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This book brings together Peter Culicover's most important observations on the
nature of syntax and its place within the architecture of language. Over four
decades he has sought to understand the mental system in which linguistic
expressions are processed. This has led him to re-formulate the balance between
the requirements of interpretation and the role of syntactic structure; to examine
the nature of the empirical basis in which particular structural analyses can be
applied to linguistic expressions; and to consider the extent to which such
analyses reflect judgements based not only on linguistic competence but on
computations developed in the course of acquiring or using a language.

After a brief a retrospective the author opens the book with the Simpler Syntax
Hypothesis, the pioneering article written with Ray Jackendoff that
fundamentally rebalances the elements of grammar. The work is then divided
into parts concerned broadly with representations, structures, and computation.
The chapters are provided with contextual headnotes and footnote references to
subsequent work, but are otherwise printed essentially as they first appeared.

Peter Culicover's lively and original perspectives on syntax and grammar will
appeal to all theoretical linguists and their advanced students.
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Editorial Review

Review

"Recommended." --Choice

"In general, I found that Culicover's book provided a valuable window into the thinking of a linguist who is
hard-nosed enough to steer an intellectual course of his own rather than just accepting the current theoretical
consensus, but who nevertheless sees the generative approach as a suitable overall framework for exploring
grammar. The book is worth reading." --LinguistList

About the Author

Peter W. Culicover is Humanities Distinguished Professor in Linguistics and the founding Director of the
Center for Cognitive Science at the Ohio State University. His publications include Formal Principles of
Language Acquisition co-authored with Kenneth Wexler (MIT 1983), Principles and Parameters (OUP
1997), Syntactic Nuts (OUP 1999), Dynamical Syntax co-authored with Andrzej Nowak (OUP 2003),
Simpler Syntax co-authored with Ray Jackendoff (OUP 2005), Natural Language Syntax (OUP 2009), and
Grammar and Complexity (OUP 2012).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Daniel Hanson:

Are you kind of busy person, only have 10 or maybe 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind
talent or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book in
comparison with can satisfy your small amount of time to read it because all of this time you only find
publication that need more time to be learn. Explaining Syntax: Representations, Structures, and
Computation can be your answer given it can be read by you who have those short extra time problems.

Amelia Page:

Don't be worry should you be afraid that this book will probably filled the space in your house, you may
have it in e-book way, more simple and reachable. This kind of Explaining Syntax: Representations,
Structures, and Computation can give you a lot of good friends because by you investigating this one book
you have point that they don't and make an individual more like an interesting person. This kind of book can
be one of one step for you to get success. This publication offer you information that perhaps your friend
doesn't realize, by knowing more than other make you to be great individuals. So , why hesitate? Let us have



Explaining Syntax: Representations, Structures, and Computation.

Ed Abraham:

What is your hobby? Have you heard that will question when you got scholars? We believe that that problem
was given by teacher for their students. Many kinds of hobby, Every person has different hobby. Therefore
you know that little person like reading or as examining become their hobby. You have to know that reading
is very important along with book as to be the issue. Book is important thing to add you knowledge, except
your own personal teacher or lecturer. You get good news or update about something by book. A substantial
number of sorts of books that can you go onto be your object. One of them are these claims Explaining
Syntax: Representations, Structures, and Computation.

Verna Hibbard:

Reading a book make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is composed or printed or created from each source that will filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for anyone. From media social just
like newspaper, magazines, science guide, encyclopedia, reference book, book and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your book? Or just trying to
find the Explaining Syntax: Representations, Structures, and Computation when you essential it?
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