infantry.

The key to understanding how the outcome developed lies in understanding the ways in which the two
processes of fighting and the creation of doctrine interrelated. This requires both a conventional focus on
command and a cross-level study of Montgomery and a significant group of commanders. The issue of
whether or not this integration of combat arms (a guide to operational fighting capability) had any basis in a
common doctrine is an important one. Alongside this stands the new light this work throws on how such
doctrine was created. A third interrelated contribution is in answering how Montgomery commanded, and
whether and to what extent, doctrine was imposed or generated. Further it investigates how a group of
‘effervescent’ commanders interrelated, and what the impact of those interrelationships was in the
formulation of a workable doctrine.

The book makes an original contribution to the debate on Montgomery’s command style in Northwest
Europe and its consequences, and integrates this with tracking down and disentangling the roots of his ideas,
and his role in the creation of doctrine for the British Army’s final push against the Germans. In particular
the author is able to do something that has defeated previous authors: to explain how doctrine was evolved
and, especially who was responsible for providing the crucial first drafts, and the role Montgomery played in
revising, codifying and disseminating it.
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Editorial Review

About the Author
Charles James Forrester is a military historian with a PhD from the University of Leeds, UK, where he
studied with Professor John Gooch, and a master's degree from the University of South Africa, Pretoria,
where he studied with Professor Dion Fourie. He received his BA in European Studies from the University
of Limerick, Ireland, and also went to St. Benet's Hall, at the University of Oxford, where he studied a wide
range of subjects, including history. His earlier research was on operational strategy and the motorisation of
the British Army before 1940. His more recent research interests focus upon Montgomery, 21st Army
Group, and General E.H. Barker. As well as his MA on motorisation and his PhD on command, he is also the
author of an article on Montgomery's role in the creation of the British 21st Army Group's combined arms
doctrine for the final assault on Germany.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Barry Phelan:

In this 21st centuries, people become competitive in every single way. By being competitive currently,
people have do something to make these individuals survives, being in the middle of often the crowded place
and notice by simply surrounding. One thing that at times many people have underestimated this for a while
is reading. That's why, by reading a publication your ability to survive enhance then having chance to stand
than other is high. In your case who want to start reading any book, we give you this specific Monty's
Functional Doctrine: Combined Arms Doctrine in British 21st Army Group in Northwest Europe, 1944–45
(Wolverhampton Military Studies) book as beginner and daily reading book. Why, because this book is
usually more than just a book.

Sheryl Vaughan:

A lot of people always spent all their free time to vacation or maybe go to the outside with them friends and
family or their friend. Were you aware? Many a lot of people spent they will free time just watching TV, as
well as playing video games all day long. If you would like try to find a new activity honestly, that is look
different you can read a book. It is really fun in your case. If you enjoy the book that you simply read you
can spent the whole day to reading a e-book. The book Monty's Functional Doctrine: Combined Arms
Doctrine in British 21st Army Group in Northwest Europe, 1944–45 (Wolverhampton Military Studies) it is
rather good to read. There are a lot of people who recommended this book. We were holding enjoying
reading this book. When you did not have enough space to create this book you can buy the e-book. You can
m0ore effortlessly to read this book from your smart phone. The price is not very costly but this book has
high quality.



Aurelio Ashley:

Do you like reading a publication? Confuse to looking for your preferred book? Or your book ended up
being rare? Why so many question for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for
reading. Some people likes examining, not only science book and also novel and Monty's Functional
Doctrine: Combined Arms Doctrine in British 21st Army Group in Northwest Europe, 1944–45
(Wolverhampton Military Studies) or even others sources were given know-how for you. After you know
how the truly amazing a book, you feel want to read more and more. Science publication was created for
teacher or even students especially. Those textbooks are helping them to put their knowledge. In other case,
beside science book, any other book likes Monty's Functional Doctrine: Combined Arms Doctrine in British
21st Army Group in Northwest Europe, 1944–45 (Wolverhampton Military Studies) to make your spare time
more colorful. Many types of book like here.

Lloyd Gilbert:

A lot of e-book has printed but it differs from the others. You can get it by world wide web on social media.
You can choose the very best book for you, science, comedian, novel, or whatever simply by searching from
it. It is named of book Monty's Functional Doctrine: Combined Arms Doctrine in British 21st Army Group
in Northwest Europe, 1944–45 (Wolverhampton Military Studies). Contain your knowledge by it. Without
causing the printed book, it might add your knowledge and make you actually happier to read. It is most
important that, you must aware about e-book. It can bring you from one destination to other place.
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