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Emerging from the world of commercial art and product styling, design has now
become completely integrated into human life. Its marks are all around us, from
the chairs we sit on to the Web sites on our computer screens.

One of the pioneers of design studies and still one of its most distinguished
practitioners, Victor Margolin here offers a timely meditation on design and its
study at the turn of the millennium and charts new directions for the future
development of both fields. Divided into sections on the practice and study of
design, the essays in The Politics of the Artificial cover such topics as design
history, design research, design as a political tool, sustainable design, and the
problems of design's relation to advanced technologies. Margolin also examines
the work of key practitioners such as the matrix designer Ken Isaacs. Throughout
the book Margolin demonstrates the underlying connections between the many
ways of reflecting on and practicing design. He argues for the creation of an
international, interdisciplinary field of design research and proposes a new
ethical agenda for designers and researchers that encompasses the responsibility
to users, the problems of sustainability, and the complicated questions of how to
set boundaries for applying advanced technology to solve the problems of human
life.

Opinionated and erudite, Victor Margolin's The Politics of the Artificial breaks
fresh ground in its call for a new approach to design research and practice.
Designers, engineers, architects, anthropologists, sociologists, and historians will
all benefit from its insights.
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Editorial Review

Review
"A superb collection of essays by the only internationally regarded scholar to thoroughly and systematically
interrogate design from all conceivable perspectives. It addresses equally well the more familiar issue of
design as object and the more problematic issue of design as process and carries design studies forward to a
higher plane of conceptualization and self-consciousness." - Jeffrey L. Meikle, author of Twentieth Century
Limited: Industrial Design in America, 1925-1939

From the Inside Flap

Emerging from the world of commercial art and product styling, design has now become completely
integrated into human life. Its marks are all around us, from the chairs we sit on to the Web sites on our
computer screens.

One of the pioneers of design studies and still one of its most distinguished practitioners, Victor Margolin
here offers a timely meditation on design and its study at the turn of the millennium and charts new
directions for the future development of both fields. Divided into sections on the practice and study of
design, the essays in The Politics of the Artificial cover such topics as design history, design research, design
as a political tool, sustainable design, and the problems of design's relation to advanced technologies.
Margolin also examines the work of key practitioners such as the matrix designer Ken Isaacs. Throughout
the book Margolin demonstrates the underlying connections between the many ways of reflecting on and
practicing design. He argues for the creation of an international, interdisciplinary field of design research and
proposes a new ethical agenda for designers and researchers that encompasses the responsibility to users, the
problems of sustainability, and the complicated questions of how to set boundaries for applying advanced
technology to solve the problems of human life.

Opinionated and erudite, Victor Margolin's The Politics of the Artificial breaks fresh ground in its call for a
new approach to design research and practice. Designers, engineers, architects, anthropologists, sociologists,
and historians will all benefit from its insights.

About the Author

Victor Margolin is a professor of art and design history at the University of Illinois at Chicago. He is the
author, editor, or coeditor of a number of book, including The Struggle for Utopia, Discovering Design, and
Design Discourse, all published by the University of Chicago Press.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jeremy Scott:

Book is written, printed, or descriptive for everything. You can realize everything you want by a e-book.
Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important thing to bring us around the world. Next to that
you can your reading proficiency was fluently. A guide The Politics of the Artificial: Essays on Design and
Design Studies will make you to always be smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know



about every little thing. But some of you think which open or reading a book make you bored. It is far from
make you fun. Why they may be thought like that? Have you in search of best book or suited book with you?

Pearl McLean:

This The Politics of the Artificial: Essays on Design and Design Studies is brand-new way for you who has
intense curiosity to look for some information since it relief your hunger info. Getting deeper you in it
getting knowledge more you know or you who still having small amount of digest in reading this The
Politics of the Artificial: Essays on Design and Design Studies can be the light food in your case because the
information inside this kind of book is easy to get by anyone. These books acquire itself in the form that is
reachable by anyone, sure I mean in the e-book application form. People who think that in reserve form
make them feel tired even dizzy this e-book is the answer. So there is no in reading a publication especially
this one. You can find what you are looking for. It should be here for a person. So , don't miss the idea! Just
read this e-book type for your better life and knowledge.

Terri Mitchell:

Do you like reading a reserve? Confuse to looking for your best book? Or your book ended up being rare?
Why so many issue for the book? But just about any people feel that they enjoy intended for reading. Some
people likes examining, not only science book but in addition novel and The Politics of the Artificial: Essays
on Design and Design Studies or even others sources were given expertise for you. After you know how the
great a book, you feel desire to read more and more. Science publication was created for teacher as well as
students especially. Those guides are helping them to bring their knowledge. In some other case, beside
science reserve, any other book likes The Politics of the Artificial: Essays on Design and Design Studies to
make your spare time considerably more colorful. Many types of book like this.

Arthur Daniel:

Many people said that they feel bored stiff when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when
they get a half portions of the book. You can choose typically the book The Politics of the Artificial: Essays
on Design and Design Studies to make your own personal reading is interesting. Your own skill of reading
skill is developing when you such as reading. Try to choose basic book to make you enjoy to see it and
mingle the feeling about book and reading through especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to start a
book and read it. Beside that the book The Politics of the Artificial: Essays on Design and Design Studies
can to be your brand new friend when you're sense alone and confuse in what must you're doing of their
time.
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