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A biography of Pope Francis that describes how this revolutionary thinker
will use the power of his position to challenge and redirect one of the world's
most formidable religions

An expansive and deeply contextual work, at its heart The Great Reformer is
about the intersection of faith and politics--the tension between the pope's
innovative vision for the Church and the obstacles he faces in an institution still
strongly defined by its conservative past. Based on extensive interviews in
Argentina and years of study of the Catholic Church, Ivereigh tells the story not
only of Jorge Mario Bergoglio, the remarkable man whose background and total
commitment to the discernment of God's will transformed him into Pope Francis-
-but the story of why the Catholic Church chose him as their leader.

With the Francis Revolution just beginning, this biography will provide never-
before-explained context on how one man's ambitious program began--and how
it will likely end--through an investigation of Francis's youth growing up in
Buenos Aires and the dramatic events during the Perón era that shaped his
beliefs; his ongoing conflicts and disillusionment with the ensuing doctrines of
an authoritarian and militaristic government in the 1970s; how his Jesuit training
in Argentina and Chile gave him a unique understanding and advocacy for a
"Church of the Poor"; and his rise from Cardinal to the papacy.
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An expansive and deeply contextual work, at its heart The Great Reformer is about the intersection of faith
and politics--the tension between the pope's innovative vision for the Church and the obstacles he faces in an
institution still strongly defined by its conservative past. Based on extensive interviews in Argentina and
years of study of the Catholic Church, Ivereigh tells the story not only of Jorge Mario Bergoglio, the
remarkable man whose background and total commitment to the discernment of God's will transformed him
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With the Francis Revolution just beginning, this biography will provide never-before-explained context on
how one man's ambitious program began--and how it will likely end--through an investigation of Francis's
youth growing up in Buenos Aires and the dramatic events during the Perón era that shaped his beliefs; his
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Editorial Review

Review

“In Austen Ivereigh's engaging work, we come to more fully learn and appreciate the circumstances and
influences that shaped Jorge Bergoglio's journey: first as a young Jesuit leader, then as Archbishop of
Buenos Aires, and now as shepherd of over one billion Catholics. The many fascinating events and
challenges recounted in The Great Reformer demonstrate that the key to understanding Pope Francis and his
vision for the Church begins above all by recognizing his unfailing faith in the love and mercy of Jesus
Christ.” ?Timothy Michael Cardinal Dolan, Archbishop of New York and author of Praying in Rome:
Reflections on the Conclave and Electing Pope Francis

“Easily the best treatment of Pope Francis's Argentine background in English, written by someone who
knows Catholicism inside and out. Masterful, indispensable, and gripping.” ?John L. Allen Jr., associate
editor, Cruz and The Boston Globe

“Ivereigh has written the best available chronicle of the formative events in the life and thinking of Jorge
Mario Bergoglio and demonstrates how his call for a ‘Church in permanent mission' extends and deepens the
‘New Evangelization' proclaimed by St. John Paul II.” ?George Weigel, author of Evangelical Catholicism"

“Well written, full of information; this is the best biography of Pope Francis to date.” ?Thomas Reese, Senior
Analyst, National Catholic Reporter and author of Inside the Vatican: The Politics and Organization of the
Catholic Church

“Austen Ivereigh paints the story of the momentous papal transition of 2013 with accurate, vivid, graphic,
strokes and places the reader in awe before the brilliant canvas of contemporary Church history. The Great
Reformer helped me to realize anew the sheer magnitude, power and influence of Benedict's humble and
courageous decision and Francis' bold and daring revolution of tenderness inaugurated on March 13, 2013. If
you wish to understand Pope Francis, read this book.” ?Father Thomas Rosica, CSB; CEO, Salt and Light
Catholic Media Foundation

“Probing, comprehensive, eminently readable and absorbing . . . In a growing list of books on the first Latin
American pope, Ivereigh's is uniquely well informed and persuasive.” ?Charles J. Chaput, O.F.M. Cap.,
Archbishop of Philadelphia

“Austen Ivereigh has produced about the best one-volume biography of Pope Francis that you'll find. The
Great Reformer explores the fascinating story of Jorge Mario Bergoglio's life in Argentina, with its
highlights and shadows. And in explaining where Francis came from, Ivereigh is able to give us a realistic
and insightful account of what Bergoglio is up to as pope, and where he is taking the Catholic Church.”
?David Gibson, national reporter for Religion News Service and author of The Rule of Benedict: Pope
Benedict XVI and His Battle with the Modern World

