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In this book, Mats Alvesson aims to demystify some popular and upbeat claims
about a range of phenomena, including the knowledge society, consumption,
branding, higher education, organizational change, professionalization, and
leadership. He contends that a culture of grandiosity is leading to numerous
inflated claims. We no longer talk about plans but 'strategies'. Supervisors have
been replaced by 'managers', managers are referred to as executives.
Management is about 'leadership'. Giving advice is 'coaching'. Companies
become 'knowledge-intensive firms'. The book views the contemporary economy
as an economy of persuasion, where firms and other institutions increasingly
assign talent, energy, and resources to rhetoric, image, branding, reputation, and
visibility.

Using a wide range of empirical examples to illuminate the realms of
consumption, higher education, organization, and leadership, this provocative
and engaging book challenges established assumptions and contributes to a
critical understanding of society as a whole.
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In this book, Mats Alvesson aims to demystify some popular and upbeat claims about a range of phenomena,
including the knowledge society, consumption, branding, higher education, organizational change,
professionalization, and leadership. He contends that a culture of grandiosity is leading to numerous inflated
claims. We no longer talk about plans but 'strategies'. Supervisors have been replaced by 'managers',
managers are referred to as executives. Management is about 'leadership'. Giving advice is 'coaching'.
Companies become 'knowledge-intensive firms'. The book views the contemporary economy as an economy
of persuasion, where firms and other institutions increasingly assign talent, energy, and resources to rhetoric,
image, branding, reputation, and visibility.

Using a wide range of empirical examples to illuminate the realms of consumption, higher education,
organization, and leadership, this provocative and engaging book challenges established assumptions and
contributes to a critical understanding of society as a whole.
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Editorial Review

Review

"The author, a leading management scholar and a major sociological thinker, punctures the grandiosity and
narcissism of our times when we succumb to the illusions that image, hype, and empty talk create value,
when everyone must claim to be cutting edge and a world leader. Alvesson succeeds brilliantly in
demonstrating that behind such grandiosity lurks an emptiness of meaning, of value, and of imagination. His
powerful critical discussions of modern consumption, higher education, professionalism, and leadership
insinuate that our current malaise goes far deeper than the economic crisis in which we find ourselves. This
is a book that breaks loose of the management publication ghetto and demands to be read by everyone."--
Yiannis Gabriel, Chair in Organizational Theory, University of Bath

"In The Triumph of Emptiness Mats Alvesson demonstrates the considerable value of critical theory for
understanding everyday life in contemporary Western societies. Refreshingly astute as regards our current
state of institutional being, this book is engagingly written and well-grounded in the best critical thought has
to offer. Alvesson has once again accomplished what he does so wellDLthink a vital subject through with wit
and insight."--Mary Jo Hatch, author of Organization Theory: Modern, Symbolic and Postmodern
Perspectives

"The Triumph of Emptiness is a provocative, insightful, and highly ambitious (even 'grandiose') indictment of
consumption, work, and the organizations in which it occurs, as well as higher education. They are all
critiqued for their grandiosity, inflated and distorted images, and mindless competitiveness. This is an
uncompromising work that is likely to both enlighten and infuriate the reader."--George Ritzer,
Distinguished University Professor, the University of Maryland

"The Triumph of Emptiness pulls back the proverbial curtain on our current society to reveal the empty truth
behind our illusions of grandeur. Mats Alvesson leads us on a critical, smart, and often amusing romp
through a world in which everything is excellent, advice is known as 'coaching,' and 'vice presidents' are a
dime a dozen. He shows the increasing gap between reality and fantasy, need and want, and product
production and the illusions necessary to sell them. Higher education is not immune to these trends, with
ideas of 'college for all' and the pronounced dumbing-down of university study. If you are interested in the
strange paradox in rich societies of how we can have so much but not be any happier, read this book."--Jean
M. Twenge, author of Generation Me and co-author of The Narcissism Epidemic

"This is a well-written, powerful book that makes you think and reflect about some of the key issues of our
time. You couldn't ask for more." --Times Higher Education
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Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ilene Cody:

In other case, little individuals like to read book The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher
Education, and Work Organization. You can choose the best book if you love reading a book. As long as we
know about how is important a new book The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and
Work Organization. You can add information and of course you can around the world by way of a book.
Absolutely right, mainly because from book you can realize everything! From your country until finally
foreign or abroad you will end up known. About simple factor until wonderful thing you can know that. In
this era, we are able to open a book or perhaps searching by internet system. It is called e-book. You need to
use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Elaine Rochelle:

Do you among people who can't read satisfying if the sentence chained inside the straightway, hold on guys
this particular aren't like that. This The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and Work
Organization book is readable by you who hate the perfect word style. You will find the information here are
arrange for enjoyable reading experience without leaving actually decrease the knowledge that want to
supply to you. The writer of The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and Work
Organization content conveys the idea easily to understand by many people. The printed and e-book are not
different in the content material but it just different such as it. So , do you continue to thinking The Triumph
of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and Work Organization is not loveable to be your top
collection reading book?

Henry Jones:

This The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and Work Organization is great reserve



for you because the content which can be full of information for you who all always deal with world and
have to make decision every minute. This kind of book reveal it information accurately using great
coordinate word or we can say no rambling sentences inside. So if you are read this hurriedly you can have
whole facts in it. Doesn't mean it only provides you with straight forward sentences but difficult core
information with wonderful delivering sentences. Having The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher
Education, and Work Organization in your hand like getting the world in your arm, facts in it is not
ridiculous one particular. We can say that no e-book that offer you world in ten or fifteen moment right but
this guide already do that. So , this is good reading book. Hey Mr. and Mrs. active do you still doubt that
will?

Shelley Gavin:

Reserve is one of source of know-how. We can add our know-how from it. Not only for students but native
or citizen want book to know the update information of year to be able to year. As we know those textbooks
have many advantages. Beside all of us add our knowledge, can also bring us to around the world. By the
book The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and Work Organization we can acquire
more advantage. Don't one to be creative people? Being creative person must prefer to read a book. Just
simply choose the best book that suited with your aim. Don't end up being doubt to change your life at this
book The Triumph of Emptiness: Consumption, Higher Education, and Work Organization. You can more
attractive than now.
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