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The 89 species of the order Cetacea are some of the most diverse, intelligent, and
elusive animals on the planet. Highly migratory, they live beneath remote skies
thousands of miles away from land. The huge distances they cover and the depths
they dive mean we catch only the merest glimpse of their lives. Technological
advances have, however, increased our understanding, and for the first time,
Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises gathers together all the most interesting new
research to offer detailed profiles of each species, alongside the information
needed to identify them. This title combines highlights from the latest scholarly
studies of the nature and behaviour of the worlds whales, dolphins, and
porpoises, with a hardworking field guide for use in observing these animals in
the wild.
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Editorial Review

Review

“‘I take the good old-fashioned ground that the whale is a fish,’ Ishmael says confidently in Melville’s
Moby-Dick. Old-fashioned indeed—whales are mammals, not fish. Thankfully, our scientific understanding
of whales has come a long way since 1851, and much of that knowledge is collected in Whales, Dolphins,
and Porpoises, a sperm whale-sized compendium of all things cetacean.”
(Chelsea Leu WIRED)

“Did you know that whales are related to cows and early whales had legs? Some whales release a ring of
bubbles to corral their prey, and recent research suggests that bowhead whales may live for more than 200
years. Whales, Dolphins, and Porpoises, edited by whale biologist Berta, explains the diet, conservation
status, and a host of other details for each of the 89 species of cetacea. This guide is a fantastic resource for
biologists and aquatic-mammal watchers alike. There is a sequence of illustrations showing what each
species looks like above water as it dives.”
(Boston Globe)

“Entries are brief, accurate, authoritative, and they highlight fascinating features of these animals. This
informative and captivating book will be a fine addition to libraries that serve everyone from laypeople to
researchers and scientists who are interested in learning more about marine mammalogy, in particular the
titular species.”
(Tina Chan, SUNY Oswego Library Journal)

“[This book] contains many good illustrations of the majority of extant species of whales, dolphins, and
porpoises (cetaceans). It also provides a general overview of the systematics and evolution of cetaceans as a
group and very brief summaries of anatomy, feeding, life history, range, and conservation issues for each
species. Except for the first few dozen pages, the text is not meant to be read continuously, but browsed. In
doing so, a reader will gain appreciation for the range of cetacean biology topics and some insight into recent
developments in scientific understanding of that biology. Casual readers . . . should enjoy the photographs
and drawings if they are curious about whales, dolphins, and porpoises. . . . Recommended.”
 
(S. R. Fegley, University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill Choice)

“Judged at a glance, this book is an elegant achievement to encapsulate all whales, dolphins, and porpoises.
Although there is no shortage of guidebooks that focus on cetacean species, Whales, Dolphins, and
Porpoises: A Natural History and Species Guide gives homage to the diversity of this taxonomic group
through its large page size, ample species-specific illustrations, and efficiently organized authoritative text. . .
. This book gathers together the most interesting and pertinent research, alongside the information needed to
identify every species, in a spacious and regimented format. This user-friendly directory will satiate any
cetacean enthusiast's curiosity about species diversity and distribution; and I can envision that this book will
inspire many future whale fans.”
(Marine Mammal Science)

“A well illustrated reference book . . . to the world’s cetaceans.”
(Ian Paulsen Birdbooker Report)



About the Author

Annalisa Berta is professor of biology at San Diego State University, where she specializes in the
evolutionary biology of marine mammals, especially baleen whales. Berta is coauthor of Marine Mammals,
Third Edition: Evolutionary Biology and author of Return to the Sea: The Life and Evolutionary Times of
Marine Mammals. She lives in San Diego, CA.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Holly Silva:

Do you have favorite book? Should you have, what is your favorite's book? Reserve is very important thing
for us to understand everything in the world. Each e-book has different aim or even goal; it means that book
has different type. Some people experience enjoy to spend their time to read a book. They may be reading
whatever they get because their hobby is actually reading a book. What about the person who don't like
reading a book? Sometime, man feel need book when they found difficult problem as well as exercise. Well,
probably you will require this Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises: A Natural History and Species Guide.

Elizabeth Fischer:

Book is usually written, printed, or created for everything. You can learn everything you want by a guide.
Book has a different type. As it is known to us that book is important factor to bring us around the world.
Alongside that you can your reading ability was fluently. A book Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises: A Natural
History and Species Guide will make you to end up being smarter. You can feel far more confidence if you
can know about everything. But some of you think in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is
not make you fun. Why they can be thought like that? Have you trying to find best book or ideal book with
you?

George Miller:

Often the book Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises: A Natural History and Species Guide will bring someone to
the new experience of reading some sort of book. The author style to elucidate the idea is very unique. If you
try to find new book to study, this book very suitable to you. The book Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises: A
Natural History and Species Guide is much recommended to you to learn. You can also get the e-book from
the official web site, so you can easier to read the book.

Eric Hodges:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from a
book. Book is written or printed or descriptive from each source that filled update of news. In this modern
era like today, many ways to get information are available for a person. From media social such as
newspaper, magazines, science publication, encyclopedia, reference book, fresh and comic. You can add
your understanding by that book. Are you ready to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just
trying to find the Whales, Dolphins and Porpoises: A Natural History and Species Guide when you essential



it?
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