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Ross Donaldson was an idealistic young medical student who gave up his
comfortable life in the States to venture into Sierra Leone, a country ravaged by
fighting and plagued by conflict streaming across the border from neighboring
Liberia. In a hospital ward with meager supplies, Ross is in a race against time to
find a way to care for patients afflicted with Lassa fever, a deadly and highly
contagious hemorrhagic illness similar to Ebola. Forced to confront his own
fears, he stands alone to make life-and-death decisions in the face of a never-
ending onslaught of the sick. Ultimately, he finds himself not only fighting for
the lives of others but also for his own. The Lassa Ward is the memoir of a young
man studying to be a physician, while making his way through a land where a
battle against one of the world's deadliest diseases matches a struggle for human
rights and decency.
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Ross Donaldson was an idealistic young medical student who gave up his comfortable life in the States to
venture into Sierra Leone, a country ravaged by fighting and plagued by conflict streaming across the border
from neighboring Liberia. In a hospital ward with meager supplies, Ross is in a race against time to find a
way to care for patients afflicted with Lassa fever, a deadly and highly contagious hemorrhagic illness
similar to Ebola. Forced to confront his own fears, he stands alone to make life-and-death decisions in the
face of a never-ending onslaught of the sick. Ultimately, he finds himself not only fighting for the lives of
others but also for his own. The Lassa Ward is the memoir of a young man studying to be a physician, while
making his way through a land where a battle against one of the world's deadliest diseases matches a struggle
for human rights and decency.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Starred Review. Donaldson is a medical cowboy, chasing viruses in Africa, but also a UCLA medical prof
and ER doc. This book is a wild and extraordinary memoir of his 2003 summer in Sierra Leone as a naïve
medical student studying Lassa fever (a close cousin of the Ebola virus). Donaldson gives passionate and
powerful reportage on a struggling clinic treating villagers and refugees from neighboring war-torn Liberia
suffering from the devastating and often fatal illness. What inspired the adventure was the work of Dr. Aniru
Conteh (who died in 2004), the hero at the heart of the story, whose Lassa ward served thousands. despite the
lack of equipment, medicine and staff. For a week, Donaldson, untried and unsure, was left to treat the
desperately ill patients alone—a test that turned a frightened student into a caring, if not altogether confident,
young doctor. Despite a slow start, this astounding story of the seemingly insurmountable barriers to public
health in a Third World country revs up into an irresistible tale of discovery, courage and kindness. (May)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review

“Effortlessly transmits both the facts and the fascination of a bad infectious outbreak...[a] portrait of
contagion at the highest possible magnification.” ?The New York Times

“A touching and compelling account. The Lassa Ward brings to life the challenges and rewards that
dedicated development workers face daily around the world.” ?Joseph E. Stiglitz, 2001 Nobel laureate in
economics

“Required reading for all medical students and anyone looking for a little armchair medical adventure.”
?Library Journal

“Donaldson started out as an earnest, well-meaning American medical student, off on a great African
adventure. He came of age in the middle of a raging epidemic, civil war, and hideous poverty, discovering a
humanity few Americans ever experience. Donaldson has bared his soul, offering a lesson that should be
required reading for every doctor-in-training.” ?Laurie Garrett, Pulitzer Prize winner and author of Betrayal
of Trust: The Collapse of Global Public Health

“A potent mix of travel memoir, coming-of-age narrative and medical mystery. Donaldson's experiences
treating a frighteningly infectious and often deadly hemorrhagic fever, the strength of his West African
patients, and his own grave illness bring him to a contemplation of mortality, poverty, civil war, and
medicine as it is practiced in the first and third worlds.” ?Jo Perry, BookBrowse.com

About the Author

DR. ROSS I. DONALDSON is a UCLA medical professor who works in one of Los Angeles's main trauma
centers, specializing in emergency medicine and global health. He is author of several medical texts and has
been a humanitarian in some of the world's most dangerous places. When in the States, he resides in Venice
Beach, California.



Users Review

From reader reviews:

Janet Roldan:

Do you have favorite book? In case you have, what is your favorite's book? Book is very important thing for
us to find out everything in the world. Each publication has different aim or maybe goal; it means that guide
has different type. Some people really feel enjoy to spend their time for you to read a book. They can be
reading whatever they take because their hobby is usually reading a book. Why not the person who don't like
reading through a book? Sometime, man feel need book after they found difficult problem or perhaps
exercise. Well, probably you will want this The Lassa Ward: One Man's Fight Against One of the World's
Deadliest Diseases.

Lynnette Cash:

In other case, little folks like to read book The Lassa Ward: One Man's Fight Against One of the World's
Deadliest Diseases. You can choose the best book if you appreciate reading a book. So long as we know
about how is important any book The Lassa Ward: One Man's Fight Against One of the World's Deadliest
Diseases. You can add understanding and of course you can around the world with a book. Absolutely right,
since from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you will
find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, you can open
a book or even searching by internet device. It is called e-book. You may use it when you feel weary to go to
the library. Let's examine.

Betty Benner:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the spare time or they will get
lot of stress from both way of life and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we question again, what kind of activity have
you got when the spare time coming to a person of course your answer will probably unlimited right. Then
do you try this one, reading ebooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time, often the book
you have read is usually The Lassa Ward: One Man's Fight Against One of the World's Deadliest Diseases.

Jose Hackler:

In this era which is the greater man or woman or who has ability in doing something more are more
important than other. Do you want to become one among it? It is just simple strategy to have that. What you
have to do is just spending your time not very much but quite enough to experience a look at some books. On
the list of books in the top list in your reading list is The Lassa Ward: One Man's Fight Against One of the
World's Deadliest Diseases. This book which can be qualified as The Hungry Inclines can get you closer in
becoming precious person. By looking way up and review this publication you can get many advantages.
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