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America's conflict with Islamic fundamentalism and a searing exploration of its
human costs. Through the eyes of Filkins, a foreign correspondent for the New
York Times, we witness the rise of the Taliban in the 1990s, the aftermath of the
attack on New York on September 11th, and the American wars in Afghanistan
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Filkins, a New York Times prize–winning reporter, is widely regarded as among the finest
war correspondents of this generation. His richly textured book is based on his work in Afghanistan and Iraq
since 1998. It begins with a Taliban-staged execution in Kabul. It ends with Filkins musing on the names in a
WWI British cemetery in Baghdad. In between, the work is a vivid kaleidoscope of vig-nettes. Individually,
the strength of each story is its immediacy; together they portray a theater of the absurd, in which Filkins, an
extraordinarily brave man, moves as both participant and observer. Filkins does not editorialize—a welcome
change from the punditry that shapes most writing from these war zones. This book also differs essentially
from traditional war correspondence because of its universal empathy, feelings enhanced by Filkins's spare
prose. Saudi women in Kabul airport, clad in burqas and stylish shoes, bemoan their husbands' devotion to
jihad. An Iraqi casually says to his friend, Let's go kill some Americans. A marine is shot dead escorting
Filkins on a photo opportunity. Iraqi soldiers are disconcerted when he appears in running shorts (They
looked at [my legs] in horror, as if I were naked). Carl von Clausewitz said war is a chameleon. In vividly
illustrating the varied ways people in Afghanistan and iraq have been affected by ongoing war, Filkins
demonstrates that truth in prose. 5 photos. (Sept. 17)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Filkins, foreign correspondent for the New York Times, has covered the struggle against Islamic extremism
in Afghanistan, Pakistan, and Iran. He marshals his broad experience to present a wide-ranging view of this
struggle, told through a series of intense, vivid, and startling vignettes. Embedded with marines during the
struggle for Fallujah, Filkins describes an almost surreal scene of confusion and unvarnished violence. In
Kabul, Filkins witnesses the amputation of a pickpocket’s hand, followed by the execution of an accused
murderer under the Taliban regime. At a press briefing, a Taliban “minister of information” recites a litany of
forbidden activities that is both absurd and terrifying. An interview with Ahmad Shah Massoud, the Lion of
Panjshir, who bravely fought both the Soviets and the Taliban, is particularly poignant, since he would
eventually be assassinated by al-Qaeda operatives. Filkins accompanies Americans searching a Sunni village
for insurgents, where their insensitivity probably creates more enemies than they capture. A portrait of the
difficulty, complexity, and savagery of a conflict that will be with us for some time. --Jay Freeman

Review

“Stunning. . . . This unforgettable narrative represents . . . a haunting spiritual witness that will make this
volume a part of this awful war's history.” —Robert Stone, The New York Times Book Review

 

“Filkins makes us see, with almost hallucinogenic immediacy, the true human meaning and consequences of
the “war on terror.” —The New York Times

 

“Unflinching. . . . Filkins confronts the absurdity of war head-on. . . . This is a page-turner, and one of the
most astounding books yet written about the war in Iraq.” —Time

 

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“Thanks to one reporter's heroic act of witness and brilliant recitation of what he saw, we can see the war¬ as
it is, and for ourselves.” —Los Angeles Times

 

“Not since Michael Herr in Dispatches . . . has a reporter written as vividly about combat as Filkins does
from Afghanistan and Iraq.” —USA Today 10 Best Books of 2008

 

“The Forever War . . . achieves a gripping, raw immediacy.” —The Boston Globe’s Year’s Best Books

 

“Splendid.” —Washington Post Book World Best Nonfiction of 2008

 

“Dexter Filkins's The Forever War is the best piece of war journalism I've ever read. He paints a portrait of
war that is so nuanced, so filled with absurdities and heartbreak and unexpected heroes and villains, that it
makes most of what we see and hear about Iraq and Afghanistan seem shrill and two-dimensional by
comparison. And yet, as tragic as the events he describes are, the book manages to be a thing of towering
beauty.” —Dave Eggers, Guardian Best Books of the Year

 

"The Forever War is already a classic&...

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Royce Axtell:

The book The Forever War give you a sense of feeling enjoy for your spare time. You need to use to make
your capable considerably more increase. Book can to get your best friend when you getting tension or
having big problem using your subject. If you can make looking at a book The Forever War being your habit,
you can get a lot more advantages, like add your personal capable, increase your knowledge about some or
all subjects. You are able to know everything if you like wide open and read a e-book The Forever War.
Kinds of book are a lot of. It means that, science publication or encyclopedia or others. So , how do you
think about this publication?

Mary Thomas:

The knowledge that you get from The Forever War is a more deep you excavating the information that hide
inside words the more you get enthusiastic about reading it. It does not mean that this book is hard to be
aware of but The Forever War giving you buzz feeling of reading. The article author conveys their point in
specific way that can be understood by means of anyone who read it because the author of this guide is well-
known enough. This book also makes your personal vocabulary increase well. It is therefore easy to
understand then can go to you, both in printed or e-book style are available. We suggest you for having this



specific The Forever War instantly.

Julio Keith:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the ocean world or hanging out with close friends is thing
that usually you could have done when you have spare time, in that case why you don't try point that really
opposite from that. Just one activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition of knowledge. Even you love The Forever War, it is
possible to enjoy both. It is good combination right, you still need to miss it? What kind of hang-out type is
it? Oh seriously its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come on its referred to as reading
friends.

Christopher Walker:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. This particular book The Forever War was colorful and of course
has pictures around. As we know that book The Forever War has many kinds or category. Start from kids
until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and feel that you are the
character on there. So , not at all of book are make you bored, any it can make you feel happy, fun and chill
out. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading that.
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