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Over time the impression has grown that the 2003 invasion of Iraq met with little
resistance and that, with few exceptions, the Iragi army simply melted away. As
this book clearly shows, nothing could be further from the truth. In itsdrive to
capture Baghdad, the U.S. Army's 3rd Infantry Division was in nearly constant
combat for twenty-one days. While Americans were watching Saddam'’s statue
being torn down on TV, a brigade of the 3rd ID was on the verge of being
overrun by Iragi Republican Guard units trying to escape north. Told to hold two
bridges in his sector, a brigade commander had to blow up one of them because
he did not have the combat power to hold it. The company commander holding
the other bridge was so hard pressed that he called on the artillery to fire their
final protective fires acommand made only when a unit isin mortal danger and
one that had not been given since Vietnam. Every one of the division's armored
vehicles was hit by rockets some taking more than a dozen hits and the fighting
was so fierce at times that entire battalions ran out of ammunition. Nevertheless,
when the fighting was finally over, the 3rd ID had destroyed two Iragi Regular
Army divisions and three divisions of the much vaunted Republican Guard.
Takedown tells the little-known story of what happened to the 3rd ID during its
struggle to win Baghdad, a campaign that some call one of the most viciousin
American military history. To offer this firsthand account, Jim Lacey, aformer
Time magazine reporter embedded with the 1st Brigade of the 101st Airborne
Division, draws on extensive interviews that he conducted with the American
soldiersinvolved as well as access to personal papers and war memoirs. This
story is also enriched through his extensive use of interview transcripts of senior
Iragi army officers along with their personal written recollections. From the
Kuwaiti border to the streets of Baghdad, these dramatic eyewitness descriptions
of what went on give readers an accurate |ook at the brutal engagements in which
the division fought for itslife. In making use of such awealth of primary source
material, Lacey has succeeded in writing afast paced narrative of the conflict,
backed up by verifiable facts, that shows how modern wars are really fought.


http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582

i Download Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty- ...pdf

@ Read Online Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twent ...pdf



http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582
http://mbooknom.men/go/best.php?id=1591144582

Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty-One Day
Assault on Baghdad

By Jim Lacey

Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad By Jim Lacey

Over time the impression has grown that the 2003 invasion of Irag met with little resistance and that, with
few exceptions, the Iragi army simply melted away. Asthis book clearly shows, nothing could be further
from the truth. In its drive to capture Baghdad, the U.S. Army's 3rd Infantry Division wasin nearly constant
combat for twenty-one days. While Americans were watching Saddam'’s statue being torndown on TV, a
brigade of the 3rd ID was on the verge of being overrun by Iragi Republican Guard units trying to escape
north. Told to hold two bridges in his sector, a brigade commander had to blow up one of them because he
did not have the combat power to hold it. The company commander holding the other bridge was so hard
pressed that he called on the artillery to fire their final protective fires acommand made only when a unit is
in mortal danger and one that had not been given since Vietnam. Every one of the division's armored
vehicles was hit by rockets some taking more than a dozen hits and the fighting was so fierce at times that
entire battalions ran out of ammunition. Neverthel ess, when the fighting was finally over, the 3rd ID had
destroyed two Iragi Regular Army divisions and three divisions of the much vaunted Republican Guard.
Takedown tells the little-known story of what happened to the 3rd ID during its struggle to win Baghdad, a
campaign that some call one of the most vicious in American military history. To offer this firsthand
account, Jim Lacey, aformer Time magazine reporter embedded with the 1st Brigade of the 101st Airborne
Division, draws on extensive interviews that he conducted with the American soldiersinvolved as well as
access to personal papers and war memoirs. This story is also enriched through his extensive use of interview
transcripts of senior Iragi army officers along with their personal written recollections. From the Kuwaiti
border to the streets of Baghdad, these dramatic eyewitness descriptions of what went on give readers an
accurate look at the brutal engagements in which the division fought for itslife. In making use of such a
wealth of primary source material, Lacey has succeeded in writing a fast paced narrative of the conflict,
backed up by verifiable facts, that shows how modern wars are realy fought.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Jim Lacey and Takedown represents a major and successful effort to fill in one of the major blank spotsin
our knowledge of Operation Iragi Freedom. Thisis a superb examination of the combat operations of the 3rd
Infantry Division, as it conducted one of the most spectacular operations in American military history in late
March and early April 2003. Takedown is a brilliant account of modern combat and battle |eadership.” --
Williamson Murray, author of The Past and Prologue: The Importance of History to the Military Profession”
"Perhaps the only fact beyond dispute about Americas current engagement in Irag is that the campaigns of
March 2003 were executed with a brilliance seldom seen in the annals of war. Jim Lacey gives us an
unforgettable account of those weeks as experienced by the officers and soldiers of the Third Infantry
Division the very tip of the spear that pierced the heart of Saddam'’s regime. By turns harrowing and heroic,
their story is one that we dare not forget as we struggle to come to terms with the unanticipated consequences
of victory." --Fred Anderson, author of Crucible of War: The Seven Years War and the Fate of Empirein
British North America, 1754-1766"

