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The six poets presented here -- Ravidas, Kabir, Nanak, Surdas, Mirabai, and
Tulsidas -- have contributed more to the religious vocabulary of Hinduism in
north India today than any voices before or since. In worship, in education, even
in politics, modern Hinduism sings their tune. For half a millennium, these saints'
poems have circulated from the banks of the Jumna to the rice fields of Bihar and
back to the deserts of Rajasthan, providing a language for many of life's most
vivid concerns -- cruelty and loneliness, status and intimacy, hope and
infatuation, and the maddening transitoriness of it all. With a biographical and
interpretive essay on each poet and a selection of representative verses in original
translation, this book offers a complete introduction to a literature that transcends
the boundaries we associate with religion and those of India as well.
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The six poets presented here -- Ravidas, Kabir, Nanak, Surdas, Mirabai, and Tulsidas -- have contributed
more to the religious vocabulary of Hinduism in north India today than any voices before or since. In
worship, in education, even in politics, modern Hinduism sings their tune. For half a millennium, these
saints' poems have circulated from the banks of the Jumna to the rice fields of Bihar and back to the deserts
of Rajasthan, providing a language for many of life's most vivid concerns -- cruelty and loneliness, status and
intimacy, hope and infatuation, and the maddening transitoriness of it all. With a biographical and
interpretive essay on each poet and a selection of representative verses in original translation, this book
offers a complete introduction to a literature that transcends the boundaries we associate with religion and
those of India as well.
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Editorial Review

Review
"Wonderful background essays, with movingly translated 'songs of the saints'. Good introduction--for those
students who already have some background on India."--F.W. Blackwell, Washington State University

"One of those rare and wonderful books that makes first rate scholarship immediately accessible to the non-
specialist....Lively....An excellent book for the classroom."--Religious Studies Review

"Hawley and Juergensmeyer have produced an introduction to North Indian devotion of very broad appeal.
For undergraduates, it provides attractive translations; for specialists, it presents up-to-date discussions of
textual sources; and for generalists, it offers an insightful handling of diversity in tradition."--History of
Religion

"In creating Songs of the Saints of India, Jack Hawley and Mark Juergensmeyer have filled a longstanding
need....A fascinating and enlightening presentation of the bhakti tradition of North India. Its extensive
glossary and notes as well as its lucid presentation make it ideal for teaching or reading at the introductory
level. Its innovative, authoritative approach to long-standing issues in the Hindu tradition make it
compulsory reading for any scholar of religious traditions. The poems themselves make delightful and
provocative reading for anyone; thanks to their introductions, their richness is more accessible than ever."--
Center for the Study of World Religions

"Between the covers of this book live six extraordinary North Indian saint-poets. Hawley tells their lives in
his flowing good-humored prose that gracefully conceals his great care and scholarship....[and] offers us a
generous selection of each saint-poet's poems, translated in verse forms that are fluent, sparkling, vivid,
never far from the tones of speech....We have waited long for an anthology of Hindi bhakti of this range,
authority, and literary excellence."--A.K. Ramanujan, University of Chicago

"An excellent balance of critical analysis and sensitive, readable translations of the most popular saint-poets
of Northern India. A key resource for both literature and religion courses."--Barbara N. Ramusack,
University of Cincinnati

"Superb anthology."--Richard B. Barnett, University of Virginia

"Perfectly fills a need....I will certainly use it."--Richard Davis, Yale University

"[The authors] are eminently qualified to translate the poetic songs of the saints of India....The present
volume, dealing with six saints, has widened the boundaries we associate with the religions of India. The
quality of the printing and binding is excellent."--Choice

Language Notes
Text: English, Hindi (translation)

About the Author
John Stratton Hawley is Professor of Religion , Barnard College, Columbia University, USA and Mark
Juergensmeyer is Professor of Sociology and Director of Global International Studies Program, University of



California, USA

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Lawrence Gregory:

Here thing why this kind of Songs of the Saints of India (Oxford India Paperbacks) are different and
reputable to be yours. First of all studying a book is good however it depends in the content of computer
which is the content is as scrumptious as food or not. Songs of the Saints of India (Oxford India Paperbacks)
giving you information deeper including different ways, you can find any guide out there but there is no
publication that similar with Songs of the Saints of India (Oxford India Paperbacks). It gives you thrill
studying journey, its open up your own eyes about the thing that will happened in the world which is perhaps
can be happened around you. It is easy to bring everywhere like in area, café, or even in your way home by
train. In case you are having difficulties in bringing the imprinted book maybe the form of Songs of the
Saints of India (Oxford India Paperbacks) in e-book can be your substitute.

Gregory Jones:

Reading a book tends to be new life style in this particular era globalization. With reading through you can
get a lot of information that will give you benefit in your life. Along with book everyone in this world can
share their idea. Textbooks can also inspire a lot of people. Plenty of author can inspire their particular reader
with their story or even their experience. Not only the storyline that share in the books. But also they write
about the knowledge about something that you need example of this. How to get the good score toefl, or how
to teach your young ones, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors on this planet
always try to improve their ability in writing, they also doing some study before they write for their book.
One of them is this Songs of the Saints of India (Oxford India Paperbacks).

Cecil Hardin:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Songs of the Saints of India (Oxford
India Paperbacks) e-book written by well-known writer who really knows well how to make book that can be
understand by anyone who all read the book. Written in good manner for you, still dripping wet every ideas
and producing skill only for eliminate your current hunger then you still hesitation Songs of the Saints of
India (Oxford India Paperbacks) as good book not just by the cover but also from the content. This is one
reserve that can break don't judge book by its handle, so do you still needing a different sixth sense to pick
this particular!? Oh come on your reading sixth sense already told you so why you have to listening to an
additional sixth sense.

Gerald McMullen:

As we know that book is vital thing to add our understanding for everything. By a reserve we can know
everything we would like. A book is a pair of written, printed, illustrated or maybe blank sheet. Every year
seemed to be exactly added. This reserve Songs of the Saints of India (Oxford India Paperbacks) was filled



in relation to science. Spend your free time to add your knowledge about your science competence. Some
people has different feel when they reading the book. If you know how big advantage of a book, you can feel
enjoy to read a guide. In the modern era like right now, many ways to get book that you simply wanted.
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