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The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" studies
Shakespeare's portrayal of the founding of Athens through a close reading of one
of the Bard's most memorable comedies. Through a painstakingly close reading
of the play, author Jan H. Blits shows how Shakespeare's portrayal of this
legendary first democracy illuminates the natural doubleness of the human soul
by emphasizing the lure of both beauty and wisdom. A Midsummer Night's
Dream is thus Shakespeare's examination not only of a particular city at a
particular time, but of the essential duality of the human soul. Coupling careful
attention to detail with interpretive breadth, The Soul of Athens examines the
nature of love, the natural doubleness of human thinking and the ambiguous
relation of image and reality, as well as patriarchy and democracy, and heroic
and moral virtue.
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The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's "A Midsummer Night's Dream" studies Shakespeare's portrayal of the
founding of Athens through a close reading of one of the Bard's most memorable comedies. Through a
painstakingly close reading of the play, author Jan H. Blits shows how Shakespeare's portrayal of this
legendary first democracy illuminates the natural doubleness of the human soul by emphasizing the lure of
both beauty and wisdom. A Midsummer Night's Dream is thus Shakespeare's examination not only of a
particular city at a particular time, but of the essential duality of the human soul. Coupling careful attention
to detail with interpretive breadth, The Soul of Athens examines the nature of love, the natural doubleness of
human thinking and the ambiguous relation of image and reality, as well as patriarchy and democracy, and
heroic and moral virtue.
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Editorial Review

Review
Jan Blit's The Soul of Athens is a provocative and insightful contribution to our understanding of this singular
and important play. (The Review of Politics)

About the Author
Jan H. Blits is a Professor of the University Honor Faculty at the University of Deleware, and author of
several books on Shakespeare's plays including Deadly Thought: Hamlet and the Human Soul (Lexington
Books, 2000).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ronald Finch:

The actual book The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' has a lot details on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of profit. The book was published by the very famous author.
The author makes some research just before write this book. This particular book very easy to read you can
obtain the point easily after reading this article book.

Greta Rivera:

The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' can be one of your starter books that are
good idea. Many of us recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary that may
increase your knowledge in words, easy to understand, bit entertaining however delivering the information.
The writer giving his/her effort to get every word into joy arrangement in writing The Soul of Athens:
Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' yet doesn't forget the main level, giving the reader the hottest
in addition to based confirm resource details that maybe you can be considered one of it. This great
information can easily drawn you into brand-new stage of crucial considering.

Stephanie Gilley:

This The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' is great e-book for you because the
content which is full of information for you who have always deal with world and get to make decision every
minute. This particular book reveal it information accurately using great manage word or we can say no
rambling sentences within it. So if you are read the idea hurriedly you can have whole facts in it. Doesn't
mean it only offers you straight forward sentences but difficult core information with lovely delivering
sentences. Having The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' in your hand like
keeping the world in your arm, facts in it is not ridiculous one. We can say that no e-book that offer you
world inside ten or fifteen second right but this publication already do that. So , it is good reading book.
Heya Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt this?



Dorothy Vinson:

As we know that book is very important thing to add our knowledge for everything. By a e-book we can
know everything we would like. A book is a group of written, printed, illustrated or blank sheet. Every year
had been exactly added. This book The Soul of Athens: Shakespeare's 'A Midsummer Night's Dream' was
filled about science. Spend your spare time to add your knowledge about your scientific research
competence. Some people has distinct feel when they reading any book. If you know how big good thing
about a book, you can experience enjoy to read a e-book. In the modern era like currently, many ways to get
book that you wanted.
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