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Aron Zysow's 1984 PhD dissertation, "The Economy of Certainty," remains the
most important, compelling, and intellectually ambitious treatment of Islamic
legal theory (usul al-fiqh) in Western scholarship to date. It continues to be
widely read and cited, and remains unsurpassed in its incisive analysis of the
fundamental assumptions of Islamic legal thought. Zysow's important work is
published here in full, for the first time, with updated references and some further
reflections by the author. Zysow argues that the great dividing line in Islamic
legal thought is between those legal theories that require certainty in every detail
of the law and those that will admit probability. The latter were historically
dominant and include the leading legal schools that have survived to our own
day. Zahirism and, for much of its history, Twelver Shi'ism, are examples of the
former. The well-known dispute regarding the legitimacy of juridical analogy is
only one feature of this fundamental epistemological division, since probability
can enter the law in the process of authenticating prophetic traditions and in the
interpretation of the revealed texts, as well as through analogy. The notion of
consensus in Islamic legal theory functioned to reintroduce some measure of
certainty into the law by identifying one of the competing probable solutions as
correct. Consequently, consensus has only a reduced role in those systems that
reject probability. Another, more radical, means of regaining certainty was the
doctrine that regarded the legal reasoning of all qualified jurists on matters of
probability as infallible. The development of legal theories of both types was to a
large extent shaped by theology and, most significantly, by Mu'tazilism, and
subsequently by Ash'arism and Maturidism.
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Editorial Review

Review
"It is no exaggeration to say that Zysow's contribution is the single most important work on Islamic legal
theory (usul al-fiqh) in any western language." --Marc Herman, Center for Jewish Law and Contemporary
Civilization

"The Economy of Certainty is a classic of Islamic studies and the first academic source in a Western
language on usul al-fiqh. I strongly recommend it." --Abdessamad Belhaj, Catholic University of
Louvain, Journal of the American Oriental Society 135.3 (2015)

About the Author
Aron Zysow received his A.B. (Classics), Ph.D. (Islamic Studies), and J.D. from Harvard. From 2000 to
2005 he served as Research Associate for the Islamic Legal Studies Program at Harvard Law School. Before
that he taught Arabic and Islamic Studies at the University of Washington in Seattle and Washington
University in St. Louis and commercial law at Baruch College, City University of New York. Prior to his
academic career he worked as an attorney in New York City. His main academic interests are Islamic law,
particularly legal theory, and theology. He is a former fellow of The Institute for the Transregional Study of
the Contemporary Middle East, North Africa and Central Asia (TRI) at Princeton University, where he also
taught in the Department of Near Eastern Studies.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

David Binkley:

Book is written, printed, or highlighted for everything. You can realize everything you want by a publication.
Book has a different type. As we know that book is important factor to bring us around the world. Close to
that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A reserve The Economy of Certainty: An Introduction to
the Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) will make you to end up
being smarter. You can feel much more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think
in which open or reading the book make you bored. It is not make you fun. Why they may be thought like
that? Have you searching for best book or suitable book with you?

Brenda Fairfax:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material when you require something to
explain what your own problem? How about your time? Or are you busy man? If you don't have spare time
to try and do others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And you have extra time? What
did you do? Every person has many questions above. They have to answer that question mainly because just
their can do that will. It said that about e-book. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is suitable. Because
start from on guardería until university need this kind of The Economy of Certainty: An Introduction to the
Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) to read.



Della Ferguson:

That guide can make you to feel relax. That book The Economy of Certainty: An Introduction to the
Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) was vibrant and of course has
pictures on the website. As we know that book The Economy of Certainty: An Introduction to the Typology
of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies) has many kinds or style. Start from kids
until young adults. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and believe you are the
character on there. Therefore not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it offers you feel happy, fun
and loosen up. Try to choose the best book to suit your needs and try to like reading that will.

Deanna Jackson:

What is your hobby? Have you heard this question when you got scholars? We believe that that query was
given by teacher to the students. Many kinds of hobby, Everyone has different hobby. And you also know
that little person including reading or as reading become their hobby. You should know that reading is very
important and also book as to be the matter. Book is important thing to provide you knowledge, except your
personal teacher or lecturer. You see good news or update concerning something by book. Numerous books
that can you choose to adopt be your object. One of them is niagra The Economy of Certainty: An
Introduction to the Typology of Islamic Legal Theory (Resources in Arabic and Islamic Studies).
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