"In atime of angst about the ‘quagmire’ in Iraqg, it's refreshing to read an unvarnished history of April 2003,
when U.S. troops stormed to Baghdad in an astonishing three weeks. Author Jim Lacey callsit 'one of the
most remarkable military achievementsin history.' Indeed it was." --The Wall Street Journal

About the Author

Jim Lacey isaretired U.S. Army infantry officer who works as a military analyst for the Institute for
Defense Analyses. He is coauthor of The Iragi Perspectives Report: Saddam's Senior Leadership on
Operation Iragi Freedom from the Official U.S Joint Forces Command Report, published by the Naval
Institute Press in 2006, and editor of the book Fresh from the Fight, a collection of essays on the war in Iraqg.

During the 2003 invasion of Irag, Lacey worked for Time magazine as an embedded journalist and was with
the 101st Airborne Division during the march to Baghdad. He has been published in more than a dozen
major magazines and has written numerous articles and editorials on international and military affairsin
many of the nation's leading newspapers. He livesin northern Virginia.

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Brian Davis:

Book isto be different for each and every grade. Book for children until adult are different content. Asyou
may know that book is very important for people. The book Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty-
One Day Assault on Baghdad had been making you to know about other knowledge and of course you can
take more information. It is rather advantages for you. The reserve Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's
Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad is not only giving you alot more new information but also to be your
friend when you experience bored. Y ou can spend your own personal spend time to read your book. Try to
make relationship together with the book Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty-One Day Assault
on Baghdad. Y ou never truly feel lose out for everything in the event you read some books.



Rose Cordeiro:

Playing with family inside a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with palsis thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experience tired but still relaxing, trilling like
onroller coaster you are ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love Takedown: The 3rd Infantry
Division's Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad, you are able to enjoy both. It is fine combination right, you
till need to missit? What kind of hangout typeisit? Oh seriously its mind hangout men. What? Still don't
buy it, oh come on its known as reading friends.

Patrice Reese;

Do you have something that you want such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to decide on book like
comic, brief story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not trying Takedown: The 3rd Infantry
Division's Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad that give your fun preference will be satisfied simply by
reading this book. Reading habit all over the world can be said as the way for people to know world a great
deal better then how they react in the direction of the world. It can't be explained constantly that reading
addiction only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So, for all you
who want to start looking at as your good habit, you may pick Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's
Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad become your own starter.

Larry Morris:

Book is one of source of know-how. We can add our expertise from it. Not only for students but in addition
native or citizen will need book to know the update information of year for you to year. As we know those
publications have many advantages. Beside most of us add our knowledge, can aso bring us to around the
world. Through the book Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad we
can have more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must like to read a
book. Simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't possibly be doubt to change your life by
this book Takedown: The 3rd Infantry Division's Twenty-One Day Assault on Baghdad. Y ou can more
attractive than now.
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