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This study traces the evolution of imperialist ideology in Germany from
Bismarck in the mid-19th century through Hitler and the Third Reich. Although
much has been written about the virulently racist and anti-communist ideologies
of the Nazi party, this is the first book to treat Nazi imperialism as a separate
ideology and set it within a sturdy theoretical framework. Smith contends that
Nazi imperialism represented the last, ambitious attempt to integrate two
century-old ideologies--the elite, pro-industrial Weltpolitik and the popular-
based, pro-agrarian Lebensraum--into a single system. In fact, Smith argues that
it was largely the way in which the Nazis attempted to reconcile these
contradictory ideologies that explains Germany's disastrous policies during
World War II. This wide-ranging study also contributes to the debates over
several other aspects of German history, including German military aims in
World War II, the continuity--or discontinuity--of German policy from Bismarck
to Hitler, and the relation between ideology and social-political life.
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through Hitler and the Third Reich. Although much has been written about the virulently racist and anti-
communist ideologies of the Nazi party, this is the first book to treat Nazi imperialism as a separate ideology
and set it within a sturdy theoretical framework. Smith contends that Nazi imperialism represented the last,
ambitious attempt to integrate two century-old ideologies--the elite, pro-industrial Weltpolitik and the
popular-based, pro-agrarian Lebensraum--into a single system. In fact, Smith argues that it was largely the
way in which the Nazis attempted to reconcile these contradictory ideologies that explains Germany's
disastrous policies during World War II. This wide-ranging study also contributes to the debates over several
other aspects of German history, including German military aims in World War II, the continuity--or
discontinuity--of German policy from Bismarck to Hitler, and the relation between ideology and social-
political life.
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Editorial Review

From Library Journal
Smith has written a scholarly and intelligent study of the nature and evolution of the ideologies of
imperialism in Germany during the century leading up to Nazi expansionism in World War II. He identifies
two distinct types or "aggregates" of imperialist ideas in German politics: a migrationist colonialism (later
Lebensraum) and an economic imperialism (later Weltpolitik), both of which evolved in the Wilhelmine
years and continued to influence policy through World War I, Weimar, and into the Nazi era. These
ideologies of imperialism, though logically inconsistent, were followed in various forms by the Nazis, and
culminated in the catastrophe of Hitler's war. This is an important, challenging, and difficult book,
recommended for academic libraries and collections with a German emphasis. James B. Street, Santa Cruz
P.L., Cal.
Copyright 1986 Reed Business Information, Inc.

Review

"An excellent study--probably the most thoughtful, detailed, and erudite account of this subject that has yet
been written."--American Historical Review

"Teachers of contemporary European history will find that Smith's book contains a great deal of fascinating
material as well as many stimulating ideas. The book is based on impressive research."--The History Teacher

"Fascinating...Includes a most interesting analysis of the structure and functions of ideologies."--New York
Review of Books

"A splendid synthesis of the numerous detailed studies of German chauvinism."--Journal of Modern History

"A significant contribution...A prodigiously researched, cogently argued, and forcefully written book that
deserves wide attention."--Journal of Interdisciplinary History

About the Author
Woodruff D. Smith is at University of Texas, San Antonio.

Users Review

From reader reviews:



Desiree Thorne:

What do you about book? It is not important to you? Or just adding material if you want something to
explain what your own problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy individual? If you don't have
spare time to try and do others business, it is make one feel bored faster. And you have time? What did you
do? Everybody has many questions above. They need to answer that question due to the fact just their can do
in which. It said that about publication. Book is familiar on every person. Yes, it is correct. Because start
from on guardería until university need this particular The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism to read.

Betty Epperson:

As people who live in the modest era should be revise about what going on or information even knowledge
to make them keep up with the era and that is always change and advance. Some of you maybe will update
themselves by examining books. It is a good choice in your case but the problems coming to you is you don't
know what one you should start with. This The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism is our
recommendation to help you keep up with the world. Why, as this book serves what you want and wish in
this era.

Kevin Serna:

Reading a reserve tends to be new life style within this era globalization. With examining you can get a lot of
information that can give you benefit in your life. With book everyone in this world could share their idea.
Guides can also inspire a lot of people. Many author can inspire their own reader with their story as well as
their experience. Not only the storyplot that share in the guides. But also they write about the information
about something that you need illustration. How to get the good score toefl, or how to teach your sons or
daughters, there are many kinds of book that you can get now. The authors in this world always try to
improve their proficiency in writing, they also doing some exploration before they write for their book. One
of them is this The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism.

Michael Short:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you find yourself in the book store?
Make an effort to pick one book that you just dont know the inside because don't evaluate book by its protect
may doesn't work here is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not because fantastic as
in the outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be The Ideological Origins of Nazi Imperialism why
because the fantastic cover that make you consider concerning the content will not disappoint an individual.
The inside or content is definitely fantastic as the outside or maybe cover. Your reading sixth sense will
directly assist you to pick up this book.
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