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Fully revised and updated, THE AMERICAN HERITAGE® DICTIONARY OF
INDO-EUROPEAN ROOTS remains an indispensable resource for anyone
interested in the history of English and its place in the Indo-European language
family. More than 13,000 words are traced to their origins in Proto-Indo-
European, the prehistoric ancestor of English that was spoken before the advent
of writing. In Calvert Watkins’s skilled hands, Proto-Indo-European language
and society are rendered as alive and compelling as they must have been six
thousand years ago. His introductory essay shows how words in an unrecorded
ancient language can be reconstructed and offers a wealth of fascinating
information about Proto-Indo-European culture. The dictionary that follows
contains nearly 1,350 reconstructed roots, plus two dozen new “Language and
Culture” notes that explore interesting sidelights to the etymologies presented in
many entries.
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Editorial Review

About the Author

Calvert Watkins is the Victor S. Thomas Professor of Linguistics and the Classics, Emeritus, at Harvard
University, and Professor-in-Residence in the Department of Classics and the Program in Indo-European
Studies at the University of California, Los Angeles. He specializes in Indo-European comparative
linguistics, especially Latin, Greek, Celtic, Hittite, and comparative morphology and poetics. He wrote the
“Appendix of Indo-European Roots” for the first edition of The American Heritage Dictionary and has
revised it for the third, fourth, and fifth editions.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Robert Riggio:

Inside other case, little people like to read book The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots.
You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. Given that we know about how is important a new
book The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots. You can add expertise and of course you
can around the world with a book. Absolutely right, because from book you can know everything! From your
country until foreign or abroad you will find yourself known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you
could know that. In this era, we are able to open a book or maybe searching by internet device. It is called e-
book. You need to use it when you feel weary to go to the library. Let's examine.

Latasha Hisle:

As people who live in often the modest era should be revise about what going on or info even knowledge to
make these individuals keep up with the era and that is always change and progress. Some of you maybe will
probably update themselves by looking at books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to
anyone is you don't know which you should start with. This The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-
European Roots is our recommendation so you keep up with the world. Why, since this book serves what
you want and want in this era.

Jeffery Whitley:

Often the book The American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots has a lot of information on it. So
when you check out this book you can get a lot of help. The book was compiled by the very famous author.
Mcdougal makes some research prior to write this book. This specific book very easy to read you can find
the point easily after reading this article book.



Robert Defazio:

Are you kind of hectic person, only have 10 or 15 minute in your moment to upgrading your mind expertise
or thinking skill possibly analytical thinking? Then you are having problem with the book than can satisfy
your limited time to read it because all this time you only find e-book that need more time to be study. The
American Heritage Dictionary of Indo-European Roots can be your answer as it can be read by an individual
who have those short spare time problems.
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