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On the Boston Common stands one of the great Civil War memorials, a
magnificent bronze sculpture by Augustus Saint-Gaudens. It depicts the black
soldiers of the Fifty-fourth Massachusetts Infantry marching alongside their
young white commander, Colonel Robert Gould Shaw. When the philosopher
William James dedicated the memorial in May 1897, he stirred the assembled
crowd with these words: "There they march, warm-blooded champions of a
better day for man. There on horseback among them, in the very habit as he
lived, sits the blue-eyed child of fortune." In this book Shaw speaks for himself
with equal eloquence through nearly two hundred letters he wrote to his family
and friends during the Civil War. The portrait that emerges is of a man more
divided and complex_though no less heroic_than the Shaw depicted in the
celebrated film Glory. The pampered son of wealthy Boston abolitionists, Shaw
was no abolitionist himself, but he was among the first patriots to respond to
Lincoln's call for troops after the attack on Fort Sumter. After Cedar Mountain
and Antietam, Shaw knew the carnage of war firsthand. Describing nightfall on
the Antietam battlefield, he wrote, "the crickets chirped, and the frogs croaked,
just as if nothing unusual had happened all day long, and presently the stars came
out bright, and we lay down among the dead, and slept soundly until daylight.
There were twenty dead bodies within a rod of me." When Federal war aims
shifted from an emphasis on restoring the Union to the higher goal of
emancipation for four million slaves, Shaw's mother pressured her son into
accepting the command of the North's vanguard black regiment, the Fifty-fourth
Massachusetts.
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lived, sits the blue-eyed child of fortune." In this book Shaw speaks for himself with equal eloquence
through nearly two hundred letters he wrote to his family and friends during the Civil War. The portrait that
emerges is of a man more divided and complex_though no less heroic_than the Shaw depicted in the
celebrated film Glory. The pampered son of wealthy Boston abolitionists, Shaw was no abolitionist himself,
but he was among the first patriots to respond to Lincoln's call for troops after the attack on Fort Sumter.
After Cedar Mountain and Antietam, Shaw knew the carnage of war firsthand. Describing nightfall on the
Antietam battlefield, he wrote, "the crickets chirped, and the frogs croaked, just as if nothing unusual had
happened all day long, and presently the stars came out bright, and we lay down among the dead, and slept
soundly until daylight. There were twenty dead bodies within a rod of me." When Federal war aims shifted
from an emphasis on restoring the Union to the higher goal of emancipation for four million slaves, Shaw's
mother pressured her son into accepting the command of the North's vanguard black regiment, the Fifty-
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Sarah Maddocks:

People live in this new moment of lifestyle always attempt to and must have the time or they will get great
deal of stress from both lifestyle and work. So , once we ask do people have extra time, we will say
absolutely without a doubt. People is human not a robot. Then we inquire again, what kind of activity do you
possess when the spare time coming to an individual of course your answer will probably unlimited right.
Then do you ever try this one, reading textbooks. It can be your alternative in spending your spare time,
often the book you have read is actually Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune: The Civil War Letters of Col. Robert
Gould Shaw.

Regina Nichols:

Your reading sixth sense will not betray an individual, why because this Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune: The
Civil War Letters of Col. Robert Gould Shaw e-book written by well-known writer we are excited for well
how to make book that can be understand by anyone who else read the book. Written with good manner for
you, leaking every ideas and producing skill only for eliminate your own hunger then you still doubt Blue-
Eyed Child of Fortune: The Civil War Letters of Col. Robert Gould Shaw as good book not just by the cover
but also with the content. This is one book that can break don't assess book by its protect, so do you still
needing another sixth sense to pick this kind of!? Oh come on your reading through sixth sense already said
so why you have to listening to a different sixth sense.

Charles Holland:

Many people spending their time by playing outside having friends, fun activity having family or just
watching TV the whole day. You can have new activity to spend your whole day by examining a book. Ugh,
do you consider reading a book can actually hard because you have to use the book everywhere? It alright
you can have the e-book, bringing everywhere you want in your Smartphone. Like Blue-Eyed Child of
Fortune: The Civil War Letters of Col. Robert Gould Shaw which is getting the e-book version. So , try out
this book? Let's notice.

Joyce Williams:

That publication can make you to feel relax. This specific book Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune: The Civil War
Letters of Col. Robert Gould Shaw was colourful and of course has pictures on the website. As we know that
book Blue-Eyed Child of Fortune: The Civil War Letters of Col. Robert Gould Shaw has many kinds or



variety. Start from kids until teenagers. For example Naruto or Private investigator Conan you can read and
believe that you are the character on there. Therefore , not at all of book usually are make you bored, any it
offers up you feel happy, fun and chill out. Try to choose the best book in your case and try to like reading
this.
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