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A lively history of the Frankenstein myth, tracing its evolution from a
Romantic nightmare to its prominence in today's imaginative landscape.

Frankenstein began as the nightmare of an unwed teenage mother in Geneva,
Switzerland, in 1816. At a time when the moral universe was shifting and
advances in scientific knowledge promised humans dominion over that which
had been God's alone, Mary Shelley envisioned a story of human presumption
and its misbegotten consequences. Two centuries later, that story is still
constantly retold and reinterpreted, from Halloween cartoons to ominous
allusions in the public debate, capturing and conveying meaning central to our
consciousness today and our concerns for tomorrow. From Victorian musical
theater to Boris Karloff with neck bolts, to invocations at the President's Council
on Bioethics, the monster and his myth have inspired everyone from cultural
critics to comic book addicts. This is a lively and eclectic cultural history,
illuminated with dozens of pictures and illustrations, and told with skill and
humor. Susan Tyler Hitchcock uses film, literature, history, science, and even
punk music to help us understand the meaning of this monster made by man. 68
illustrations
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A lively history of the Frankenstein myth, tracing its evolution from a Romantic nightmare to its
prominence in today's imaginative landscape.

Frankenstein began as the nightmare of an unwed teenage mother in Geneva, Switzerland, in 1816. At a time
when the moral universe was shifting and advances in scientific knowledge promised humans dominion over
that which had been God's alone, Mary Shelley envisioned a story of human presumption and its misbegotten
consequences. Two centuries later, that story is still constantly retold and reinterpreted, from Halloween
cartoons to ominous allusions in the public debate, capturing and conveying meaning central to our
consciousness today and our concerns for tomorrow. From Victorian musical theater to Boris Karloff with
neck bolts, to invocations at the President's Council on Bioethics, the monster and his myth have inspired
everyone from cultural critics to comic book addicts. This is a lively and eclectic cultural history, illuminated
with dozens of pictures and illustrations, and told with skill and humor. Susan Tyler Hitchcock uses film,
literature, history, science, and even punk music to help us understand the meaning of this monster made by
man. 68 illustrations
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Literary historian Hitchcock (Mad Mary Lamb: Lunacy and Murder in Literary London) leads readers on a
guided tour of Frankenstein appearances in this colorful and consistently entertaining narrative. The history
begins, appropriately, with the monster's unlikely creation by Mary Shelley as a result of a ghost story
challenge (also taken up by John William Polidori, whose tale of a vampyre would later inspire Bram
Stoker). Hitchcock then lays bare the publishing world of the 19th century, a veritable Wild West of
unauthorized stage adaptations, parodies and continuations in which Frankenstein thrived. James Whale's
Karloff classic gets its due, as do the disturbing and innovative 1910 Edison Company production and the
1952 live television broadcast starring a drunk Lon Chaney Jr. Running throughout the book is the parallel
story of the invocation of Frankenstein in the public discourse as a metaphor for subjects ranging from the
Crimean war to genetically modified organisms. While some Frankenstein dilettantes might find the narrow
focus of the book somewhat tedious, there are enough strange and delightful anecdotes to keep most readers
engaged. B&w illus. (Oct.)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

About the Author
Susan Tyler Hitchcock’s last book was Mad Mary Lamb: Lunacy and Murder in Literary London. Married
with two children, she lives near Charlottesville, Virginia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Mandy Conway:

People live in this new day of lifestyle always try to and must have the extra time or they will get large
amount of stress from both way of life and work. So , if we ask do people have free time, we will say
absolutely of course. People is human not only a robot. Then we ask again, what kind of activity are there
when the spare time coming to you of course your answer will certainly unlimited right. Then do you try this
one, reading books. It can be your alternative within spending your spare time, the book you have read is
actually Frankenstein: A Cultural History.

Debbie Jones:

Reading can called brain hangout, why? Because while you are reading a book particularly book entitled
Frankenstein: A Cultural History your mind will drift away trough every dimension, wandering in every
single aspect that maybe not known for but surely will become your mind friends. Imaging each and every
word written in a guide then become one web form conclusion and explanation that maybe you never get
previous to. The Frankenstein: A Cultural History giving you a different experience more than blown away
the mind but also giving you useful details for your better life within this era. So now let us present to you
the relaxing pattern at this point is your body and mind will likely be pleased when you are finished reading
through it, like winning a. Do you want to try this extraordinary wasting spare time activity?



William Marshall:

Frankenstein: A Cultural History can be one of your beginning books that are good idea. Many of us
recommend that straight away because this e-book has good vocabulary which could increase your
knowledge in vocab, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering the information. The
author giving his/her effort to set every word into delight arrangement in writing Frankenstein: A Cultural
History although doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm
resource information that maybe you can be one of it. This great information can certainly drawn you into
completely new stage of crucial pondering.

Jason Caldwell:

A lot of people said that they feel uninterested when they reading a publication. They are directly felt that
when they get a half parts of the book. You can choose the particular book Frankenstein: A Cultural History
to make your reading is interesting. Your skill of reading ability is developing when you just like reading.
Try to choose very simple book to make you enjoy you just read it and mingle the idea about book and
examining especially. It is to be initially opinion for you to like to open a book and read it. Beside that the
guide Frankenstein: A Cultural History can to be your friend when you're really feel alone and confuse in
doing what must you're doing of their time.
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