“‘You have to be normal,' Pope Francis told the Jesuit Antonio Spadaro, setting the tone for their long
interview last summer. ‘Life is normal.' This is what's especially remarkable about Austen Ivereigh's
biography of Francis: Ivereigh depicts Jorge Mario Bergoglio as an extraordinary figure by showing him in
the settings of his ‘normal' life, from the Jesuit Colegio Maximo to the bus shelters of Buenos Aires bus to
the Casa Santa Marta in Rome. No recent pope has gotten a biography as sensible, as culturally adept, and as



attuned to the ongoing moment as this one.” ?Paul Elie, author of The Life You Save May Be Your Own and
Reinventing Bach

“Readers...will revel in the intricate parallels between the personal life of the pope and the socio-political
environment he was raised in and inhabits now...A meticulous and lovingly written biography that will
please both knowledgeable and amateur readers.” ?Library Journal

“An admiring defense of the new pope...A quick, efficient job of fairly sketching this extraordinary life.”
?Kirkus

“Consider this book the cornerstone of any collection on Pope Francis and twenty-first-century Christianity.”
?Ray Olson, Booklist (STARRED REVIEW)

“[Ivereigh] is the ideal papal biographer...[A] detailed and well-written examination of Pope Francis. ...With
its wealth of biographical information that offers an in-depth look at formative influences, this is the best
examination of the current pope to date.” ?Publishers Weekly

“An in-depth picture of Jorge Bergoglio...already being spoken of as the definitive biography of this Pope.
Ivereigh[is] uniquely fitted for the task by an Oxford University doctorate that was an investigation into the
Church and politics in Argentina between 1930 and 1960. A fluent Spanish speaker, this expertise gained
him unrivalled access to the Jesuits in Argentina during his research and enabled him to read everything
Pope Francis has ever written. When he went on to attend and report on last month's synod, he had possibly
the greatest understanding of any lay person there of what was actually going on, why, and what it would
mean.” ?Christian Today

About the Author

Austen Ivereigh is a British writer, journalist, and commentator on religious and political affairs who holds
a PhD from Oxford University. His work appears regularly in the Jesuit magazine America and in many
other periodicals. He is well known on British media, especially on the BBC, Sky, ITV and Al-Jazeera, as a
Catholic commentator.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Donna Young:

Have you spare time to get a day? What do you do when you have considerably more or little spare time?
Yes, you can choose the suitable activity for spend your time. Any person spent their own spare time to take
a stroll, shopping, or went to often the Mall. How about open or even read a book allowed The Great
Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope (Deckle Edge)? Maybe it is to be best activity for you.
You realize beside you can spend your time together with your favorite's book, you can more intelligent than
before. Do you agree with their opinion or you have different opinion?



Kelly Spinney:

People live in this new time of lifestyle always try and and must have the free time or they will get great deal
of stress from both daily life and work. So , once we ask do people have time, we will say absolutely sure.
People is human not really a huge robot. Then we request again, what kind of activity do you possess when
the spare time coming to you actually of course your answer will unlimited right. Then ever try this one,
reading publications. It can be your alternative inside spending your spare time, typically the book you have
read is usually The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope (Deckle Edge).

Maria McGhee:

The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope (Deckle Edge) can be one of your beginning
books that are good idea. We recommend that straight away because this book has good vocabulary which
could increase your knowledge in language, easy to understand, bit entertaining but nonetheless delivering
the information. The author giving his/her effort to set every word into joy arrangement in writing The Great
Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope (Deckle Edge) but doesn't forget the main level, giving
the reader the hottest in addition to based confirm resource facts that maybe you can be one among it. This
great information can drawn you into brand new stage of crucial contemplating.

Mabel Maddux:

Reading a reserve make you to get more knowledge from this. You can take knowledge and information
coming from a book. Book is prepared or printed or outlined from each source that will filled update of
news. On this modern era like at this point, many ways to get information are available for a person. From
media social such as newspaper, magazines, science e-book, encyclopedia, reference book, new and comic.
You can add your understanding by that book. Do you want to spend your spare time to spread out your
book? Or just looking for the The Great Reformer: Francis and the Making of a Radical Pope (Deckle Edge)
when you needed it?
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