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Ziauddin Sardar, one of the foremost Muslim intellectuals in Britain, learned the
Koran at his mother's knee in Pakistan. As a young student in London he set out
to grasp the meaning of his religion, and, hopefully, to find 'paradise', his quest
leading him throughout the Muslim world, from Iran to China to Turkey. Along
the way he accepts that he may never reach paradise - but it's the journey that's
important. At a time when the view of Islam in the West is so often distorted and
simplistic, Desperately Seeking Paradise - self-mocking, frank and passionate - is
essential reading.
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Editorial Review

From Publishers Weekly
Sardar has written a curious, often amusing travelogue of his quest for understanding and the Muslims he has
encountered along his journeys. Pakistani by birth (in 1951) but raised in Britain, Sardar studied physics, but
got sidetracked early into popular science writing and politics, becoming a member of FOSIS (the Federation
of Students Islamic Society), an intellectual group opposed to the right-wing Muslim Brotherhood. This book
chronicles Sardar's travels through the Muslim world as an observant journalist and a seeker with one
principal question: how can Muslims keep the faith but also fit into the modern world? In Tehran in 1974,
Sardar found an Islamic revolution brewing, with an Imam Khomeini at its front. In Baghdad, he was told to
"keep an eye on" vice-president Saddam Hussein. In Mecca, he found the ancient pilgrim's city being rapidly
demolished and "hideous mosques" being erected by the Bin Laden Group. In Pakistan, China and Nigeria,
he discovered groups who yearned to be governed by harsh shariah law. Sardar has done the necessary
background reading to fill readers in, he never preaches, and despite what sometimes seems a dismaying
array of evidence otherwise, he never loses hope for the future of Muslim civilization. (Dec. 1)
Copyright © Reed Business Information, a division of Reed Elsevier Inc. All rights reserved.

Review
"The only funny book I've read about Islam" -- Mail on Sunday

“A curious, often amusing travelogue.” -- Publishers Weekly

From the Publisher
Raised in Pakistan, Ziauddin Sardar learned the Koran at his mother's knee. As a young student in London,
he embarked on a quest to grasp the meaning and contemporary relevance of his religion and, hopefully, to
find "paradise." After experimenting with the mystical branch of Islam, Sufism, and with classical Islam, he
set off on extensive travels through the Muslim world. Along the way, he came to accept that he might never
reach paradise, realizing that it's the journey that's important. At a time when the Western view of Islam is so
often distorted and over-simplified, Desperately Seeking Paradise is essential reading.

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Angela Heller:

The book Desperately Seeking Paradise: Journeys Of A Sceptical Muslim make one feel enjoy for your spare
time. You can use to make your capable much more increase. Book can being your best friend when you
getting stress or having big problem with the subject. If you can make reading a book Desperately Seeking
Paradise: Journeys Of A Sceptical Muslim to be your habit, you can get far more advantages, like add your
personal capable, increase your knowledge about many or all subjects. You are able to know everything if
you like wide open and read a guide Desperately Seeking Paradise: Journeys Of A Sceptical Muslim. Kinds
of book are several. It means that, science reserve or encyclopedia or other folks. So , how do you think
about this reserve?



Dana Gallo:

This book untitled Desperately Seeking Paradise: Journeys Of A Sceptical Muslim to be one of several
books which best seller in this year, that's because when you read this reserve you can get a lot of benefit into
it. You will easily to buy this particular book in the book retail store or you can order it through online. The
publisher of this book sells the e-book too. It makes you easier to read this book, as you can read this book in
your Smart phone. So there is no reason to your account to past this publication from your list.

Donald Farrell:

Can you one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt while you are in the book store? Try and
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't judge book by its cover may doesn't work the
following is difficult job because you are frightened that the inside maybe not while fantastic as in the
outside seem likes. Maybe you answer might be Desperately Seeking Paradise: Journeys Of A Sceptical
Muslim why because the amazing cover that make you consider with regards to the content will not
disappoint anyone. The inside or content is actually fantastic as the outside or even cover. Your reading sixth
sense will directly show you to pick up this book.

Mary Moore:

Is it a person who having spare time and then spend it whole day simply by watching television programs or
just laying on the bed? Do you need something new? This Desperately Seeking Paradise: Journeys Of A
Sceptical Muslim can be the answer, oh how comes? A fresh book you know. You are thus out of date,
spending your spare time by reading in this brand-new era is common not a geek activity. So what these
guides have than the others?
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