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Leila Aboulela's American debut is a provocative, timely, and engaging novel
about a young Muslim woman -- once privileged and secular in her native land
and now impoverished in London -- gradually embracing her orthodox faith.
With her Muslim hijab and down-turned gaze, Najwa is invisible to most eyes,
especially to the rich families whose houses she cleans in London. Twenty years
ago, Najwa, then at university in Khartoum, would never have imagined that one
day she would be a maid. An upper-class Westernized Sudanese, her dreams
were to marry well and raise a family. But a coup forces the young woman and
her family into political exile in London. Soon orphaned, she finds solace and
companionship within the Muslim community. Then Najwa meets Tamer, the
intense, lonely younger brother of her employer. They find a common bond in
faith and slowly, silently, begin to fall in love. Written with directness and force,
Minaret is a lyric and insightful novel about Islam and an alluring glimpse into a
culture Westerners are only just beginning to understand.
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Leila Aboulela's American debut is a provocative, timely, and engaging novel about a young Muslim woman
-- once privileged and secular in her native land and now impoverished in London -- gradually embracing her
orthodox faith. With her Muslim hijab and down-turned gaze, Najwa is invisible to most eyes, especially to
the rich families whose houses she cleans in London. Twenty years ago, Najwa, then at university in
Khartoum, would never have imagined that one day she would be a maid. An upper-class Westernized
Sudanese, her dreams were to marry well and raise a family. But a coup forces the young woman and her
family into political exile in London. Soon orphaned, she finds solace and companionship within the Muslim
community. Then Najwa meets Tamer, the intense, lonely younger brother of her employer. They find a
common bond in faith and slowly, silently, begin to fall in love. Written with directness and force, Minaret is
a lyric and insightful novel about Islam and an alluring glimpse into a culture Westerners are only just
beginning to understand.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Aboulela's U.S. debut is written in the voice of Najwa, an upper-class Sudanese woman, and covers,
episodically, 20 years of her life. A Khartoum teen, Najwa flees to London with her mother and brother
when the coup of 1985 leads to her father's arrest and execution. With her mother soon dead and her brother
in jail on drug charges, Najwa attempts to negotiate work, love and the ways they get twisted around emigré
politics—and religion. An affair begun in Khartoum with devout, politically engaged, working-class fellow
émigré Anwar is threaded in with a later one with Tamer, the contentiously devout, college-age son of the
family for which Najwa works as a nanny when in her 30s. The denouements of the two relationships,
though separated by more than 10 years, come one after the other; both lead, painfully, to a deepening of
Najwa's religious faith. Aboulela was raised in Khartoum and now divides her time between Dubai and
Aberdeen, Scotland; a novel (The Translator) and short story collection (Colored Lights) were previously
published in the U.K. Aside from some stilted dialogue, she draws Najwa's odyssey of exile, loss and found
faith beautifully.
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From School Library Journal
Adult/High School–The daughter of a wealthy government official, Najwa grows up pampered and carefree
in western Sudan during the 1980s. With her 19th birthday, though, comes the overthrow of the president
and arrest of her father by the new government. Najwa; her twin brother, Omar; and their mother flee to
London. Within a few years, she is completely alone: her father has been executed, her mother succumbs to a
fatal illness, and Omar is in prison for an assault conviction stemming from his drug abuse. Once a
fashionable university student in Khartoum, the young woman makes ends meet as a nanny to a wealthy
Arab family. Clothed in traditional Muslim hijab, she has suddenly become invisible within the city, much as
the Ethiopian servants used to blend into the background in her parents household. Yet even as she comes to
terms with this anonymity, a spark develops between her and the younger brother of her employer, and she is
forced to confront the chasm between servant and master. Aboulela offers a captivating glimpse into one
womans journey through the various strata of society. The protagonists experiences give her a deeper
reliance on her faith and help her to recognize the shallowness of the life she left behind. This is the authors
first work to be published in the U.S. Students will appreciate the story not only for its insights into Muslim
faith and traditions, but also for the ways her compellingly real characters relate to one another.–Kim Dare,
Fairfax County Public Library System, VA
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

From Booklist
Aboulela's second novel, the first published in the U.S., weaves a timely Cinderella tale--only in reverse.
Born to a wealthy and politically well-connected Sudanese family, Najwa attends the university in
Khartoum. A student-led revolution leads to a coup, sending the family into exile in London, except for her
father, who is detained and hanged. Najwa's journey over the next 20 years involves a downward economic
spiral and her gradual acceptance of the Muslim faith. She is forced to give up her educational goals after her
mother dies and her brother is incarcerated for drugs, and when she applies for a nanny position, she
confronts just how far she has "come down in the world." Her despondent moments are alleviated by visits to
the mosque with newfound Muslim friends, and she starts wearing a headscarf, an anathema in her student
days. Aboulela's engaging story of the life and loves of this brave young woman provides an honest and
thoughtful look at the power of this often maligned religion to both heal and support. Deborah Donovan
Copyright © American Library Association. All rights reserved
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Anthony McDonell:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Minaret: A Novel. You can choose the best book if you
appreciate reading a book. As long as we know about how is important a book Minaret: A Novel. You can
add knowledge and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact from
book you can know everything! From your country till foreign or abroad you will be known. About simple
factor until wonderful thing you could know that. In this era, we can open a book or maybe searching by
internet system. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's learn.

Terry White:

Book will be written, printed, or outlined for everything. You can know everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. We all know that that book is important point to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading talent was fluently. A reserve Minaret: A Novel will make you to
always be smarter. You can feel a lot more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you
think in which open or reading some sort of book make you bored. It is not necessarily make you fun. Why
they may be thought like that? Have you seeking best book or appropriate book with you?

Danny Padilla:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important with you? Or just adding material when you want
something to explain what the ones you have problem? How about your extra time? Or are you busy man or
woman? If you don't have spare time to try and do others business, it is gives you the sense of being bored
faster. And you have extra time? What did you do? All people has many questions above. The doctor has to
answer that question because just their can do that will. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on
every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start from on kindergarten until university need this kind of Minaret:
A Novel to read.

Karina McDermott:

The book untitled Minaret: A Novel contain a lot of information on the item. The writer explains your ex
idea with easy method. The language is very easy to understand all the people, so do not really worry, you
can easy to read the item. The book was published by famous author. The author brings you in the new time
of literary works. It is easy to read this book because you can read on your smart phone, or gadget, so you
can read the book in anywhere and anytime. If you want to buy the e-book, you can open their official web-
site and order it. Have a nice go through.
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