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In this thoroughly revised and updated edition of The Activist's Handbook, Randy
Shaw’s hard-hitting guide to winning social change, the author brings the
strategic and tactical guidance of the prior edition into the age of Obama. Shaw
details how activists can best use the Internet and social media, and analyzes the
strategic strengths and weaknesses of rising 21st century movements for
immigrant rights, marriage equality, and against climate change. Shaw also
highlights increased student activism towards fostering greater social justice in
the 21st century.

The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change in the 21st Century details the
impact of specific strategies on campaigns across the country, from Occupy Wall
Street to battles over sweatshops, the environment, AIDS policies, education
reform, homelessness, and more: How should activists use new media tools to
expose issues and mobilize grassroots support? When should activists form
coalitions, and with whom? How are students—be they DREAMers seeking
immigration reform or college activists battling ever-increasing tuition
costs—winning major campaigns? Whether it’s by inspiring "fear and loathing"
in politicians, building diverse coalitions, using ballot initiatives, or harnessing
the media, the courts, and the electoral process towards social change, Shaw—a
longtime activist for urban issues—shows that with a plan, positive change can
be achieved.

In showing how people can win social change struggles against even
overwhelming odds, The Activist's Handbook is an indispensable guide not only
for activists, but for anyone interested in the future of progressive politics in
America.
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In this thoroughly revised and updated edition of The Activist's Handbook, Randy Shaw’s hard-hitting guide
to winning social change, the author brings the strategic and tactical guidance of the prior edition into the age
of Obama. Shaw details how activists can best use the Internet and social media, and analyzes the strategic
strengths and weaknesses of rising 21st century movements for immigrant rights, marriage equality, and
against climate change. Shaw also highlights increased student activism towards fostering greater social
justice in the 21st century.

The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change in the 21st Century details the impact of specific strategies
on campaigns across the country, from Occupy Wall Street to battles over sweatshops, the environment,
AIDS policies, education reform, homelessness, and more: How should activists use new media tools to
expose issues and mobilize grassroots support? When should activists form coalitions, and with whom? How
are students—be they DREAMers seeking immigration reform or college activists battling ever-increasing
tuition costs—winning major campaigns? Whether it’s by inspiring "fear and loathing" in politicians,
building diverse coalitions, using ballot initiatives, or harnessing the media, the courts, and the electoral
process towards social change, Shaw—a longtime activist for urban issues—shows that with a plan, positive
change can be achieved.

In showing how people can win social change struggles against even overwhelming odds, The Activist's
Handbook is an indispensable guide not only for activists, but for anyone interested in the future of
progressive politics in America.
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Editorial Review

Review

"It’s a remarkable, unsentimental record of modern Bay Area politics and causes, yet hardly belongs to a
niche readership."
(Steven Mikulan Capital & Main 2014-02-06)

From the Inside Flap

“A must read for grassroots activists, Shaw offers indispensable insights into the strategies and tactics
necessary to overcome powerful interests. This new edition significantly expands and updates the original,
which is an organizing classic.”—Van Jones, author of Rebuild the Dream

Praise for Previous Edition:

"Anybody researching or writing anything about contemporary U.S. political life should be familiar with The
Activist's Handbook. Anybody attempting to influence local, state, or national political decisions needs it
desperately. Politicians may read it and tremble a bit. For that matter, the rich and powerful will probably
read it to see how smart some of their enemies are becoming."—Ernest Callenbach, author of Ecotopia

"Provides rare insight into the strategies and tactics environmentalists must use if they are to succeed in
today's political climate. A must read."—Barbara Dudley, Executive Director, Greenpeace

"This is a unique book, wise, realistic, and enormously valuable for anyone interested in social change. It is
practical in its advice, and inspiring in its stories of ordinary people successfully confronting powerful
interests."—Howard Zinn, author of A People's History of the United States

"The Activist's Handbook could not have come at a more opportune time. In an era when poverty is growing
and national social programs are threatened, the Handbook is an invaluable tool for community groups
wishing to mobilize efforts in the service of escalating human needs."—Ben Bagdikian, author of The Media
Monopoly and Double Vision

"Randy Shaw gives us a serious and respectful treatment of the strategic problems and opportunities that
confront grassroots activists. This is a dimension of contemporary politics that is rarely treated, and welcome
for that reason. Moreover, in developing his analysis, Shaw draws on numerous cases of local struggles to
remind us of what the media has come to ignore, the persistent and insuppressible popular activism that is
part of American political life."—Frances Fox Piven, City University of New York

About the Author

Randy Shaw is Director of San Francisco’s Tenderloin Housing Clinic and Editor of BeyondChron.org. His
previous books include The Activist’s Handbook: A Primer, Reclaiming America, and Beyond the Fields:
Cesar Chavez, the UFW and the Struggle for Justice in the 21st Century, all from UC Press.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Jordan Sampson:

Throughout other case, little individuals like to read book The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change
in the 21st Century. You can choose the best book if you'd prefer reading a book. As long as we know about
how is important a book The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change in the 21st Century. You can add
understanding and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, due to the fact
from book you can realize everything! From your country until foreign or abroad you will be known. About
simple factor until wonderful thing it is possible to know that. In this era, we can easily open a book or
searching by internet unit. It is called e-book. You can utilize it when you feel uninterested to go to the
library. Let's learn.

Melinda Anderson:

What do you in relation to book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you need something
to explain what yours problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man or woman? If you don't have
spare time to complete others business, it is make you feel bored faster. And you have free time? What did
you do? Everybody has many questions above. They have to answer that question simply because just their
can do this. It said that about guide. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is appropriate. Because start
from on kindergarten until university need this particular The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change
in the 21st Century to read.

Richard Harden:

Playing with family in a very park, coming to see the water world or hanging out with buddies is thing that
usually you might have done when you have spare time, subsequently why you don't try issue that really
opposite from that. One particular activity that make you not experiencing tired but still relaxing, trilling like
on roller coaster you are ride on and with addition info. Even you love The Activist's Handbook: Winning
Social Change in the 21st Century, you could enjoy both. It is great combination right, you still wish to miss
it? What kind of hang-out type is it? Oh come on its mind hangout folks. What? Still don't have it, oh come
on its known as reading friends.

James Harris:

Many people said that they feel bored when they reading a reserve. They are directly felt the idea when they
get a half portions of the book. You can choose the actual book The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social
Change in the 21st Century to make your own reading is interesting. Your own personal skill of reading
proficiency is developing when you including reading. Try to choose simple book to make you enjoy to see it
and mingle the idea about book and examining especially. It is to be first opinion for you to like to open a
book and read it. Beside that the guide The Activist's Handbook: Winning Social Change in the 21st Century
can to be your brand new friend when you're really feel alone and confuse with what must you're doing of
this time.
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