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In this fascinating reassessment of postmodern architecture at the end of the 20th
century, Emmanuel Petit addresses the role of irony and finds a vitality and depth
of dialectics largely ignored by historical critiques. A look at five individual
architects—Peter Eisenman (b. 1932), Arata Isozaki (b. 1931), Rem Koolhaas (b.
1944), Stanley Tigerman (b. 1930), and Robert Venturi (b. 1925)—reveals the
beginning of a phenomenology of irony in architecture. As Petit explains, irony is
manifested in the work of these architects as an aesthetic tool, as existential
comedy, and as cultural satire.

Petit frames his discussion between the destruction of two utopian structures by
architect Minoru Yamasaki (1912–1986): the demolition of the Pruitt-Igoe
housing complex in St. Louis in 1972 and the collapse of the World Trade Center
in 2001. Meticulously researched and drawing widely from philosophy and
literary criticism, Petit crafts a compelling case for the role of irony during a
period when architects struggled to come to terms with significant contradictions
within cultural modernity.
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In this fascinating reassessment of postmodern architecture at the end of the 20th century, Emmanuel Petit
addresses the role of irony and finds a vitality and depth of dialectics largely ignored by historical critiques.
A look at five individual architects—Peter Eisenman (b. 1932), Arata Isozaki (b. 1931), Rem Koolhaas (b.
1944), Stanley Tigerman (b. 1930), and Robert Venturi (b. 1925)—reveals the beginning of a
phenomenology of irony in architecture. As Petit explains, irony is manifested in the work of these architects
as an aesthetic tool, as existential comedy, and as cultural satire.

Petit frames his discussion between the destruction of two utopian structures by architect Minoru Yamasaki
(1912–1986): the demolition of the Pruitt-Igoe housing complex in St. Louis in 1972 and the collapse of the
World Trade Center in 2001. Meticulously researched and drawing widely from philosophy and literary
criticism, Petit crafts a compelling case for the role of irony during a period when architects struggled to
come to terms with significant contradictions within cultural modernity.
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Editorial Review

Review
“Through a rigorously researched and precisely written analysis, Petit gets very deep below the surface of
architecture to lay bare many of the most satisfying intellectual projects in architectural history. . . . A very
well-written and thoughtfully crafted survey of one of the richest periods in architectural history.”—Domus
(Domus)

About the Author

Emmanuel Petit is associate professor at the Yale School of Architecture. He is editor of Philip Johnson:
The Constancy of Change (Yale) and Schlepping Through Ambivalence: Essays by Stanley Tigerman (Yale).

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Ethel Davidson:

With other case, little individuals like to read book Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern
Architecture. You can choose the best book if you like reading a book. As long as we know about how is
important the book Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture. You can add
information and of course you can around the world by way of a book. Absolutely right, mainly because
from book you can recognize everything! From your country until finally foreign or abroad you can be
known. About simple matter until wonderful thing you can know that. In this era, we are able to open a book
or even searching by internet product. It is called e-book. You can use it when you feel bored stiff to go to
the library. Let's study.

Mike Greene:

What do you concerning book? It is not important along? Or just adding material when you really need
something to explain what the one you have problem? How about your spare time? Or are you busy man? If
you don't have spare time to accomplish others business, it is give you a sense of feeling bored faster. And
you have extra time? What did you do? Every individual has many questions above. They have to answer
that question mainly because just their can do in which. It said that about book. Book is familiar in each
person. Yes, it is proper. Because start from on guardería until university need this specific Irony; or, The
Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture to read.

Mary Young:

Information is provisions for anyone to get better life, information nowadays can get by anyone from
everywhere. The information can be a expertise or any news even an issue. What people must be consider if



those information which is inside former life are challenging be find than now could be taking seriously
which one would work to believe or which one the actual resource are convinced. If you have the unstable
resource then you understand it as your main information you will see huge disadvantage for you. All of
those possibilities will not happen within you if you take Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern
Architecture as the daily resource information.

Emily Higginbotham:

Does one one of the book lovers? If yes, do you ever feeling doubt when you are in the book store? Aim to
pick one book that you find out the inside because don't evaluate book by its deal with may doesn't work here
is difficult job because you are scared that the inside maybe not since fantastic as in the outside seem likes.
Maybe you answer is usually Irony; or, The Self-Critical Opacity of Postmodern Architecture why because
the amazing cover that make you consider about the content will not disappoint an individual. The inside or
content is actually fantastic as the outside or cover. Your reading sixth sense will directly guide you to pick
up this book.
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