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Offering an ancient education for our times, Jill Frank's A Democracy of
Distinction interprets Aristotle's writings in a way that reimagines the
foundations, aims, and practices of politics, ancient and modern. Concerned
especially with the work of making a democracy of distinction, Frank shows that
such a democracy requires freedom and equality achieved through the exercise of
virtue.

Moving back and forth between Aristotle's writings and contemporary legal and
political theory, Frank breathes new life into our conceptions of property, justice,
and law by viewing them not only as institutions but as dynamic activities as
well. Frank's innovative approach to Aristotle stresses his appreciation of the
tensions and complexities of politics so that we might rethink and reorganize our
own political ideas and practices. A Democracy of Distinction will be of
enormous value to classicists, political scientists, and anyone interested in
revitalizing democratic theory and practice.
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writings in a way that reimagines the foundations, aims, and practices of politics, ancient and modern.
Concerned especially with the work of making a democracy of distinction, Frank shows that such a
democracy requires freedom and equality achieved through the exercise of virtue.

Moving back and forth between Aristotle's writings and contemporary legal and political theory, Frank
breathes new life into our conceptions of property, justice, and law by viewing them not only as institutions
but as dynamic activities as well. Frank's innovative approach to Aristotle stresses his appreciation of the
tensions and complexities of politics so that we might rethink and reorganize our own political ideas and
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anyone interested in revitalizing democratic theory and practice.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Jill Frank has written a very important book arguing that Aristotle''s framework for social inquiry can
enhance our understanding and appreciation of democratic institutions and practices. She develops an
innovative, sophisticated, and persuasive interpretation of how Aristotle''s understanding of nature reveals an
emphasis on the centrality of human and civic agency. Frank combines a keen interpretive eye that respects
the intricacies of Aristotle''s texts with a sharp analytic sense that appreciates the resources of social theory.
The result is a remarkably clear and extraordinarily valuable contribution to a variety of discussions in
political theory and beyond."--Gerald Mara, Georgetown University (Gerald Mara)

"Jill Frank''s Aristotle is not the natural law moralist or the dry, positivist scientist you might remember from
school. More Nietzschean than Straussian, Frank''s Aristotle is alive with insight, paradox, and, yes,
sometimes even wit. Frank rethinks all of democracy''s basic institutions-membership, property, justice, the
rule of law, and constitutionalism--and forces our habits of linear thinking to yield to dizzying circularities
that are incredibly productive. This remarkable achievement is a must read not just for classicists but also for
anyone interested in contemporary political theory."--Bonnie Honig, Northwestern University (Bonnie
Honig)

"One of the best studies of Aristotle to appear in a long time, wide ranging yet still clearly focused-a truly
distinctive and consistently thought-provoking approach to his political philosophy. Frank develops a variety
of promising new ways of approaching the most persistent problems of modern democratic politics."--
Stephen Salkever, Bryn Mawr College (Stephen Salkever)

"I have not read a better account of the pluralism in Aristotle''s Politics than the account I find in Jill Frank''s
book. I have not read a more convincing explication of Aristotle''s view that property should be held in
private hands for common use, nor a deeper reconciliation of the themes of legality and virtue in The
Politics. This is a subtle, graceful, and impressive piece of work."--Jeremy Waldron, Columbia University
(Jeremy Waldron)

"Jill Frank elucidates the substantive arguments in what have looked like paradoxes in Aristotle''s thought.
She excels at connecting Aristotle''s political arguments to current discussions in political theory. Best of all,
she elegantly moves beyond the liberal-communitarian debate with an Aristotelian account of politics that
not only recognizes the interdependence of individual identity and civic institutions but also respects the
human activity of self-creation." --Danielle Allen, University of Chicago (Danielle Allen)

About the Author

Jill Frank is assistant professor of political science at the University of South Carolina, Columbia.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Margaret Watkins:

The book A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics can give more knowledge and also



the precise product information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the good thing like a
book A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics? Some of you have a different opinion
about e-book. But one aim that book can give many information for us. It is absolutely right. Right now, try
to closer with the book. Knowledge or facts that you take for that, you may give for each other; you could
share all of these. Book A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics has simple shape but
the truth is know: it has great and massive function for you. You can seem the enormous world by available
and read a reserve. So it is very wonderful.

Jeannette Coleman:

The experience that you get from A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics is the more
deep you looking the information that hide in the words the more you get thinking about reading it. It does
not mean that this book is hard to comprehend but A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of
Politics giving you thrill feeling of reading. The writer conveys their point in particular way that can be
understood by anyone who read this because the author of this guide is well-known enough. This book also
makes your own personal vocabulary increase well. That makes it easy to understand then can go along, both
in printed or e-book style are available. We propose you for having this kind of A Democracy of Distinction:
Aristotle and the Work of Politics instantly.

Kevin Porter:

This A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics are usually reliable for you who want to
be described as a successful person, why. The reason why of this A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and
the Work of Politics can be one of many great books you must have is actually giving you more than just
simple reading through food but feed a person with information that maybe will shock your earlier
knowledge. This book will be handy, you can bring it just about everywhere and whenever your conditions
both in e-book and printed people. Beside that this A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of
Politics giving you an enormous of experience including rich vocabulary, giving you demo of critical
thinking that we know it useful in your day activity. So , let's have it and revel in reading.

Joyce Shryock:

Your reading 6th sense will not betray anyone, why because this A Democracy of Distinction: Aristotle and
the Work of Politics reserve written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that
may be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for you, dripping every
ideas and publishing skill only for eliminate your personal hunger then you still uncertainty A Democracy of
Distinction: Aristotle and the Work of Politics as good book not only by the cover but also with the content.
This is one reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing one more sixth
sense to pick this!? Oh come on your studying sixth sense already said so why you have to listening to yet
another sixth sense.
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