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The Mexican American author Gary Soto draws on his own experience of
growing up in California’s Central Valley in thisfinely crafted collection of
eleven short stories that reveal big themesin the small events of daily life.
Crooked teeth, ponytailed girls, embarrassing grandfathers, imposter Barbies,
annoying brothers, Little League tryouts, and karate |essons weave the colorful
fabric of Soto’sworld. The smart, tough, vulnerable kidsin these stories are
Latino, but their dreams and desires belong to all of us. Glossary of Spanish
terms included.

Awards: ALA Best Book for Y oung Adults, Booklist Editors Choice, Horn
Book Fanfare Selection, Judy Lopez Memorial Honor Book, Parenting
Magazine' s Reading Magic Award, John and Patricia Beatty Award
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The Mexican American author Gary Soto draws on his own experience of growing up in California’s Central
Valley in thisfinely crafted collection of eleven short stories that reveal big themes in the small events of
daily life. Crooked teeth, ponytailed girls, embarrassing grandfathers, imposter Barbies, annoying brothers,
Little League tryouts, and karate |essons weave the colorful fabric of Soto’s world. The smart, tough,
vulnerable kids in these stories are Latino, but their dreams and desires belong to all of us. Glossary of
Spanish termsincluded.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly

Poet Soto (A Firein My Hands ) has written 11 contemporary short stories set in the poorer districts of
central California. Sprinkled with Spanish expressions and phrases, the collection has adistinct Latino
flavor, yet the conflicts and feelings expressed are universal. Whether conveying the joy of receiving a new
doll, anxiety over Little League tryouts or the desire to stand above the crowd, Soto's writing is honest and
moving. Although the narrative's subtle quality may not appeal to all readers, most will recognize truths
revealed through everyday events and will appreciate Soto's ability to crystallize amoment. Ages 10-up.
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From School Library Journal

Grade 4-7-- Insightful about the characteristics of early adolescents, Soto tells 11 short stories about
everyday problems of growing up. Latinosin central California are the focus of the stories, but the events are
typical of young teens anywhere in the United States. The main characters try out for Little League teams,
take karate lessons, try to get the attention of the opposite sex, and are embarrassed by their grandparents
behavior. These day-to-day events reveal the sensitivity, humor, and vulnerability of today's young people.
The descriptions and dialogue are used to advantage, helping to create and sustain the mood. A glossary of
Spanish termsisincluded. Y oung readers should easily identify with the situations, emotions, and outcomes
presented in these fine short stories. --Janice C. Hayes, Middle Tennessee State University, Murfreesboro
Copyright 1990 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"Gary Soto is an astute observer of the desires, fears, and foibles of children and teenagers going about the
business of daily living. In these eleven vignettes featuring Mexican American families, the character
portrayals are gentle; the tone is quiet and somewhat bittersweet; and respect for family is a consistent value.
Thisillumination of the everyday will strike chords of recognition in readers of all ages." -- The Horn Book

"[Soto's] sensitivity to young people's concerns and his ability to portray the world as it is perceived by
children is nothing less than remarkable." — Los Angeles Times Book Review

"A fine collection of storiesthat offers adifferent cultural perspective about feelings common to all
teenagers. Soto writes well and with tremendous insight into the process of growing up." — The Boston
Globe

Users Review
From reader reviews:
Doris McNeal:

What do you ponder on book? It isjust for students as they are till students or the item for all peoplein the
world, the particular best subject for that? Merely you can be answered for that query above. Every person
has diverse personality and hobby per other. Don't to be compelled someone or something that they don't
desire do that. Y ou must know how great in addition to important the book Baseball in April and Other
Stories. All type of book isit possible to see on many sources. Y ou can look for the internet sources or other



social media.

Carol Boissonneault:

The publication with title Baseball in April and Other Stories includes alot of information that you can learn
it. You can get alot of profit after read this book. This specific book exist new information the information
that exist in this book represented the condition of the world right now. That isimportant to yo7u to learn
how the improvement of the world. This specific book will bring you within new era of the
internationalization. Y ou can read the e-book on the smart phone, so you can read the item anywhere you
want.

Ryan Strausbaugh:

That reserve can make you to feel relax. Thiskind of book Baseball in April and Other Stories was colourful
and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that book Baseball in April and Other Stories has
many kinds or variety. Start from kids until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan
you can read and feel that you are the character on there. Therefore, not at all of book are make you bored,
any it makes you feel happy, fun and rest. Try to choose the best book for yourself and try to like reading
which.

L awrence Abbate:

What is your hobby? Have you heard in which question when you got students? We believe that that
question was given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you
also know that little person such as reading or as reading become their hobby. Y ou must know that reading is
very important as well as book as to be the point. Book isimportant thing to increase you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. Y ou discover good news or update concerning something by book.
Many kinds of books that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them are these claims Baseball in
April and Other Stories.
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