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Achievement behavior in schools can be understood best in terms of students'
attempts to maintain a positive self-image. For many students, expending effort is
frightening because a combination of effort and failure implies low ability. They
have a variety of techniques for avoiding failure, ranging from cheating to setting
goals that are so easily achieved that no risk is involved. Although teachers
usually reward achievement and punish lack of effort, for many students risking
the sense of defeat that comes from trying hard and not succeeding is too
daunting. In Making the Grade, Martin Covington extracts powerful educational
implications from self-worth theory and other contemporary views that will be
useful for educators, parents, and all people concerned with the educational
dilemmas we face.
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Achievement behavior in schools can be understood best in terms of students' attempts to maintain a positive
self-image. For many students, expending effort is frightening because a combination of effort and failure
implies low ability. They have a variety of techniques for avoiding failure, ranging from cheating to setting
goals that are so easily achieved that no risk is involved. Although teachers usually reward achievement and
punish lack of effort, for many students risking the sense of defeat that comes from trying hard and not
succeeding is too daunting. In Making the Grade, Martin Covington extracts powerful educational
implications from self-worth theory and other contemporary views that will be useful for educators, parents,
and all people concerned with the educational dilemmas we face.
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Editorial Review

Review
"...very readable, insightful, and sensible. It offers a framework for curriculum planning, raises questions
concerning what should be the goals of education and suggests some meaningful ways schools can prepare
students for the future...provides a valuable discussion of the motivation issues that need greater attention in
debates on school reform." Judith L. Meece, Educational Researcher

"An extensive and thoughtful conversation about achievement behavior (motivation). It is a book that is hard
to put down if one is seriously inquiring into the topic." Choice

"...presents a good compilation of the author's research over the last 20 years. The book is very readable,
insightful, and sensible. It offers a framework for curriculum planning, raises questions concerning what
should be the goals of education, and suggests some meaningful ways schools can prepare students for the
future....a valuable discussion of the motivation issues that need greater attention in debates on school
reform." Educational Researcher

Users Review

From reader reviews:

James Robinson:

The book Making the Grade: A Self-Worth Perspective on Motivation and School Reform can give more
knowledge and information about everything you want. Why must we leave the great thing like a book
Making the Grade: A Self-Worth Perspective on Motivation and School Reform? A few of you have a
different opinion about reserve. But one aim in which book can give many facts for us. It is absolutely
suitable. Right now, try to closer together with your book. Knowledge or details that you take for that, it is
possible to give for each other; it is possible to share all of these. Book Making the Grade: A Self-Worth
Perspective on Motivation and School Reform has simple shape however you know: it has great and massive
function for you. You can search the enormous world by start and read a guide. So it is very wonderful.

Marco Manuel:

As people who live in typically the modest era should be update about what going on or info even knowledge
to make these keep up with the era that is always change and make progress. Some of you maybe can update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice to suit your needs but the problems coming to an
individual is you don't know what type you should start with. This Making the Grade: A Self-Worth
Perspective on Motivation and School Reform is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why,
because book serves what you want and want in this era.



Jeff Weaver:

Do you have something that that suits you such as book? The book lovers usually prefer to opt for book like
comic, quick story and the biggest the first is novel. Now, why not attempting Making the Grade: A Self-
Worth Perspective on Motivation and School Reform that give your entertainment preference will be
satisfied simply by reading this book. Reading practice all over the world can be said as the opportinity for
people to know world far better then how they react towards the world. It can't be mentioned constantly that
reading habit only for the geeky man but for all of you who wants to possibly be success person. So , for
every you who want to start examining as your good habit, you may pick Making the Grade: A Self-Worth
Perspective on Motivation and School Reform become your personal starter.

Ruth Paiz:

Reading a guide make you to get more knowledge from that. You can take knowledge and information from
the book. Book is prepared or printed or created from each source in which filled update of news. On this
modern era like currently, many ways to get information are available for you. From media social just like
newspaper, magazines, science reserve, encyclopedia, reference book, novel and comic. You can add your
knowledge by that book. Isn't it time to spend your spare time to open your book? Or just in search of the
Making the Grade: A Self-Worth Perspective on Motivation and School Reform when you required it?
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