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In describing the career of Abraham Yagel, a Jewish physician, kabbalist, and
naturalist who lived in northern Italy from 1553 to about 1623, David Ruderman
observes the remarkable interplay between early modern scientific thought and
religious and occult traditions from a wholly new perspective: that of Jewish
intellectual life.

Whether he was writing about astronomical discoveries, demons, marvelous
creatures and prodigies of nature, the uses of magic, or reincarnation, Yagel
made a consistent effort to integrate empirical study of nature with kabbalistic
and rabbinic learning. Yagel's several interests were united in his belief in the
interconnectedness of all thing?a belief, shared by many Renaissance thinkers,
that turns natural phenomena into “signatures” of the divine unity of all things.
Ruderman argues that Yagel and his coreligionists were predisposed to this
prevalent view because of occult strains in traditional Jewish thought He also
suggests that underlying Yagel's passion for integrating and correlating all
knowledge was a powerful psychological need to gain cultural respect and
acceptance for himself and for his entire community, especially in a period of
increased anti-Semitic agitation in Italy.

Yagel proposed a bold new agenda for Jewish culture that underscored the
religious value of the study of nature, reformulated kabbalist traditions in the
language of scientific discourse so as to promote them as the highest form of
human knowledge, and advocated the legitimate role of the magical arts as the
ultimate expression of human creativity in Judaism. This portrait of Yagel and
his intellectual world will well serve all students of late Renaissance and early
modern Europe.
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In describing the career of Abraham Yagel, a Jewish physician, kabbalist, and naturalist who lived in
northern Italy from 1553 to about 1623, David Ruderman observes the remarkable interplay between early
modern scientific thought and religious and occult traditions from a wholly new perspective: that of Jewish
intellectual life.

Whether he was writing about astronomical discoveries, demons, marvelous creatures and prodigies of
nature, the uses of magic, or reincarnation, Yagel made a consistent effort to integrate empirical study of
nature with kabbalistic and rabbinic learning. Yagel's several interests were united in his belief in the
interconnectedness of all thing?a belief, shared by many Renaissance thinkers, that turns natural phenomena
into “signatures” of the divine unity of all things. Ruderman argues that Yagel and his coreligionists were
predisposed to this prevalent view because of occult strains in traditional Jewish thought He also suggests
that underlying Yagel's passion for integrating and correlating all knowledge was a powerful psychological
need to gain cultural respect and acceptance for himself and for his entire community, especially in a period
of increased anti-Semitic agitation in Italy.

Yagel proposed a bold new agenda for Jewish culture that underscored the religious value of the study of
nature, reformulated kabbalist traditions in the language of scientific discourse so as to promote them as the
highest form of human knowledge, and advocated the legitimate role of the magical arts as the ultimate
expression of human creativity in Judaism. This portrait of Yagel and his intellectual world will well serve
all students of late Renaissance and early modern Europe.
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Editorial Review

Users Review

From reader reviews:

Colleen Thompson:

Book is usually written, printed, or illustrated for everything. You can understand everything you want by a
e-book. Book has a different type. To be sure that book is important matter to bring us around the world.
Next to that you can your reading expertise was fluently. A book Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural
Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician will make you to become smarter. You can feel much
more confidence if you can know about anything. But some of you think in which open or reading some sort
of book make you bored. It isn't make you fun. Why they could be thought like that? Have you trying to find
best book or suited book with you?

Robert Williams:

The book Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician can
give more knowledge and information about everything you want. Exactly why must we leave the best thing
like a book Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician?
A few of you have a different opinion about reserve. But one aim that book can give many data for us. It is
absolutely right. Right now, try to closer along with your book. Knowledge or info that you take for that, you
can give for each other; you may share all of these. Book Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural
Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician has simple shape however you know: it has great and
large function for you. You can seem the enormous world by open and read a reserve. So it is very
wonderful.

Nancy Maxfield:

Hey guys, do you wants to finds a new book to see? May be the book with the title Kabbalah, Magic and
Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physician suitable to you? Typically the book
was written by famous writer in this era. The book untitled Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural
Universe of a Sixteenth-Century Jewish Physicianis the main of several books which everyone read now.
This book was inspired lots of people in the world. When you read this publication you will enter the new
way of measuring that you ever know before. The author explained their idea in the simple way, therefore all
of people can easily to understand the core of this book. This book will give you a wide range of information
about this world now. So you can see the represented of the world within this book.



Annie Hiatt:

As a university student exactly feel bored in order to reading. If their teacher asked them to go to the library
as well as to make summary for some guide, they are complained. Just minor students that has reading's
spirit or real their hobby. They just do what the educator want, like asked to go to the library. They go to
presently there but nothing reading seriously. Any students feel that studying is not important, boring as well
as can't see colorful images on there. Yeah, it is for being complicated. Book is very important for you
personally. As we know that on this age, many ways to get whatever we want. Likewise word says, ways to
reach Chinese's country. Therefore this Kabbalah, Magic and Science: The Cultural Universe of a Sixteenth-
Century Jewish Physician can make you experience more interested to read.
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