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What, if anything, isvalid in Marx's work today, following the events of 1989
and after in Eastern Europe? The second edition of this highly regarded critical
encounter with historical materialism and other major perspectivesin social
thought, shows how a critical theory of the advanced societies can still draw on
marxism - if only sparingly - and remains an endeavour of fundamental
importance in the social sciences at the present time.
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Editorial Review

Review

'Giddens is, in the British context, remarkable for more than hisindustry. He is that rarest of birds, ahome
reared “grand theorist', whose aim is nothing less than a reconstruction of the theoretical foundations of
social theory ... The Nation Sate and Violence is the latest, well-argued and researched stage in his attempt
to show how the reality we now inhabit has been formed in recent history.'

David J. Levy, Times Higher Education Supplement

From the Back Cover

The social sciences have long been based upon contrasts drawn between the 'militaristic’ societies of the past,
and the 'capitalist’ or 'industrial’ societies of the present. But how valid are such contrasts, given that the
current erais one stamped by the impact of war and by the intensive development of sophisticated

weaponry?

In setting out to address this and similar questions, this book investigates issues that have been substantially
neglected by those working in sociology and socia theory. Anthony Giddens offers a sociological analysis of
the nature of the modern nation-state and its association with the means of waging war. His analysisis
connected in adetailed way to problems that have traditionally preoccupied sociologists - the impact of
capitalism and industrialism upon social development in the modern period. The result is atheory both of the
institutional parameters of modernity and of the nature of international relations.

The book is a sequel to the author's much discussed Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism. The
framework of social theory outlined in that work is here elucidated in a systematic and thorough-going
fashion. The novel and provocative ideas which the author develops will interest those working in awide
variety of disciplines: sociology, palitics, geography and international affairs.

About the Author
ANTHONY GIDDENS s Professor of Sociology at King's College, Cambridge. He is the author of
numerous bookson social theory

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Matilda Greiner:

Reading a publication can be one of alot of activity that everyone in the world likes. Do you like reading
book and so. There are alot of reasons why people enjoyed. First reading a guide will give you alot of new
data. When you read a guide you will get new information because book is one of humerous waysto share
the information or maybe their idea. Second, reading through a book will make you more imaginative. When
you reading a book especialy tale fantasy book the author will bring you to definitely imagine the story how
the character types do it anything. Third, you are able to share your knowledge to others. When you read this
A Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism (Contemporary Social Theory S), you may tells your
family, friends and soon about yours guide. Y our knowledge can inspire the mediocre, make them reading a
book.



Jeffrey Haller:

Spent afree time for you to be fun activity to do! A lot of people spent their leisure time with their family, or
their friends. Usually they accomplishing activity like watching television, planning to beach, or picnic
within the park. They actually doing same thing every week. Do you feel it? Will you something different to
fill your personal free time/ holiday? Could possibly be reading a book might be option to fill your no cost
time/ holiday. Thefirst thing you ask may be what kinds of reserve that you should read. If you want to
attempt look for book, may be the publication untitled A Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism
(Contemporary Social Theory S) can be great book to read. May be it might be best activity to you.

LuisHahn:

Do you one of the book lovers? If so, do you ever fedling doubt if you are in the book store? Make an effort
to pick one book that you never know the inside because don't assess book by its deal with may doesn't work
at this point is difficult job because you are afraid that the inside maybe not as fantastic asin the outside
appear likes. Maybe you answer may be A Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism (Contemporary
Socia Theory S) why because the amazing cover that make you consider concerning the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or perhaps cover. Y our reading
6th sense will directly direct you to pick up this book.

Helen Widner:

Reading a e-book make you to get more knowledge as aresult. Y ou can take knowledge and information
from the book. Book is prepared or printed or highlighted from each source this filled update of news. On
this modern eralike right now, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social
like newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. Y ou can add
your understanding by that book. Are you hip to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just looking
for the A Contemporary Critique of Historical Materialism (Contemporary Social Theory S) when you
necessary it?
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