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Victorian Britain, with its maritime economy and strong links between
government and scientific enterprises, founded an office to collect meteorological
statistics in 1854 in an effort to foster a modern science of the weather. But as the
office turned to prediction rather than data collection, the fragile science became
a public spectacle, with its forecasts open to daily scrutiny in the newspapers.
And meteorology came to assume a pivotal role in debates about the
responsibility of scientists and the authority of science.

Studying meteorology as a means to examine the historical identity of prediction,
Katharine Anderson offers here an engrossing account of forecasting that
analyzes scientific practice and ideas about evidence, the organization of science
in public life, and the articulation of scientific values in Victorian culture. In
Predicting the Weather, Anderson grapples with fundamental questions about the
function, intelligibility, and boundaries of scientific work while exposing the
public expectations that shaped the practice of science during this period.

A cogent analysis of the remarkable history of weather forecasting in Victorian
Britain, Predicting the Weather will be essential reading for scholars interested in
the public dimensions of science.
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Victorian Britain, with its maritime economy and strong links between government and scientific enterprises,
founded an office to collect meteorological statistics in 1854 in an effort to foster a modern science of the
weather. But as the office turned to prediction rather than data collection, the fragile science became a public
spectacle, with its forecasts open to daily scrutiny in the newspapers. And meteorology came to assume a
pivotal role in debates about the responsibility of scientists and the authority of science.

Studying meteorology as a means to examine the historical identity of prediction, Katharine Anderson offers
here an engrossing account of forecasting that analyzes scientific practice and ideas about evidence, the
organization of science in public life, and the articulation of scientific values in Victorian culture. In
Predicting the Weather, Anderson grapples with fundamental questions about the function, intelligibility,
and boundaries of scientific work while exposing the public expectations that shaped the practice of science
during this period.

A cogent analysis of the remarkable history of weather forecasting in Victorian Britain, Predicting the
Weather will be essential reading for scholars interested in the public dimensions of science.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Engaging and enlightening. . . . Anderson's portrait of Victorian meteorology is delicately and deftly drawn,
enlivened by well-chosen examples and illustrations. As one might expect of a study of the British and their
weather, it penetrates into the oddest crannies of the culture, from insurance companies to Hardy's novels."
(Lorraine Daston London Review of Books 2005-11-03)

"This is an excellent book, written in an accessible fashion with many interesting stories surrounding the
trials and tribulations of pioneering scientists. These stories are also richly sourced, providing factual and
historical significance. . . . Weather enthusiasts at all levels will benefit from reading this book.—Mace
Bentley, Weatherwise
(Mace Bentley Weatherwise)

"By showing how much culture went into the making of Victorian meteorology, Anderson has made a major
contribution to our understanding of how the Victorians themselves understood the cultural place of their
science."
(Iwan Rhys Morus Nuncius)

"Anderson provides a fuller portrait of the period when meteorology became institutionalzed than has
previously been available. . . . An engaging and convincing portrait of the lively Victorian debates over the
weather."
(Sarah Dry Historical Studies in the Physical and Biological Sciences)

"Anderson has written an innovative and impressively wide-ranging cultural history of studies of the British
weather."
(Robert W. Smith Victorian Studies)

About the Author

Katharine Anderson is associate professor in the science and society program at York University.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lois Araiza:

Often the book Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology has a lot details on it. So
when you make sure to read this book you can get a lot of gain. The book was written by the very famous
author. The author makes some research ahead of write this book. This specific book very easy to read you
can obtain the point easily after scanning this book.



Kirk Banks:

Playing with family in a park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you may have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try matter that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not sense tired but still relaxing, trilling like on
roller coaster you have been ride on and with addition info. Even you love Predicting the Weather:
Victorians and the Science of Meteorology, you may enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still desire
to miss it? What kind of hang type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't buy it, oh
come on its identified as reading friends.

Carl Brinkley:

The book untitled Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology contain a lot of
information on it. The writer explains your girlfriend idea with easy means. The language is very easy to
understand all the people, so do definitely not worry, you can easy to read it. The book was published by
famous author. The author will bring you in the new era of literary works. It is easy to read this book because
you can please read on your smart phone, or program, so you can read the book throughout anywhere and
anytime. In a situation you wish to purchase the e-book, you can wide open their official web-site and also
order it. Have a nice examine.

Terrance Pitt:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is written or printed or outlined from each source which filled update of news.
With this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media
social similar to newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, story and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just in search of the Predicting the Weather: Victorians and the Science of Meteorology when you
required it?
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