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May 1986: Seven-year-old Francis Bok was selling his mother's eggs and peanuts
near his village in southern Sudan when Arab raiders on horseback burst into the
quiet marketplace, murdering men and gathering the women and young children
into a group. Strapped to horses and donkeys, Francis and others were taken
north into lives of slavery under wealthy Muslim farmers.
For ten years, Francis lived in a shed near the goats and cattle that were his
responsibility. After two failed attempts to flee--each bringing severe beatings
and death threats--Francis finally escaped at age seventeen. He persevered
through prison and refugee camps for three more years, winning the attention of
United Nations officials who granted passage to America.
Now a student and an antislavery activist, Francis Bok has made it his life
mission to combat world slavery. His is the first voice to speak to an estimated 27
million people held against their will in nearly every nation, including our own.
Escape from Slavery is at once a riveting adventure, a story of desperation and
triumph, and a window revealing a world that few have survived to tell.
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May 1986: Seven-year-old Francis Bok was selling his mother's eggs and peanuts near his village in southern
Sudan when Arab raiders on horseback burst into the quiet marketplace, murdering men and gathering the
women and young children into a group. Strapped to horses and donkeys, Francis and others were taken
north into lives of slavery under wealthy Muslim farmers.
For ten years, Francis lived in a shed near the goats and cattle that were his responsibility. After two failed
attempts to flee--each bringing severe beatings and death threats--Francis finally escaped at age seventeen.
He persevered through prison and refugee camps for three more years, winning the attention of United
Nations officials who granted passage to America.
Now a student and an antislavery activist, Francis Bok has made it his life mission to combat world slavery.
His is the first voice to speak to an estimated 27 million people held against their will in nearly every nation,
including our own. Escape from Slavery is at once a riveting adventure, a story of desperation and triumph,
and a window revealing a world that few have survived to tell.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Seven-year-old Francis Piol Bol Buk was living happily on his family's southern Sudan farm. One day in
1986, he was sent on errands to the marketplace. There, a slave raid ripped him from his contented life and
threw him into a wretched existence serving under a northern Sudanese Arab. After he escaped at age 17,
Buk made his way to Cairo with a black market passport incorrectly listing his name as Bok and became a
U.N. refugee allowed to settle in the U.S. in 1999. Although he found contentment in Iowa among other
refugees, the following year Bok decided to work with an American antislavery organization, and testified
before Congress about the atrocities in Sudan. While this is a remarkable story, its power is conveyed most
effectively through Bok's simple retelling. His sincerity compels, especially when he describes the decade of
mistreatment he endured. After two failed escape attempts, he's told he'll be killed in the morning, and while
bound, he thinks of the morning ahead: "I would be dead and finally through with this place and this family.
My mind preferred death." Yet when his master changes his mind, Bok immediately starts plotting again. For
all his emotional strength, though, Bok remains humble. He thanks God and everyone who helps him escape
slavery. This is a powerful, exceptionally well-told story, equally riveting and heartbreaking. Although legal
strides have been made, with the help of people like Bok, the persistence of slavery in the world makes this a
work that can't be ignored. Maps, photos not seen by PW.
Copyright 2003 Reed Business Information, Inc.

From Booklist
As a seven-year-old boy growing up in the southern Sudan, Bok was caught up in a raid on a regional market
center when marauders from the north set upon the market, killing the men and kidnapping the women and
children to work as farm slaves. He went from a loving and supportive extended family to the brutality of
slavery in a strange land and culture, dominated by Muslims who considered him a Christian infidel. After
enduring 10 years of slavery, Bok escaped to freedom in Cairo, where he became a U.N. refugee, eventually
making his way to the U.S. at the age of 21. Having learned Arabic in Northern Sudan and English in
America, Bok, with incredible determination, became involved in the antislavery movement, speaking
around the country while seeking to earn a high-school degree. Yet it is his simple account of being a child
cut off from his family and culture that shows the inhumanity of slavery. Bok's saga provides another--more
contemporary--perspective on slavery for Americans reckoning with their own troubling history of such
inhumanity. Vernon Ford
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved

Review

“A gripping story of terror and triumph.” ?Ebony

“A touching modern-day slave narrative...an inspirational story meant to heighten support for the antislavery
movement of the 21st century, and it most likely will.” ?Joanne Skerrett, The Boston Globe

“Gripping...mindblowing. A-.” ?Karyn L. Barr, Entertainment Weekly

“Incredible.” ?Lewis Beale, USA Weekend

“[Escape from Slavery] carries the uncalculating ring of truth.” ?San Francisco Chronicle

http://localhost/gp/feature.html/?docId=1000027801


“How will the world respond to Francis Bok's true story? Some will welcome its commercial profitability
and entertainment value. And some will seek to change the world.” ?Anne Grant, Providence Journal

“Francis Bok is too young for anyone to predict a life of immortal dimensions. But if his heart-rending and
powerful memoir...has just one-tenth of the impact of [Frederick] Douglass, his name will be remembered by
more than a few.” ?Cary Clack, San Antonio Express-News

“This is a powerful, exceptionally well-told story, equally riveting and heartbreaking. Although legal strides
have been made, with the help of people like Bok, the persistence of slavery in the world makes this a work
that can't be ignored.” ?Publishers Weekly (starred review)

“Bok's saga provides another--more contemporary--perspective on slavery for Americans reckoning with
their own troubling history of such inhumanity.” ?Booklist

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Deborah Rinehart:

In this 21st millennium, people become competitive in most way. By being competitive right now, people
have do something to make these people survives, being in the middle of the actual crowded place and notice
simply by surrounding. One thing that oftentimes many people have underestimated the idea for a while is
reading. Yeah, by reading a reserve your ability to survive boost then having chance to stay than other is
high. For you who want to start reading some sort of book, we give you this kind of Escape from Slavery:
The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America book as basic and
daily reading guide. Why, because this book is greater than just a book.

Diana Saffold:

The event that you get from Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My
Journey to Freedom in America could be the more deep you looking the information that hide inside words
the more you get considering reading it. It doesn't mean that this book is hard to recognise but Escape from
Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America giving you
buzz feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in specific way that can be understood by means of
anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This particular book also
makes your current vocabulary increase well. Making it easy to understand then can go along, both in printed
or e-book style are available. We recommend you for having that Escape from Slavery: The True Story of
My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in America instantly.

Kenneth Harrell:

Often the book Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to
Freedom in America has a lot of information on it. So when you read this book you can get a lot of benefit.
The book was compiled by the very famous author. Tom makes some research previous to write this book.
This book very easy to read you can get the point easily after looking over this book.



Julie Bailey:

E-book is one of source of expertise. We can add our information from it. Not only for students and also
native or citizen will need book to know the change information of year for you to year. As we know those
books have many advantages. Beside we add our knowledge, also can bring us to around the world. By the
book Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My Journey to Freedom in
America we can get more advantage. Don't that you be creative people? To become creative person must
prefer to read a book. Just choose the best book that suitable with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to
change your life with this book Escape from Slavery: The True Story of My Ten Years in Captivity and My
Journey to Freedom in America. You can more appealing than now.
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